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of Dharmasastra’ 3718 FOLWORATR,. N.A¢. VIT WPIWONTY &
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(15.7.768 =3, ®o. 120, 0.216). TISTQ, "It is the greatest book

which appears on our Cultural Tradition; for in the Smritis is the nature,
structure, function and tradition of the Hindu Religion through the ages.

XLV
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GZ@3R, BN DWOZ  ATeAmRE, WDH,  Om
B EONISFOSPNT  : "She was ill and had no desire to go on.

The suffering and helplessness during the last period were much, and
she freed herself from them. We did all we could to relieve the pain.
When on 9th I returned from the North, all had given up hope and
had almost gatherd round. When I arrived and she was told and I
called out, some little sign of life came back and she opened her eyes.
A little later the Dr. came and gave some injection. Dr. J. said, it may
be a few hours or a couple of days and we shall not torment her
with medicines etc. If after 2-3 days some help may be given, we shall.
The 3rd day a blood transfusion was made. And since food could
not be taken, a drip or two. But soon that caused her pain. On the
] 6th morning | asked to let her have a sip of coffee or milk. An animal
instinct let her take it and she closed her eyes on us. Everything has
gone on all nght now . It 1s luck that she was composed and did not
moan or groan and cxpress any fecling of dissatisfaction. 50 year

penod 1n company has ended =~ (Z.XO.51. XU 88-9).
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TITQ (V.WO. 152, &W. 276) ‘DT JIRFNY J0IT $z§%§®
RNOWS ToOR, LRI e B%ﬁﬁ AeR &3 9TON 'Prices,
Wages and Salaries' ©&, Freeze R[PBLD WIONRRF ETOOR
mm&ra%’ ROT  FOT  JeWTVT.  BOOWBJOW, "Or, why
do anything to the robbers of the common people?’ Q0TR
TORTVT. el W[OR, Robbers dF VR OOV DY
'STT TP, B, WD B 9TO ONE  TOTQ
WOLON m%aoecgp, BOWY TON  AJIT SEMSE My
BeRE TN NOTW TR WE0F 30T 35571@%%5"
ROWOTZ), WYWTWR, 'AJ;OSDO @tﬁ?%ig’i% SNT D.2¢. ©I3e,
"'STE WSoDe YRWOZ WS ATVET, 2OTW  DRVBF VT
DTIFEOTONT, BOT WIDRFHTE LVATONERT 0GB JNT”
("Living is now a suffocating experience") 20203 TR 2OTN
38 TPOR [OQTMROHORFOR WINT TIEYode |/,
88, "Promoters of strike and strikers have to be treated as abetters
in a criminal prosecution” Q0TR JATHTON 28030TT (T.XO.
154, . 284). Toriode TFoJIT WML — WE[TTWE ONYS
WHBR, B T 9&HIFCIOWD  wRTBAR - AL
©NTOTTON PROINTT. "Writers are the most exploited people”
DO “=T deNwy). "All Publishers are chary about taking up

any printing work, both forbidding costs of production and for want

of any market for books" =0, 3B¢, "Publishers are a singularly
slippery, trickery sort' Q0WR TeFOITVT.
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I Bangalore, 19-12-1930

Dear Mr. Venkatappa : | have today received the enclosed
rough Proofs of the Siddhartha picture. Please issue instructions
as to any small alterations that have to be made. Have the
Times people sent you Proofs? I hope they have. This is “only
a rough Press pull” as they say and I hope they will do it
all right when finally printing off. Please also write about the
inks to be used. The other two Proofs which I sent you the drv
before yesterday from here must have been to hand by now.

[ am sorry I have been troubling you so very much and

taking so much of your very precious time. Please excuse me
for it.

Is the next panel complete? You said you would be
completing it soon. I am extremely eager to see it and shall
run up as soon as you write to me about it. I have your promise
to do so.

Trusting that this will find you in the enjoyment of perfect
health.

2. Bangalore, 23-12-1930

My dear Mr. Venkatappa : Thank you very much for your
kind letters. I see I have annoyed - even irritated - you by
my letters. Believe me I never thought I would. I realise how

deeply you have felt wounded when I requested you to pass
the Proofs. Please forgive me if I have caused offence.

I relied too much on my ability to go to Mysore to see
you in person before I wrote to you on the 29th Sept. Week

B RFosed geri-3 1



after week my journey had to be postponed unavoidably; and
that is what took away from me even the chance of working
at the Sakuntala panel. It was then that I wrote to you for
permission for it was impossible that I would publish your
pictures without your permission. Even now [ shall not if you
do not want me to. | have given no undertaking to anybody
that I will. I must obey your command and can have no liberty
absolutely in the matter, I told myself that even when I first
thought of requesting you. It is only now, after the event, that
I see that the Times people are slovenly and unregardful of
instructions. A pity. I do not believe they will do more in quality
for the bust and the Ardhanareeswara pictures even if they
should prepare separate blocks; for the prints as they say are
imachine-proofs and are typical of the final prints. Only they
will send them on a finer paper! So shall I ask them not to
print; and call back the order? Or shall we try them with printing
on the sort of superior smooth white cartridge paper for
Ardhanareeswara as you wrote to them? Where else shall

we try?

The Siddhartha block seems to me to be much better than
the other blocks and I think we might take the risk. Your 2nd
letter makes me hopeful. A line in answer will do, and I shall
not bother you too frequently with my letters. Sorry to hear
you are worried mentally. Do please take some rest for you
work too strenuously. Thanking you.

P.S. : Copy of your letter to the Times Press Manager is enclosed as

per instructions.
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O.Q.rboqm

Hardwar, 31-12-1935%

My dear Sir : This tells you that | am here now and in
the midst of extreme and burning cold; 1 am afraid it is this
cold that killed my brother. My sister and sister-in-law are
wearing their hearts out with grief. | am administering to their
comfort as best I can: while my own heart is breaking within.
But it shouldn’t be discovered so and I am appearing brave.
This 1s part of the game and it must be played well as you
will and always say. What would I have been but for you all
kind friends? The last 3 stanzas of =0nRT @ have helped
me not a little and SpRoR,’s oIS, Yet sometimes | feel
deep within me a feeling that this is all a way of deliberate
forgetting oneself the tenderest things in one’s life and trying
to get only things which otherwise will surely bear us down:
a kind of spiritual or intellectual narcotic. What saves here,
perhaps is the compensation of a sort of strength (n-n-w!)

which is yet hard in terms of the human heart.

Friends must have by now described to you their conference
experiences. I have had mine and a ‘few more’ scales (!) have
fallen from my eyes. Please permit me to tell you that the
Kannada cause was not let down before the P.E.N. Messrs.
Masti and Gokak spoke splendidly and Mr. N.S.* who
introduced the talk did it with a grace and urbanity, a finish
and chaste vigour so featuresome in all his talk. If we may

not have advanced the cause we will not have proved unworthy.
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I ranted fiercely and do not know how spurts and gasps of
airy nonsense emitted by me took the audience. I hope that
atleast my grammar was sound. Mrs. Wadia is a woman with
a power, beauty and dignity each the other’s match and more
than a match.

[ am leaving this for other places and I hope to be back
in B’lore about the 7th morning at latest. Help given to me
by the Parishat has been a blessing tuis time and I am more
than ever convinced how ill deserving is the recipient. With
respectful regards.

* Q0. X mz%o'oa‘

4, Bangalore, 17-12-1968

Dear Sir : Pardon me for having put you to the need of
writing at any length at all to me in this condition of your eyes.
But the 80th year is a special occasion, if not to the person;
to us. We must offer our regards to you : a ‘WooeEe30 TTO .

If you must be kept out of a celebration, well : we shall
not expose you to one. Some 8-10 of us will go to you with
some Bpwre’s of stuff and impose ourselves on you for half
an hour someday; unless you lock yourself in all the days and
not let air or light fall on you to your hurt. I shall give you
my word of honour that we shall not make speeches; and wil]
not expect any from you.

You can chastise us with the valour of your tongue. We
know how sharp and barbed and yet delicious the tongue can
be and the valour of it is a public establishment.
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If 1 were young and could have seen the 80th Birthday
pass of 40 years ago, I could not have had the advantage of
hearing it so late. But it is disappointment either way. Things

don’t ever happen the way we desire or expect and we are
left with bitter saliva!

I have taught the ‘coons @', and have put you one
late night to tell me if my understanding of it was right. For
that caused some heart-ache to me since it set Sastry* and
poor Venkannaiya (?) feeling that I dared to interpret it
differently! My career was hurt with lesser things than that;
but I would not care to hurt friends at all; and I could not
afford it. I paid for it as for many other things.

But ‘@o3zndedon IJWE woPINY’ gives me hope and
faith and cause to press my truncated plan. You are in. Only
I should know what our &wt3re’s should contain to make things
wholesome to you. Of course, there will be some fruit if cooked
food be impossible. I have talked it over with a few friends
and can’t turn tail. You have denied yourself to me these 25-
30 years without ever once responding to an invitation from
me. | agreed to take your chidings and denials. I am 70 and
no longer a child. Why should one be content with a no ever;
and why should an elder covet even to pat me off with the no!

I am not revengeful; I have no fear that any ghost will
return to torment me or my friends for this inroad on your
time or affection; and your affection for me will not let you

do that.

We claim the audience and must be conceded it. There is
no other obligation. It will be sometime in January. If I were
an elder man, I should have said ‘Look cut’. But being a more
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reasonable youngster | shall plead with you to let us go to
you quietly for a half hour and spend it with you. We shall
not mention the age. The persons will be fully the good ones
you know and shall care to join me.

You and Masti are the only two elders | have; he gets in
a year or two later. Meanwhile forgive me for causing you
any vexation. You are not a private man and must pay some
price for being a public person - so alive and .......

. Q. MT, ﬁu"’BEg

5. Bangalore, 27-4-1973

Dear Sir : Copy of your letter to the Vice-Chancellor,
University of Mysore. Thanks.

It is no Biography I was asked to write ; but a brief account
of your work (in about 64 pp. But I took some 80-5) for the
Non-Kannada world - as part of a series which their Kannada
Dept. has projected. Since they could not get another to do
this they asked me to present Dr. D.V.G. In my foolishness
I agreed, earnt Rs.900 @ 15% royalty. I was badly in need
of money: you know as always. It was honest labour and hire.
This is just the sort of extended Review-work I did once for
the Hindu : which you were kind enough to bless in better
days for me.

A cat may look at a King - they say. This cat, though
unworthy, has dared; but I can’t describe with what trepidation.

Biography is big business. I am not good enough for the
task; nor have I the material. This work is .an impressionistic
notice of some of your work and done - well or ill - in
‘Bhayabharita Bhaktibhave’. I hope it is correct form in Samskrit.
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You have been a public person all along. Others have a
right to look at you. They can't help it. Being a writer and
publishing yourself for fifty years you stand out and nothing

you will do can prevent others from admiring you and your
work.

The expletives you use will not hurt me; because | have
not written your Biography. Folly wide the mark! The brochure
is commissioned, completed, printed and paid for/off. It is now
between you and the University. Only, it must, in yoir
graciousness, be permitted to go into the hands of men and
women. If I am not worthy enough, my honesty and regard
for you must plead for me. And, — I don’t suppose I have
written a bad booklet either!

I called the 2nd or 3rd day after your admission into the
Republic Nursing Home. Swamy told me you were resting.
So, I left my voucher copy with him and returned without
meeting you. I see now I did a good thing.

I now dare not present myself before you; nor till I know
your displeasure has cooled off. I hope and trust you are now
fully recovered. The signature is firm and the voice as

formidable as ever.

6. Bangalore, 21-1-1975

Dear Sir: Your letter : thanks. I am glad you have looked

into a book or two edited by me.

[ send a copy of our “Appeal” to Writers and the modus.
The books have to be a brief compendium of information on
each writer and allied things on some two dozen writers; some
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five books or texts are selected also. The writers have to do
the thinking and the doing. But the bulk of them are as they
showed up in the middle 20’s - unregenerate and stuck up.

I wanted the first part to speak also for the period and
the influences, - social, secular, economic and cultural forces
operating at the time; other writers in the language not covered
by us; and on Karnataka, if they could do it. The condition
is or was expected to be operative. (Rs. 400 for some 40-
50 pages is not a small return in this land. It is paid as soon
as we receive and accept the script : which is usually done.
We have not returned any script.) But, where shall I get people
who will do it? The major, senior writers have - sorry - eluded
- even dodged me. The others are - the others. Some have
not given me scripts for 4 years past and after commissioning
them, prodding and pestering them and even plagueing them.
When I get something I can’t throw it off. I have had to put
up with matter like the one you speak of. Kirti’s* article on
Naranappa is, I hope, good. That is the best I have received
so far and even that has been slated by a wiseacre. The
younger sort I do not know; and trust, some of them are just
naughty when they are not anarchic; no settled knowledge, no
judgement and no sense of values which I have learnt to be
values. They may be right and I wrong. And, if I spoke of
values today how many writers in Kannada can I sustain in
the series? 1? 10? The rest is rubbish. We have to accept
them because students (!) of our History of Literature (whom
a writer in the T.L.S. called ‘guardians of the cemetary’) and
communal fire-eaters will be in frenzies about them. It is bad
business. 1 have been blamed for expanding the scope of a
text, writer or subject; but I am not bothered about them.
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I accepted the job because I.B.H. have been generous to
me as they entrusted the work and are keeping me going. They
did handsomely bringing out a volume in honour of me, -free.

Ranna is a second-rater and overpraised. He is first class
as writer of verse and caters to pompous sentimental people
with his Viravesa, Raudra and a kind of it which gets on my
nerves. How shall I commend eg. Satyasraya describing
Draupadi at the end of the poem? Fiendishness and gloating
may pass for Rasa realisation but as value today it is peurile.
I fear you will not agree with me because it is Raudra.

I shall see what I can do with the material as I get it and
get done with whatever I can manage before I close my eyes.

But it is extremely good of you to look into these books
and to encourage me. Our Writers, over a thousand years past,
are a poor lot and have failed to use great talents and
opportunities and patronage and can’t show anything but Pampa
and Naranappa, stray bits from a few others and Kadambari
and Pampa Ramayana. Sad pass.

| fear even my generation is passing away. | have been
dubbed an interloper all along, as you know.

o AFrmy LIrdsy

7 Bangalore, 3-4-1936

Esteemed Sur | beg leave w0 say a word on the eve of
your departure 10 Oxford. | claim the nght of an old student
who will not be put off
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You were to us also a light and an inspiration. | do not
remember a single student of our days who doesn't cherish
the memory of your association with the Maharaja's College,
Mysore, or forgets he has been lifted up in strength of soul
and cheer by your presence. You draw all students to you and
bind them with links of love. A new link is now to be formed
with the ones at Oxford. We in India and they in England will
be brought into a closer fellowship of spirit through our common

association with you.

This letter begs to convey to you the respect of all of us
who anyway came under your beneficent influence. May your
voyage be hourly pleasant and your stay at Oxford glorious
and rich with event. Great presences and kindred spirits hover
there - the Bradleys, the Greens and Bosanquets, on whom
you discoursed to us, and the many more who like Gilbert
Murray have made and are daily making life in England more
worthy of living. But unlike those who desire you either for
Oxford or Cambridge only, we presume to wish you for both
and for many others besides, for our partialities are more
inclusive. Yet, Oxford, Cambridge - What names they are and
what eternities of association they conjure up!

I do not know the words that are inscribed in the silver
plate your good friends in the fullness of their affection
presented to you at Madras. But I know this that we shall
cherish every word of your reply on that occasion. With such
words to enlarge our minds and with your blessings wherever
you are, we know we shall draw light and strength in our own
humbler spheres of work.

You have not once given us a chance to meet you at
Bangalore; nor, once spoken to our students here. But I am

10 TF TOT grers-3



sure that when you have come back from Oxford laden with
more achievement and love, you will surely visit us some time
to bless us, and that by then, you will have in your own way
helped to raise India in the rank of nations. May it please the
powers that preside over the destinies of nations to bring you
soon back to us and to a new land of freedom which has
not only discovered but has repossessed its soul.

@0. . ON°. dd&oa!crbs ®z3003

8. onenm, 30-10-1977

3. . . a“dﬁqoaodaésswaﬁ ! IR R OT QUL ATBOD
@o. ToedE HoooDD Brchdeon QA Poetdnoe FORO3ROT,
SN IPATT. W), WBTNBREN NI T BDHT0Z 03
AR, VOF) ¥Y. ey oowé'a&ﬁ TRETON TR BRCEIFMON FORT
UIRP UFT DIIWRAVONTY 3BT TG A, WIHp ATT
ST Doz oLReT[NER, IR AT, 78 I 798 WTOZNG:
3ROTNZ eI, IIN0Z exy) 200, AW JeY By|OD ©Fe
D0 FYEROB TENTOTHIW. VPYNYY BRPYBR AZOFT
JBIE T [IPRY TRFOZ Bewded. T, WIToIe IIA
Zedd), Q0 deng, XORI DTTRITLEONY AYH?

Qexy) ©OBY BREXTOTT Beetr JpdRBedord IJecmen
BRI TERNOR AT, 0T JOIZ), Jeed FOFQIWONIoTR ¢
BT ©500 ‘WITYT OT YR Q0 Teendone II
S8n3. ¥ o IIW vdRdnod IING. Jere A9, ITY
QTYBIEY, DY WIroF wABROTTY 10w BRF BOZREH. T
Jer TREO  H0WOTE, LOW TTE WOBT LLITTTNIE.

IoDY TOAS BN BENT? T, eschaer%&:% DI0NTT
SIeVelyLAo) 200D T YVZT WIOWFHTN. TR 2Qoe Breoh
BT IFENG LS - Towy, TAFNRCOB. I Re0R
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OTTOTON 0P OBk VAT Bedy BRMCANE. 88 AWFOY
SER, DINIY IPIITN IRAT. DT, Bed w99

TEOD AUIAR MY woSedew. woT, TORITROL. FDY
AR [Y AR Q0 AR, SIX YR BICT A eLIWD I-4 wa:
SoBROR,. SATRIRSE, FHIVY, D). LERWTR LOTROTD
wiod TPEL; wowd IBIR, o JIFR J0IJW. IT,
wENFowod VY ISH JTE 3eedQLd. ¥ IJwTte s
Be@R?

DEJ LD WBND? 2FPST O oewmen ISHHI, Tow
Zoeend, B, BHBD WHIB 0TI, BeFTedTN, BRIoDY
C3PTIETR RWT  BRRKR” Q0 JTT OTBOIPNG. AIR,
3S $3p, TV 3D Y/, PR FPRW. AR, AT, BIRWYT?

‘Never said ' QR Z909H7? ot 2300OW a)azgﬁmofa%fé. ‘He
also serves who stands and wait’.

Br. T Breer Caredonven® ©=0
9. Bangalore, 4-1-1976

My dear Sri Ramananda : I hope you are all keeping well.
Recently Smt. Anasuya and Mr. A. R. Rao along with Smit.
Varadabai and Mukund very kindly called at my place. I felt
happy meeting them all; and last week your daughter Shantamma
wrote to thank me for my felicitation on her son’s marriage.
It is not simply a formal letter : Your children and Panje’s wil]
never be merely formal. That’s what makes me feel warm
in my regard for both. The sight of your sister-in-law really
made me feel how hard it must be for that the children are
- not with her. Since I know the whole history of the case almost
from the first time I met you all at Puttur, I have had regard

i T "o geri-3



hike that for a daughter for her and was happy to feel that
relationship with Mr. Rama Rao Panje. Poor Mukund, continues
in his single blessedness. It is splendid and sovereign no doubt,
but a young man with his talent has had to spend his days
lonesome, cooking his own food at Ullal. Rama Rao and he
once burst upon me together at the old Woodlands in
Royapettah, Madras, and sang to me a few songs from the
Western Masters. ‘3¢ & Sn¢ O3% rt30:..” | hope that both your
daughters there and your daughter-in-law and grand children
at Bombay and Shankru at Calcutta are keeping well.

Since I heard from you-while at Bangalore - that Sri
Rangaswami had not communicated with you nor published
‘The Seagull’ I was myself growing nervous about its condition
and prospects. Not easily being able to get his address, [ wrote
to him recently that if for any reason he couldn’t publish the
book, he might return the manual script. Yesterday he came
to me with it and said that he could take it up only sometime
after April and handed me over the original. I wonder if my
letter will please you; or it was mal-adroit. Any-way, the script
is safe. If he will come to me again about April as he promised,
I shall keep it ready for handing over. All publishers are chary
about taking up any printing work, both forbidding costs
of production and for want of any market for books. Anyway,
this is all the information I could give you. It doesn’t enthuse
me to write to you so. But I must tell you what has transpired.

10. Bangalore, April, 1976

My dear Mr. Ramananda Rao : Your letter : thanks. The
prime reason for my sending the Ms. is that [ feared it may
be lost here. I am uncertain about myself and I thought it should
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be with Chandam*. You don’t know how sad | am that the
‘Seagull’ and the ‘Three Sisters’** are not printed yet. This
country has to deserve literature of this kind. I am also sorry
to hear of your other work. But it is good that you are keeping
active, atleast so as to do some work for that is the only
condition of continuing life.

These many months past I have tried to walk with the help
of some companion, stick in hand and sometimes supporting
the other arm on a bicycle saddle, some 3-4 furlongs in the
forenoon and the evening. The other time I try to read or write
so get keeping and try to spend time somehow. The sleep is
for 4 or 5 hours utmost.

I don’t expect the Kannada Sahitya Parishat to be helpful.
I don’t think they will do it nor is Mugali much there now.
It 1s a different presidentship and regime.

After 74 and my stroke, I have not been able to be active
physically. Some residue of the stroke hampers work. I will
have to live with it and wait for the arrival of my train on
the platform, as once my master said. The tickets are booked
and I am ready. I hope Shankru and his family are keeping
well and Yashodhara and Jayavanti*** are keeping well also.
They are talented children.

I wish that a book of essays dealing with a few of my
friends and elders was published soon. It could have come up
any time-for more than a year now. Already it is some 300
pages printed and an other 100-150 are waiting to be done.
Who knows when? Therein you and Mrs. come along with
some 30 others**** - half like the stuff I did in ‘Mahaneeyaru’,
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sketches-like and impressionistic. When and if it comes | shall
send a copy. Post is costly and difficult. 1 shall have it sent
to Chandam here. Please be writing to me when you can.

» HOTERMMOED : ORRIOTT LOAD D). = Whnesrs & odmd ueneie,
ISRIOTE EJ NG, WO wrarr's RodR. e 308, aDBRePgoe, BodTod
OSRIOTT SOEW. +eee ‘LO0DD-AODD’ S8 Kosus.

11. Bangalore, 26-2-1978

My dear Sri Ramananda Rao : Thanks for sending me the
book. Chandam’s son - Jayadev? - brought it to my place when
[ had gone out and I am writing to Chandam’s son for picking
it back. He has a vehicle and it shoald be easy. I have now
gone thru the type script and wonder why the author himself
should call it a perpetration. It is not only unnecessary but it
hurts the publication. Nobody would print it so stated or
standing. Be kind to yourself - if and when you are getting
it printed. Publishers are often a suspicious, calculating and
vicious lot - both in Kannada and in English. I see by the script
that you have gone through the original Shakuntala and
perhaps also Dr. Masti’s ‘Shakuntala’s Return to Hemakuta’.
The addition there is Anasuya has a child; Priyamvada very
soon will have one, tho. both desire one and are shy on mention
of it. I hope you will not mind a few rough observations. ‘Have
it at you thus,” as Ben Johnson would say. Here goes :

The first part as well as the second could go in for cuts-
I fear to the bone. All frills in addresses except once or twice
may mercilessly be cut : whether ‘Your Majesty’ or ‘Your
Holiness’ or a ‘gracious lady’. This is a modern time and will
not mind the erosion. Even the argument that you are presenting
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elaborate court forms or Asrama courtesy need not stand in
the way. The treachery 1 felt is too much and cumbresome
as well. 1 should also think that the fat of the composition in
adjectives and enforcement by adverbs may just be sent to
Indian Ocean. They unnecessarily hamper and add to make
the dramatic conversation artificial; perhaps even stilted. If you
want to rave against me, do so; you are 700 miles away from
me ! But I mean it in the interest of the play and your own
contribution. If I had liberty I should mark out in pencil all
such excresences in my recommendation. You have a purpose
in using this elaborate address, I see; but I think we can save
ourselves that today. Even in Kalidasa’s work reverence is
indicated fairly straight. Concrete events, direction and behaviour
do duty for it, making the work terse, concrete and expressive.
I fear again that the queen Vasumati is part of contemporary
Politics (19-21 months now instead of 18 days?). You have
made her an ogre and leave the problem of that queen both
in relation to rivals and even to the king himself unconsigned
a problem. No problem like that deserves to be left behind
with a wretched woman like that who wants to arrogate for
herself power and arbitrary ruler against the interests of and
the general policy of the larger and more kindly hearted
Dushyanta whose supreme purpose is to save the interest of
the people and make them happy and contented to call both
Vasumati and Hamsapadika queens almost to the same degree;
though the elder one is ill-treated and therefore made to go
into the Asrama later on needs a little touching up. Vasumati
might be the Power; but-even the event suggested in the VI
Act of Shakuntalam shows regard and reticence, a sense of
propriety perhaps to make her a tenor, a hateful authoritarian
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mistress of the Royal household - hurts the balance of the story
How did the queen mother feel about it? Is the king so blind
as not to rate her for uppishness and graspingly behaviour?
There must be a talk between him and her inspite of his
fascination for - Is it that only? - don't mind extension of the
Play - her wrongful attitude and behaviour towards persons
like Hamsapadika whom you depict as the Senior Queen. She
seems to be a woman who was loved onte by the king now
no longer but lodged and looked after. The Royal household
is “loveless”. Her song is a moan but the preference for
Vasumati could have been different because she is depicted
as a queen - but a Hamsapadika as one who had once had
his regard. Adjectives in connection with treatment by him to
her repeat. It might just be ‘consideration’ and ‘generosity.’
Of course, the king is exhonerated : Ogse TRODE.

The advent of Shakuntala is disliked from the beginning. She
i1s now despised essentially as a forest girl, a pretty face but
a witch; and a person like Vasumati would not be keeping tame
and harmless-dangerous-if she again got into the palace. That
problem will have to be solved. What would Shakuntala be -
when she went again on advice from father Kanva into the
palace again? You have to grasp the nettle. The First part is
almost the pictures of a woman who is rancorous and would
go to any lengths to hurt and destroy her if she came back.
She is vain about her accomplishments against simple love and
trustfulness and deep in her love and regard for the king. She
is now directed to play the part of a Queen and mother of
the Emperor to be. Rather a transition. Therefore, it has to
be worked in depth.
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The Second part is sound in substance but reads literary,
and perhaps in a modern time, bookish. Can’t you cut down
all the literary words, phrases and terms of expression and
shorten the length of sentences to make it part of conversation?
The whole of the latter portion is a retrospective survey of
Shakuntalam. But that is not enough to transmute this
Shakuntala as queen over and above Vasumati. Without showing
that the purpose of Kanva and the new light that brightens
Shakuntala’s consent to get back will not be realised - by
gathering strength, and therefore, power. The forest in the court,
the court in the forest idea is good; it is a dream of desire.
Don’t you think that there is a lot of indirect preaching and
didacticism in the II Part? Have I not said enough to make
you whet your teeth in rage? These are my first reactions.
I mean it in affection and regard to a person who still keeps
interest in Drama and as parent of very lively and intelligent
daughters and a person who was blessed with marriage to a
lady who must have been a beneficent influence; and, I known
her to be that. If you will please consider what 1 have said
not as hard or carping comment or criticism but as a few
general observations and are not dissuade from getting it
published, I shall feel highly pleased. Send the type-script back
to me if you will and care, I shall mark in pencil what I mean
and where things may be revised or points where the literariness
may be cut out. English Drama has become a curious
phenomenon. I want a piece of Indian writing in English to
be atleast as good as what they give us as theatre or play.
They feel superior with less reason. And it is hard to get an
English Publisher to touch an Indian piece of writing. And our
Bhavan’s or Orient Longman’s, Asia or Vikas etc. or Popular
are as chary and stand-offish as the worst of those publishers.
I wonder what Enact will do; but do present it, as well ag
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the theme deserves. It deals with a double return - of Shakuntala
from heaven to the earth, once into the palace, from there
to the Asram and a coming back again with a sense of purpose
to the palace to which she belongs. Such a Shakuntala should
shed her thought of ascetism and the quiet life in the Asram
with her position as wife continuing while in the Asram, leaving
the palace and getting Vasumati domineering as ever in the
palace. with the king taken up only with his public duties and
not having a snatch of love in the palace for private consolation
- yearning - with all his love-life away from him - as it threatens
to be for ever - is a situation hardly to be endured or envisaged.
I have said more than a mouthful. Please, Mr. Rao, believe
in the bonafides as I am sure you will, else you will not have
sent the script to me.

I hope you are happy with Yashodhara there, Shantam’s
children and Shankru’s wife and children. It is only when the
son of Chandam - the elder one? - I forget his name - J?
- told me about the passing away of Shantam that I got the
news. She was a nice child and suffered a lot. I am dreadfully
unhappy hearing about Yashodhara too. May she be rid of her
ailment and free again to be wife and mother and author of
spritely work that she is capable of being. I am glad to hear
of a fine husband. I hope you have seen the letter I wrote
to her. I will do that to my own daughter if she was capable
of writing. In Heaven’s name, strike off ‘Perpetration’. It can
even be ‘a Fancy’. Why should you be apologetic? - in the
wrong way, for doing the work and for rethinking into the
complex of the situation. It is that.

An Asrama-born girl comes to and opting for palace,
rejected, taken to heaven, restored to the husband and to love,
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but having to be not quite able to bear the burdens and
responsibilities and equal to the tasks of Queenhood. Dusyanta
had promised her friends that next to his duties and responsibilities
as king for his subjects - people - she would be the rightful
queen and she has now the distinction of giving him an heir
which neither the two other women has done. Poor
Hamsapadika’s is total misery - like here - and abandonment.
I should have liked her to hear the advice that Kanva gave
to Shakuntala and see how the two sisters reacted and thought
together. But Hamsapadika has made it irretrievable (?) and
consigned herself to be a member of the Asram for ever! 1
wish Kanva had spoken to both together or that Shakuntala
and Hamsa compared notes. Even if hers was a marriage of
convenience she could still be a helpful friend and reservoir
of strength and affection to Shakuntala in the Palace. That
chance is thrown away. The King gives her a cold shoulder.

I have made this too big. Forgive me.

&
@3. To. eJeod &30}
12. BB, 12-11-1944
& 6078 ©TOR @ IDITNAD.
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13. Bdongnd, 25-5-1979

JF, WOICE BO. 0. #[OA : Iz, AW, WAT wWoOR.
'6{ WOF'T, OB Ay NenIICHE IRBrYR ALY
SIROCING R, SRQ IINDLT B3 JeTOROTUN 0BT,
JoeBE VWO F[II), BOB TePTm JIN T WG
¥JT TOWAD IIN IRARERWICH Ay JI.  0IRCITOR
OIOTTONTN  OITWOR WOBT wug wiems, TIdFud
WINPT IJ®. X)) @C)édﬁ&)zé. SO RF (FOR0FR),
FVIZDODFRRENAY  POIZ), WODQEO. FRFIT), OB
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AR H|JIONMR  HRT 20T OTFBRLIION LFITTI),
TONTORIT. WD NTRIoDYY[edn. Bo-IH Jpde Teorie.
BODOPR  WPE WBINWIDBYR?  (cp. WR0ITTe). SFPe:
RO FVTORD JCWTON  dTINWIVW.  WH-IT-3T &
SRTL  ToTICNRT JFONW MM DB TONF  TFoJoN
Q0T ‘TOTEONEEON0’  BNOTVWRY  WOW BRF TR,
OB NFoSFONONT,  TWATWN, 20T BRX  system 30T
Tort B3, TOBHI TRYONTI, TR, VITI IYV/INR,
TIBRRITINTON O DTIT  FOX INFES. O 20w
Sode TENIT DTPRCITY. WTT FSHe? dTINR HIPANHG
03RE Byé JIoR NTX dWNDNYY, T0W0RT]D BNRNRTY
B ACAW BWF - OTWODTTN! - Q0T [T, WY,
BIReIIT WBOZ0NG MOAOH, 00T/, T, Reeomd WIHTO
Sivaism and Visnuism Q02@ QTPINL dT[INL TIITN  2.30H

& Toadd grer-3 21



TRFZ0 aZMDL LN WHH3N. Lol OB WAAR ATF
I veRId Dowod WO, ARy  TEN-WOT 20w
SRIL, Lo @ Loowded. XGd BRdE Lwedddd. Ten-
WOD-8F & R0ER, w8 Towog sudaienSod SRBHLOI?
BT oD Dedd BoT 8RImI. THTONHR-UXY TVTOTTODY
WOl Ty ISR 87, s 00T Q0w 3609
WRTFOTE XedT TodAR WoT, VNSRBI AR FeeIToN
TRIWIL. B TREODF-8¥OB, NoB-Beay, XOV-003, THIOD
TRODF N0  IRNYR szég,mmgﬁ. Hermaphrodite 02
TRIH, TJeDId. [WTIZR  DFR  Wandy IR AL
NEFTOoROD TOODITW, BIOROT BVRW NOBWID NYF o0
SRAT  TIFON  [ROFPIY, IFONTY soRMIToDeR? Old
Testament ®9 OO 3 wZW. Back to Methuselah D0
WEE WWFRFE T SowsBY 8BoD Garden of Eden ©9 3
SRT WOI T NDOWD FPRTIFIFNG. ¥OL0TT TIONTY
Mothert  TOTOTINOZ B  Tppos, Be@dTBedR.  FROD
TOFTY OITNRR SBONR NOWOFJERN? — SOTDARS TBe0N?
30009 5&“%02 ORSON VA | RoB estf)sﬁ faaaz@ RN
WITTIYE0. JoZAR WOTOTFF IO - 20TJ
NOTRTEROD TOWOF IOBW) - VSTOR BE  FOWORAT.
BRTIVOTOR oIR8 WAT TVRDNODY 8 AlelalcH]
RIJLPOB? RZDE ZRB® BT T@NORE. BTT noriodY Sk
JHADL  DFFON TYTW, AN BT BRETL, NWITIR e
~ ROVBONTTON DOW0ST. DOWION[TI), YVLPROFHTH ReHTY,
3F TRONBQ 8% 2.0 DR TRIIONT, ERBITT. BEOF IR,
e BYATSIe OF ©R0F. ¢O8 9dy R SJ
Mythology 1 R0wORAT T JRFFAFRY, wiiwricdmn AL
@een, Symbolic - significance code ¥TH  TOFeEFTOT DD
%O Bob BYBIrodyY THENYowod YTFERLIINTON0T By
DR Bowd  FHZWBRNIT; ISBed INIW 3oz. AR
Q8-WE 2Q? IWY o FF  Anthropology &odi’\r%oc:b
Ve 0e30NY THBIERWIT. BE  JOBBYIR Chronology

AET. JeRPYT  [PT, B T/DoRTY &  0ed  odwesy,

ok
i

22 B "o 0r-3



SRAVHIJIT ADRR Idr, 3¢ awsed SPADIZ. IToTID

& >
O BYLBDRY NIOONT  Tron  wh.
A o)1 S D teta R mg(«::.sd)cac LOBRODD el =
DOTR  S/IAQYWIW. /ACHECIZN W : race 20D, WD D
DTREROIT v BedIB. Jainism 99 29 x3 3Tone
Tesd meR3d. WG, 8RB N0 I JIeId deude. 9ID
FCMOT, [0000 IRV (Eg: Sod, TR, wIT:
SRTVORFRTON WTID AOTH n‘oﬁ@éo& CORTOTBUTIN
Boondn OFn. WOm®, WooTO TRonngdobe Tere.
ORT Dedode ¢ IBWI3eRn. VTR BRI, YD
QOIN. A0Tonf... ‘dgx" R0LWTT UTF dN? NT-991
TRONT WOZ, Jert? [B, B QWD FWY wHIT. ITF
NOTEE  B0Eed. NTr TR WRTTYORR  TOITF 0NN
ARTT OG0, B ATFE ID I8 2RRE  D0F30DY
By 00073 RAWBT. TR, BIJF, Nx  (MERT); 3T
NXBIPEOWT. AT JeHJODT. d% ITFpeXL.  [BY
YO0 IBRIT... ‘WIWT [edNSed. HIT =gy ;
OoT AW, ©JW®  God and Satan /Y, ToR. ©oIT IZ[e
SWE @Y. Monochasianism ©Q 30T, IR WINIH. ‘WIDT'Re
WAT'TONQCD. O3RN T WD) IR, BODFITL WOWBR,
JRITON BZAPOIDTI, PTIDOBTY JPIJFBUBROBIRL
POTY VW T JINFJOND. OTF  DBRCTTN 20T
WTHOFEIR[I), ARD BRX BeIINY  TWowd  8IIROBIR
DJR.  ‘DOWTBEI'TYN  [ROVEDIF), ANFATL  DOWFT0I| &
VDT T, YORFIT SNEIN? I, JIRFIRN
To3X% XOTFE YO (eg. OB T Ty xI). WAT
DOLTD TR Powodode: FeBO Evil wphede. 8xm00e Q0w
e NeZoRQ o 0e30NY  WIT . YWY WFPT,
0og% Torny. Titan DOWITE TBRDTOZ INW - WIOT 33,
BB - ©FF IHIW. 03P STWNRTON FeITHTR T
‘Power corrupts’ Q0203 ©N, B TIWNE ‘TogI’vonen,
JoBTondesoonIeRde. VRY IIN 0T DT|ODAD.

oY oy gren-3 23



B WE," SN0, BLTT JeP  womd ag, TR I3
SITD, WD . VLT WG, - JTHY - WPIITE DO
ODT BeWITeIN. BHITY LYTE DY ST 83 HeA?
% OonTemy Tert? dN-TT Aed dITTR, Ben? DeIT
308 3%:5(;‘2 VOTWOODNEY [BD R0TRDTT T - =
O IWR? - BH IT IR dwordode udede? W03,
IR, TO B JeIZRON® WTPNL 03T 2R055,? F0OT
DDIZAETQIRTTR DR Q00 IRD - BRIIe d3R
- (adar;ecs X) WOW [ToTo0NR TORITIOCORToWoN, B
TTOOR-DT) BB Wed ¥ QOTH. B TOTOREOTFTOL
TOTTTOPRT  oNQ 20T IBeX TIFIF, I, BFOBIE,
OJTZ IR (FRF - IYT WEI0D IPAND H00T)
ST-TRTORRNYYT CRTY, ROZTRT  20W03 pleiatelals
ST women, VI JeZ QeI JeeN WOW  FHRIION
AT, NR-TOT-0N0SHT FOIN INI, FFBRINIT. ATER,
TOOWTITD FRFNONRL  ToZTONINR 28T BRONDDIT.
QOORE TeWTOZ, TF 8 DOT DORVEITTONL 0PSB, 1G
QoW [PBD  THRRe RBeTON'E BeeRW ERRIT. «TT
8 [RTEST PR ToRTERT 118 D7 ‘T yee0 m#odea”;aes%e’:
X0; WOTIRR [ORTBEIIQR? OTD ©RIR[?  Fonwm
FRFT TFoT TeTo0NEITWE CRTJTN WOTOR NOFTHF EOToN
DRIYH? WOTOR = JeR (T3 IJF!) Rz m’eaﬁm@%@@gﬁ?
ROBRF D, OITVT, TR, SFFS TIoFTY  FPEIAYSIBN®
WDPOYR? - ARY QOB HQnee IR, IBWIII.

QOTTHREOD ‘@moﬁéi& - R0TT WRTT  IHoIIr-
ODVFFTT  (—ONF-FIF  TPoS-) TRGF, IBFIOIA -
2O DO HIRTTT, [IREW DO FITOFE BTN,
AT, FF-ToWTeI ToF, PY ToP SMOTOT §F WpooH
Bomen, WHRPRUIRYY TrRTOZ QWTT WO FEDHRRRIT,
TS WO JwIT. $BT  AOTIIV, m%ﬁwd@zﬁuomgd
BRI, BOTITN  TRATROB ROTBRETCOTI FH
So@cIPONBD.  Toriode WA ONRY  TIFon  wWIIT. 33,

24 T Toad 2eri-3



DTXTY B v} S Arosoid som A AOeD....
00T LTI - IAYOW, 300 'WHR'BYT  OePrF
LAY ITDFOAT m% Nlalas giasgg;aﬂ&g TDFILRNBNA,
JIINYD, AReOL, TRODF, B3 WP Wom [T IR,
IO, B IJIPDF WP JohowR FRFI[ZW,  upstart
SRA  ABHJIDD LoD I3 D NS DAy wen
BORRYRD, XoRANYY IFJVINYY Ix IRBdeoD BRI
QOWTR), NPBTOZ TRAH. 8 JeBTY - Q0N -
TV, V[ DJoYe' ~ BB Fort wIW BevToR.
g ‘wod I[AZ AR Beerdde IR wn Jedoded’
ROT  ‘TOTOODEITOT JTo, WORMTETAFNTOTTOT JoN’ ITTT
VRFIIT TIPS NeBReTIBTY  WBR, S[RTFBVTYT
QO UBTH DITOTHIT. ToP JeT WR - ToTORRT
QRREW TRT N0 WRFS VR TPERNRROY. VW
LP0BH TIONTYONe ©BOETTOES. ToCTOND TeHPHTTOODR
BRI DRRXNFTCQoNR  wFII  Hed [T, w3308,
%000  authenticity RNATOZ SMHIT. BeTJPISZ TOWOT IR
3T, BOSR TREOFIT H-dF, FowosWY, NF IoWoTTY
T3l Ned DY  ‘Prwodwes.! e FRT 8T eed
Exclamation To8Qe0. I, IR, RAEZVNIT. ©JOCTTOLNH
03500R)? @d’% Basis, Sanctions 0353 :Sqié?

R, T30 IR, ¢ TR0 $Poben ISR IR $9TVETRD,
BleemIodend, ‘WO'-yA8 TIoIRNRO VY. JIW, YARIT
R30DY,  FOFoDIT SERT J30NY TN, TZRORYLO.
DIRRR IHO Qo JIW, § Ddow IOX Bewd. FZow
Q0BT WOQOH  DTRIBR SBORWIW.  Bemedeer, JocRdes,
S8, wdeert oxgde. SRFHTe 1O WPTIRCD  Tieed3:'
D0WOZ  40-50 THFAVOT TOW3T So%ﬁqﬁod) L {=]at ﬁ&e&;zd
300308 B8 wowd  Ramshackle d.raad!% 654 . @a;\l?,aaog':ia‘ouL
Bo0ges. 2w Bocde oI Idor R DY §IRTFN
LOBHFBY ATREDF. VY BRF TRINRW. Ty I3

g RosHed gers-3 25



I8y Wo08 weIT - [I0L DUTY, IINET DR mILeT
DRTQ - IR wOIYES 88 AR Hy woded; U,
T womew). © Uve, oI mndy. ¢ wod A
;Sdocbraﬁa&n@ IIODT/NO  SRRBTOPUY.  Vewy NITIIW,
WOOWD' O B KOFP wWOBHOoRW 8 Oed JOWGeS ¢ I,
LYXE O WeoF, WAW Q0w AR 9o Hom.

AWT  FBWToy IJert woogmecnde oM. den 880¢
QOWW B NS oW - [ogeIed H0wORIER DX - 9[OR
DeRS. BR), Bent ©nd.  eChi WMPBRNPTT;  wo.
WRTOTIREF SR FoRNYY 2330083, TupNodwe
FRDoIPNAER 20T NWIB IBR - I By IV ARrSe
QOW  TeYTES. wmH Ben ond. AW, Tone  JeEdodIT
SO NWIDRRGD. TIY, Swedw ST, ©dwenmp
m:ﬁabd.ra%@!

a&g. Q0. D. cbeaaoaabod)é =30

14. Bonen®D, 30-7-1979

8¢ @0. Q. e OJOR : IPs. AW, PIT 00D, Fodees.
TOTIND. oY PWNTER, I, dracs@ BB, HDWOF L.OT.
DROPT LYLRODD, Jee® VOB, T oK eaplelalNel] S8,
DB, DBTIRPR F R0IPONB. doN ROF LI eﬁdmrbgd
- 3B aaa@?ﬁ@ﬁ VT, VOB IR WIODT.

DV mﬁdsan’ee’aﬁo BOITVTY VIVBIT) T ﬁaimooo&
BRTOI0H zp'orfaan 3-4 JITFNY FX[oOWBD. . VYN W)
DRV TIHE FZ0OVATD; 0SB DDONKRD ﬁdod)adraud;
BIMOITTI 2 00, 0IPTIWTW WTTeOY, ST, emx,o‘a
WRDYTERIMON PYIF BRTK 0D D0ToN, PR maaﬁezsdde
8 BIOW), IUD. YTH WAMIEREY  LOOND, W& T,
TR, @daﬁo &oodﬁ FYRRPW, 3RoMBZNRIM PRI asag

26 _ T BOT 7ri-3



Lo od XS BDACWOLeR). B3I m;:ﬂs:- WRID. IIA ded
M0l VY. & R Do dooniden, 2003 I, BoRIDD Y
iy »Jr"rcm& A Lo Vot | 3@33053“?\:3&9: QO :s::mg. PR3
TJ0OBIC - Beggar's horse - 2003900,

O mwrs ZANON IRoIBIIY. Berne 3338 -
odooss .aa&):és @ﬁ aﬁ:%ﬁ [ - =0T, YITRCTN. ¥ duQ
DJTTR audo:'m@cﬁﬁ SIN VOO, TR AY. ¥ IRLBoDY
30X Sp@BUetoN WO IPAR IoTHOWT FOTTICNB. WOOTT
— Poetics, Rhetorics VY, - POTRW T TevueTN WO VAT
0% TRART. RY0NTIT TTII LIVONDOT  ‘BORTT”
VTSI RBLSeFoN, FOTIZ, OB TOBH JoH wIT.
BOTOR, Teng, FWHOFLEE moDdIeSF, HTVTOW, SERNIel Aok
WD OTARET IRAT, o WIT By IIPY. ¢ unod
POONR IJTQ. WWFTRTHT TTRDWONF VO YIOTIFF IJ¢
BEPTRS. [VOOST WI/I DOBT[I, AN JoF BeFWODRR)OY.

QERY *‘o&os% LOTID. Wewo Fped' — ¥Yolw. BT FOIRER
AT o:baa 20TTQONR / WOTBER, WETRRRTTTITT.
BRI 'TFE APOWOT ... ;O ‘0N DROZREIT
FBOD VTS -~ MToGNRE 1.

YTTYD BRETY BT DFDWAVODT BeFoDY B3 30T,
TOOTJBOH 27 RIINYR DROTTY w5F DABIe awRp !
QIR TBIR,OW ﬁb%mﬁ WTOE =T HNBRO, DIJVF WTOORA.
B Bra) BOWORR VYRR OYNY TFLBODI,

ST "Bwed, Survey, Review. ©8c3wnd ewod  Editorial
A, mﬁ 0D 8 TR 6 3R BemEledy. DTODTI), RTT,
wdcﬁ 20eS T @anab érie:é DOBA ST, RABI¢ 3¢ ma&@e;%as
- Fouling one’s nest - TNQ. ssﬁ &raead BRONS AT
WDEM VY BeDRTMIT. W QTIVORT, Ne:)oeﬁoda@ 3NVTT
DL o:isacb aadodwagd 2

méﬁdsacﬁ 80D, T8 IJIN - D8, &)csa@?ﬁ@ﬁ - 00NW
ﬁa:ga’e, LRONTE. OTF TOOLRABNSE :do"%:é. STT & abar:rﬁﬁ

&Y Toedd ger-3 9%



Aecoontn WMRQES. ¥ :Ide 53 aucded : Sons of
Grammar Q0n0d. IR, HBUR IeBVotun Libdges. BaTry,
TR, HIVTT LOSIANGR, LOGS. Birodn v JeTONOS
TREYTNT. B0 IRTCENAW RICHNPN0S Tl TACNOT
RO, INDD ¥ISeeES IFGI. 197289 (?) T.L.S. wo®
Supplement TFAD. ST, TS SN IZQ QTN HF: HIOA
w30ded. & T.L.S. (London Times $38) QoBIBReNT, 1978 T
SIONTROT. ¥ WORF 0T 7 3F BRI, DRAND I3
IR, ¥ QOWDD AT, VT3 & VYINVIR, Re3BBeDINTIR,
eI . ¥TT SeDINYR, WY 8% Phoneme, morpheme
SRS vy, a3, X -me NEB. 193309 WORFY WO
VOBTTRIIS* TORT oI 193709 ¥HOWTY 0IRTR L)
LoD PORFT INAT. VT, V8.0 TRRSTY BeOAT ST,
OX Re0T AP, BNT T3 IIN, JoD JgRFT TomoN.
epBcdR : ‘'ToBX’ Bty [RBY. VT, : VTPITFR. TFRONW
TOEITENID  BTFOOT, ¥QTTT cﬂoa&o&meuaﬁ&)od. Eg. Titan,
giant SRBNYS. [WIQ  WICRRNW. B PFFETY T
30RE [UR DIUYYSID. 2000 ¢ TR IIK BTD.

TRROTD W’ X 2ORTT IF, BWEFOD TT 2OWTR
SR wocIP. STY B WM. ReRE B Bes3T e,
OTD TPWWT OB FTRR3Y.

QTODTT, a'aéﬁori SRR ATRPITNDIID WO IIK
©5,-Food-200nn. Q00 IWoBTY ToIQ0NR 1108 IRBTJL
- Consumer. IIRTOTTAR JTYIITFT VT MLITY. ©TT
BRZVFEOTP ﬁs%m%e. Soen ﬁoﬁpo. P \WIOTAS ORRFONERY. The
tread. of (her ®) its unseen feet which only angels can hear
D003, ¥ cloud TP NORS* BTRT V.

AW, BIET IR FIRNOR  LUTOINTZN VOIS,
TRION TRAOLD. T TeYQED. WIIHBROD DO, e f—and,
BRTOOT  IFOTMIH. ARPET IS @, s @non W80
Bed?’ —oow IP, asn, wwebBodeIn |

25 TF TS eors—3



dsdoesd wadod exidr)
18, Bangalore, 18-9-1940

My dear Karanth : T thought need would not arise for again
writing you about a matter on which it is possible for both
of us to get sore. I wish we had talked it over either at Puttur
or here. Will you kindly permit me to say a few things again
this time finally?

I fear you are carrying this business in passion to serve
any cause well. Your fears are not true and you must take
my assurances and your objects can all be gained by simpler
means. Every small error is piled up into a cumulative
monstrosity. Could you not think of it all as something settle-
able by talking things over in fond faith ? Have you given that
method a chance? If the point is wrong, have you been in
the right absolutely? Must we quarrel so ferociously in the public
gaze without giving each other credit for common honesty?
There is the Executive Committee of which you are member
and there is the general body which is our elector and our
appellate authority. The subject was taken up in May if even
for a few brief minutes and you did not raise any question
then and there; nor did you ask for an adjournment to consider:
the abuse. Another meeting was fixed 3-4 months in advance
and called after due notice with your charge-sheet on the
agenda. You did not come; nor did you say the date was
inconvenient. R.V.J.* was at Dharwad the day we went,
offered to meet the Vice President that afternoon but did not
do so. He preferred to file a statement and chose to be absent
for our meeting another held elsewhere. Can't you see that
a Committee could not answer in a resolution every detail of
all the items in a two page argument? The Committee went
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fully into the questions, almost put it on the Vice President
to explain and then resolved broadly on important issues on
which it had particularly to exercise itself. You must concede
there were points in your charge which had better be talked
over- minor omissions, delinquencies if you please, which we
might pass over after learning explanations of how they
happened. The major charges were fully gone into. To put the
official chief of a body to a charge and ask him to explain
his conduct is, I think bad enough. To ask him for further regret
should be the limit. It is not grace. If found guilty of gross
dereliction of duty by the general body, he will do so then or
quit. Your talk of Law Courts surprises me and is certainly
disproportionate. Should not give the general body chance to
express its mind about it after hearing all that has taken place?
That is the minimum courtesy we should be extending to it.
If you feel like it, bring up a proposition and prefer your
complaints there before getting into papers a worse. I wonder
if any one should drag an Institution of some standing and the
servants of a cause through that mere making it unpleasant
if not nasty to everybody. It will not serve any useful purpose
either for us, for him, for the President, for the country or
for yourself. Things were best done with a patient discussion
of it or put in the general body. Have you so much time etc.,
to put us all into the dock charging us with failure in duty,
lack of integrity and so on at a prosecution? Can any of us
be much and so alone in the right that we can appoint ourselves
the scourges and pugs of mankind? I am talking to you rather
strongly perhaps but please hear me before you decide on any
swift course of action.

Who can deny supreme powers to a general body or take
away rights from it? The year's business of transactions wi]]
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be placed before it and it is up to it to accept them or reject
them or to censure its officials and representatives for the year.
It we are dissatisfied with a person let us try to be relieved
of him: and let him go in peace, let it not be said and that
we shall not be less than graceful to a person who has served
us and the country for a good time. If things should be set
right. we shall suggest and enforce the better ways. That would
be drastic argument like 'Let the Institution die' may please
not be used. Thus, everyone is entitled to an honest opinion;
let it not be imposed. Granting that the Institution is not ail
it should be, the argument to break it should come last or not
at all. When all can help to mend it no wisdom attaches to
counsels of ending it. And I do not like any esteemed fellow
worker in our country least of all one of his standing and record
of service to be scourged and publicly humiliated for the folly
of accepting service of our Institution and for serving it
according to his lights and limits. For more than that no man
give nor any person ask of him. He is something in the lives
of most of us which is very dear and we cannot see this with
unconcern. Are we not after all striving for comradeship and
extension of human friendliness beyond technical branch of
produce conformities and rules etc.? We need each other's help,
advise and companionship to promote the cause we desire to
serve and why do we get so furious and impatient with one
another? It is inexpedient, unwise and harmful to drag the
Princes into our quarrel publicly. Now that our President is
king, it should be inconsistent with his royal position to be official
head of an Institution like ours and he may himself ask to be
relieved of that position soon. The general body will surely elect
somebody else for patronage can be expected or got under
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our circumstances. Sandur need not be talked about also. It
is indelicate in the extreme to use his name in discussion nor
will it be fair to him or for us. We must spare him public
humiliation. Believe me, no discourtesy was meant or shown.
Should we have indicated the life of things to him or not? Could
we as the last means have called off the opening ceremony?
Kindly think of these things realistically without anger and I
wish you did not raise the subject for it leads to secular
complications all round which you must help us by every effort
to avoid.

If you can't help or work with the President, pray keep
away. Above all, do not do anything irrevocable which we may
all repeat at present for it is the cause of permanent bitterness
among fellow workers who should be comradely. Officials are
elected. On some things done, a person or two take exception.
An Executive Committee of which one is a member goes into
it and acts in a particular way. You may, if you can give it
a show down before the electors in the general body meeting
and take its decisions that is the proper authority and there
is no right beyond its powers to exercise. Meanwhile why
should you waste so much of your time and temper on things
like releases for the Press, Law etc. I never associate such
attitudes with you for are we not all trying to stand larger than
the daily needs of life? May I not plead with you to see things
in better proportion? Or, in heaven's name, get off from this
business and do something else which continues to keep us
all in friendship, mutual esteem and gratitude. More than this,
I shall not say and I shall beg like Sri Krishna Paramatma
himself in the Holy Geetha (!) that ‘D3, DI wBeers
odquez{Ik Igo BT,
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Meanwhile. how is Mrs. and how are children? Has the
teere armved and is he promising to shine in a new Sowe9

*R.V. Jagirdar (Sriranga).
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i Bangalore, 13-7-1974

My dear Karanth : Thank you for your letter/s. I acted on
your instruction that I need not write back to you. It’s not
easy for me to scribble on my own. The effort would have
made it more illegible to read. You are lucky in that you have
gained back legibility. That speaks of continuing vitality. You
are keeping fresh and getting along with work. Ithal told me
that you had completed a novel and were at something on your
relationship with Drama. You are doing a continuance of your
personal experiences. Dr. Shivaram has- called frequently and
cheered me. He is himself ill.

It is good we are able to chew cuds at all. Sometimes,
that is healthful. I am in a condition when I can’t do anything
substantive. I have completed a note on my stay in Bombay
in 1922. I hope I shall be able to get along with the series
of books I have promised to do for the I.B.H. They have been
good and helpful to me all along and they fed me. That is
the minimum I should do; but it is tiresome business, having
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to do with writing much of which does not strike quality - dull,
drab and full of the usual sentimentality that infests our literary
evaluations. Our writers are so taken up with the praise of
Basava and his time and they gamish their stuff with cheap
Jibes against the Brahmin and the ‘Purohitshahi’ and what they
call the ‘Establishment’. When and where was a land and time
free from poverty and inequality? The Evil, as you know,
persists today. Over a decade now they empty on us a
numberless - a hundred Prajnas. Their smallest distinction in
preference or revilement is clothed with one or other. Much
of it is confusion and old hat.

Regarding the Political and the Economic situation, all that
I can say is that we have lost character as a people and all
sense of public good. But for the positive selfishness of
politicians, traders and the Governmental machinery, we could
have absorbed all the money in fruitful economic enterprise
and achieved welfare. We read of Sweden, Switzerland etc.
I have myself benefitted from the University College Hospital
in London, where my stay for 15 days showed me a picture
of perfect organisation, goodwill and helpfulness. They charged
me nothing. The nurses looked after me like daughters; they
wouldn’t be requited in the least. It is the National Health
Service, and you know the U.K. is spending nearly £4,000
million alone on that item, i.e. Rs.7200 crores. Use and
distribution are to be achieved and if the Centre, the States
and individuals at all levels fail to play the game, it is agony
indeed and failure of function. I wonder how we shall be able
to redeem ourselves. Everyone wants everything - here and
now : he screams - en masse - riots; and is prepared to destroy.
No one helps to produce and share with the rest of the
community. If we worked - all of us - on the fields, in the
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offices and factories for what we receive. we could achieve
more. It seems a dream of desire.

How are you, otherwise? How are conditions at home? My
wife released herself from suffering. And shall I not say, she
was lucky? A story of 30 to 35 years of ailment and suffering
has ended, leaving me relieved no doubt, but full of a feeling
that I must have failed to secure harmony and co-existence.
Our country is a phantasm land which seems to be riddled
with every level and kind of lack and lapse. I recognise a note
of tiredness in your letter. Let that not be in the way of the
brave work you have been doing. Possibly I have been right
in my feeling - and am I? - that you have been much too
intrepid and impatient. When we know our people as fully as
we do, we can’t expect the donkey to behave better. It doesn’t
go the quicker for beating. Our hopes and aspirations are vast
and high; our desires intense, but fulfilment depends on a
thousand other factors than the course of possibility which we
can think of. Who am I to speak of work, measure and wisdom?
My energies are feeble and those of a school master. I was
working in a Dept. unblessed by my superiors and not very
high in student or public esteem.

Kannada even today has no place in the All India set-up
and economy. I do not know if among the South Indian
literatures, we are counted as an entity. That however is the
only medium in which we could do some useful work for our
people and so took me away from other fields of pursuit and
stay here. I have not much to show against nearly 50 years
of wakeful life where I strive or fight or dare. But this has
had the colour and the cast of character : less dynamic, less
efficient and fruitful than for eg. yours. I salute you on your
work. May your pen and tongue keep on fresh and strong.
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PSS : You have called down on yourself this wretchedly long letter! Am
1 keeping cheerful and mentally in condition? The scribe who has been helping
me is keeping me alive for over 5 years now. He has abilities and aspirations
of his own; but has been devilling for me with tireless affection. This letter
has saved me some boredom, as you say. And I have inflicted on you, |

know, almost an essay, as you will say! mo30 mmo.

18. Bangalore, 1974

My dear Karanth : Your letter : thanks. It was typed by
my young friend Kumar on a typewriter which my son
purchased from a Doctor friend who had brought it from
America. The lettering is well-shaped and I too like it, next
to another, which is today used in London and the UNO. The
latter seems to have made a gift of a few machines to
Institutions like the NBT etc. Since I have lost my fingers for
writing, I have to depend on typescript. It will be less of a
problem for the recipients of the letters.

Your letter relieves me from a great anxiety : for, I was
afraid, that one of my sentences may hurt you slightly. I meant
only that your enthusiasm for ideas, values and attitudes in
individuals, institutions and movements might make too great
a demand as your feelings and press hard on your emotions
to the hurt of your physical system. I know you are hardy
and can bear expenditure of physical & mental energy,
enormously longer, yet earnestness makes often too much of
a drain on physical resources. One of the friends of Sakuntala
mentions ‘©8%¢®s oTJose’ and wouldn’t like to depress
Sakuntala when she was going so happy to her husband’s place.
But neither can I forget what Dr. Jayaram told me sometime
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back when 1 asked him if this continuous hearing of
moans and groans from mental patients everyday - morning,
noon and night. ‘No’, he said: ‘they provoke or stimulate
me to think of what 1 can do to relieve and rehabilitate them!’
It is great faith and the proper Credo for a Doctor. A strong
man like you only can write as you do. God bless you.

Our writers have poor faith in the quality and the role of
the literature, I mean its status, for, it can’t be said to have
a role except that it should be truest expression of all that
a writer feels and believes in what he is saying and doing.
It is invective, worse; it is negative, theatrical and indulges in
mockery and crying down. There is little hope of still younger
sorts doing better because many of these major writers are
teachers in colleges and no one can inspire better than he is.

I am glad to hear you are doing the work you report. I
haven’t seen your book on Sculpture or Art but that it should
require a hundred illustrations to communicate meaning is not
a small tribute to the value of what is being conveyed. I am
recovering slowly and may take a couple of months more freely
to walk about - if I can do it at all. The hand and the foot
have yet to recover to gain freedom. It took ten minutes for
the left to go off and may take ten weeks or months (alas
the while!) to come back to.

Do not overstrain yourself though that is a silly way of talking
to a man whose nature is intensely to exercise himself in what
he believes in doing.

Friends are calling on me to cheer and compliment on

what they call a quick recovery. May their words fulfi]
themselves.
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Do come in September or October or any time you like
When | am sure of your affection, physical presence or
nearness needn’t be of greater avail or assurance | am glad
to hear Hebbar is going to Germany. Aithal seems to have
said to me that you were doing Ajanta and Ellora some time
back. You are lucky people. May the luck stay.

19. Bonvndh, 27-7-1979
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22, Bangalore, 12-11-1941

Dear Prof. J. : Many thanks for doing one better than your
word. You almost menace me with a challenge about the
publications of your article. Seeing that it comes from no craven
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but a puissant knight, I should be less than a sport if I did
not take it up. So, go it shall into the mag. And you shall fight
vour battles as you will. My feeling is that it would not have
been the worse for a little more meat. That, never the less,

your lance shall be hurled.

Re : my insinuations and nastiness, I cannot be judge and
I have nothing to plead. If I appear like lymph and no bone,
well that is how I am made. You cannot ask or expect a camel
to overleap its hump, or strengthen its naturally crooked back.
But this is certain : If a battery like the one I use or is my
kind - can bring in on me such healthful, such fruitful response
to good game at that I shall not apologise or blush.

I do not know whe the two major artists are : But the big
guns are impossible if you need a review this side of 1943-
5! So I have handed over your meoxecds to Mr. K.
‘Sampathgiri Rao, M.A., who is a very earnest student of the
Gita besides being an ace student of literature. Two other
persons I considered and let pass for various reasons.

Meanwhile, you have played yourself into my hands. I am
neither a line nor a point in Samskrit, nor a profound scholar
in anything. I am one of the freelances and sometimes make
excursions in to the fields which do not belong to me. Often
I plead exigency; moic vl it just tickles wy vanity to feel
that I should not run away from a task set to me; and I have
never done that. The ‘Hindu’ fellows ask me to face your Depth
charge and give me exactly 500 words to do you in. I know
it is not fair so to constrain a party; but they are not exactly
known for being obliging. Let me however see if within the
short compass I may touch the fringes of the subject with my
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secular, - natural criticism. You are never tame and you can
certainly not be expected to be anywhere about that zone when
you are big game hunting as you are doing now. All this is
to say that you must be prepared for some ranting thro’ a
Madras paper. Incidentally you will help me to earn atleast
a fiver - not bad seeing that it will meet a month’s electric
charges! Bah, what sordidness? This is Cannibalism. Well, how
about everything else? The President this time is Prof.
Krishnasastry and I know he is the sort to do a thing thoroughly.
Remember me to Mrs. J. and other friends.

23. Mysore, 24-11-1941

My dear Prof. J. : Are you so much down and in the dumps
that you will not care to think of me at all. I have put up
with a number of insults and causa bella from you. But not
being a quarrelsome fellow have set them down spine and not
let them be provocations.

What I say now is this : Bestir yourself from the intoxication
of being father to a son. Other people have had sons before:
Be modest and give the world the dues which belong to it:
to that part of which I inhabit. Write some decent =& stuff
for us. Tho’ for all the ‘wealth of Ormuz and of Ind. I shall
not care to accept you without your irresistable, irrepressible
rallies and sallies of whatever you care to call your nature
and your writing.

Kindly convey my S30x0°’s to professoreine* - or ess? -
J. and remember me to her.

* BRFPHOE3  or Professoress, i.e. Mrs. Jagirdar.
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24 Bangalore, 5-2-1942

My dear Prof. J. : Here is something for your digestion.
I am thankful that 1 am atleast 300 miles away from you now
Though 1 do not know if you will lick me physically I should
atleast be afraid of a ferocious initial impact.

I am more than certain that the Hindu (a typical pacifist
in such matters) will remove the 3™ para with its offensive
observations. It may cut out a bit or two even from the last.
But I am sending this to acquaint you with the brunt of my
offence. If you will feel that I have tried honestly to understand
your position, I know you will try to forgive me for other things.

This is good work J. and I am wishing that you will build
up a positive independent thesis on Ethics properly drawing out
the implications of all the statements you make even in

devastations of other positions. Gee, it is lively work and - go
ahead!

You are sure atleast of one reader who will get through
the matter.

How is Mrs. J.? And how are the children? My SR ’s
to her.

23. Bangalore, 13-4-1942

Dear Prof. J. : I have done you enough wrong already to
have the face to approach you with requests for writing. But
knowing that you are sport I am approaching you again. Please
do not think that I am ragging you; because I wrote that coda
to your article in the Patrike. You are not a timid knight and
~ will offer fight. Go ahead and sport.
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You must have read my note on Neranga's Sriranga
Sunday fortnight ago. It is just a brief note : for during these
days the Hindu insists on the number of words etc. You may
be interested to hear that | received full nine annas more
than 1 said expected for reviewing Gita Gambhirya. By the
way you seem to have sent your press panting desperately
for ®’'s. They do not seem to have enough of it to fill even
20pp. You have totally deprived them of §e¢? This is what
happened when a pitiless intellectual hurls his missiles from
armouries which do not have all the weapons he needs and
against targets which he insists on hitting.

How are you all? My 830m00°’s to sister Sarada Devi and
love to children.

26. Bangalore, 7-8-1942

Dear Prof. J. : I am glad you have released yourself on
me. This sally is quite a pleasure. You will not anger me nor
find me shrink from an apology when or if it is due. It shall
be full, free and frank - and without conditions. I had you also
in mind, perhaps, when I penned the note. My mind sees too
many ghosts and is afraid sometimes unnecessarily. That is the
price a timid nature has to pay when it fears it may lose
affection? But this also is true : I heard other voices complaining
of the principle involved in it - of a possible discourtesy taken
or implied in such procedure particularly when that shows
against two N. Karnatak writers only. That is what inhibited
similar notes on poetic convention, Saraswathi Bhaitrwa and
Mr. Desai’s article this time. I wish we could clarify issues
better by indicating other relevant points of view to young
readers who may chance to read it. In all techrical magazines
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clsewhere, the reviews represent the most advanced thinking
in a subject. Why should it not be that with us? If I have
hurt you in the least I am most sorry. There you have it.

I wanted to write almost the whole of last week when I
heard that Mrs. J. was delivered of a son for you. It must
be capitulation to Mara really. But, boy, that splendid Mara?
As Cory wrote, one clings to it because it is frail and good
and so much of this life, near and tangible. But look after Mrs.
Well. She is not quite a strong lady physically and needs all
the affection and nursing you could give her. I was preoccupied
with ills nearer home which have darkened my life and, as
I feared, even my perceptions and tried my spirit sorely. I am
not so much thinking of my place in the Universe which is
hard enough in all conscience; but of things more intimately
personal. That is however; - each has his prison in which to
- have to - live and his oppression to be oppressed with.
JoONTPTY,  wokedes o©gg  will help me emerge, I hope.

Write the article. Shall I give you four weeks? Five? Do
write. Take 2-3 weeks only and remember me to friends.

27, Bangalore, 24-2-1943

Dear Prof. J. : Your letter and the article. It will go into
the Triveni of 1943, tho’ it was a bit too late for the Dec.’4?
issue which sees the light of the day in about a week or two
from now. The Editor in charge may most likely send you the
copy in which your article is not printed. But that is sent to
assure you of bonafides. I hope it will tell you of his regard
and sense of further favours to come from your side.
Meanwhile Mr. Mahishi may be persuaded to send something
also. He may take time till May. I thought he would not have
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forgotten me: for 1 wrote him and his Boss. The latter wrote
back. and he did not. 1 have learnt humbly to wait. Could you
also persuade a young friend I met some time back - he is
Mr. C. D. Deshpande? - to write some short note on a flaming
or vital historical or other episode. I feel he can do it. He
1s the sort who can.

I have developed tooth and claw and as I threatened in
one of my earlier letters to punch your nose for spites, for
enjoying myself, and, worse, to upset some old women
hereabouts at their desks who are always crying themselves
upto into legendary - and exclusive - unapproachable eminences
& carrying on silly propaganda against me. Normally I am a
modest - even a meek - person. Even you must admit that.
But it does not seem to pay, or even help to keep one unread
or insulted security. I too can play with claw and bite - I should
like to show the world. But isn’t it a pity that I should appear
like rushing at your face and throat in an effort to fight bloody.
But you are a fighter and I know you will parry, beat down
and reestablish your overwhelming might - whoever the
opponent. And I am fool hardy enough to use your choice
weapons. If the worst happens, the ©8% will get access of
a splendid piece of lively writing on % from. you beginning
with, say, it is elementary stuff or criticism in swaddling clothes!
I shall’ve engineered, at my own cost such a contribution from
a valued writer. Let this be known also : you will not find
me running away from my responsibilities or post. During this
one month or two Biggish people in my reviews! one against
no less than the Special Private Secretary of our own Beloved
TR ONT®,- ah me! - and then against Sir C. P. in the
forthcoming Sunday issue perhaps of the Hindu. The meek do
not inherit this earth; and even to survive have occasionally
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to be standing up when the world insists of gesticulating at
them rather menacingly.

Karanth was here and I wish you all joy on what friendship
can yet thrive in this unhappy country of ours. All life is over
shadowed by pitiful bursts of ill temper if not even lunacy. And
no one - no cause howsoever great - is free from soiling when
those fits are on and men and parties disgrace themselves and
in the process drag the country down into mire. I agree with
you about this official ‘good’ only with this difference between
you and me.

I do not enjoy and have the solace I wish I could get about
the home front. But that does not matter. To love, to like, to
live according to one’s light and at its best we can manage,
is all that is given to us. And we shall give ourselves up to
it to our uttermost. If it burns us out, let it. And there shall
be no cry of Prudence to call ‘hold, enough’.

With regards to self and S=%0*’s to Mrs. J.

28. Bangalore, 19-3-1943

My dear Prof. J. : I have duly received your duel notice
and I see the whet in your appetite and the anticipatory relish
of the prize. Prize or no prize, success or failure, the combat
is exhilarating. Mortals can ask for no more. It is perhaps
immoral and selfish as well to hope for more. Shoot, therefore,
and you will find me straight. If I can, I shall send my answering
fire. But, then even we must agree to stop this with the next
issue. Pray complete the main article and concentrate your
panzers or whatever they be, for total victory. Bewildered
friends will see some not very mild salvos of artillery fire
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between fellows who looked so unpromising as likely opponents
in such a game.

I know Kannada is not strong in the possession of much
secular or pure literature. And when your offer to rob me of
even the few things we might show up to the world, I naturally
cannot let you have the field so easily and so absolutely without
a show of fight. All our work nearly is puranic-like and
medieval. Our literature as such must write now and tomorrow.
Just think of my entering VBT field of and on which you
must be teacher for M.A. fellows. You spoke of @b, DDA
etc. and all that is liquor. My answer would be tame and poor
if I did not dress up for the dinner. A cat may look at a King,
they say, and so why not at you? And felix must growl to
be accepted. But pray do not take too much time over the
writing. We are thinking why we should make the ©8% again
a “!/,ly” and if that materialises we shall’ve to go press almost
immediately. And since each issue will Ipso Facto (!) be thinner
we shall be rationed on space.

I do not know of my Editorial blz_;cidists from our side. If
there be any such feeling please let it be disabused. All are
welcome. So the fare be good and dinner worthy. Whoever
is willing to contribute is friend and who does not is potentially
one. We shall wait patiently till the world is wrought to our
purpose which is built in good faith and praying to be returned.
I have just been lucky in that I have received a gesture of
comraderie from Sjt. ANN.K. who contributes an article on
O BT HeToTRID. We shall ever be looking forward to such
kindness.

Are not you a honk(?) to have talked to Sjts. Mahishi and
friends about the Triveni? It needs all the help and patronage
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all fnends can extend. You and 1 both print in the forthcoming

1Issue. You on your own, | as a parasite.

Mecanwhile how are you all? I remember almost every time
I think of Mme. J. how one day she asked me if I will not
be comfortably lodged and boarded (?) at her place. And I
have not worn off the stripes yet. Someday I shall hope to
make amends for any hurt I may have caused to hearts and
hostesses such as she who have always treated me with the
utmost affection and regards. Kindly convey to the good lady
my SXOFYT®s.

With best regards and every hope that the Doctor will yet
save his patient.

29. Mysore, 14-5-1944

My dear Prof]J. : Your letter. Thanks. It is not darshan of
each other but just a knoc:king against for under a couple of
minutes. That could not be helped; for I was already over
due at Mysore by 3-4 days. Nervousness about conditions at
home drove me back, even as’the need to cash the salary
cheque for meeting the opening expenses for the month, or
more truly to put it - to clear the April messes before being
permitted to open the May sessions! So it was, that you found
me : with blues, creases, stale cloth and perhaps with a worn
face, and ways. I am jogging along as ever and I wonder if
I can record lower physical and mental vivacity ever.

If what I have had has at any time struck as being features
- O boy - is it not affection from the other and that is,
explanation? But Mrs. J. was really looking thin & wan. | hope
it was just the noon day heat. That’s what made me feel
worried. You & I have other excitements and diversions ever
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to be wholly in the dumps or be lost! But she 1& precions cargo

in vour hfe. So. be careful

Meanwhile vou have done a bit of work with your =Ae==
~ao®r . and 1f anvthing comes in answer you have asked for
it. Dr. Johnson (was it he?) said that a writer was a universal
challenger of man against whom anyone may take cudgels
Therefore, prepare to take a hiding, you have made awful
allegations and not very fortunate generalisations and have
desired to sweep us - and all our traces - off the map. That
may be your opinion. If it is an opinion as T.E. Lawrence put
it - An opinion can be argued with : A conviction is best shown.
I am afraid you are making your observation the latter, that
1s, - or rather - nonrational category. So take it. Even [ feel
that the section on the poverty, hunger etc. was slightly cruel.
&coon was perhaps uncontrollable! Well, let him have it. A
mag. like mine will not suppress an attitude and when it is
that of a known worthy.

Inamdar must be speaking of a little difference between him
and me in the 3.%0.%. B8 - some 3-4 issues back. If you will
add to the controversy, welcome. Let us have the thrill of a
fray, so it can advance thought or criticism. Else it will be
waste of time. Punting at each other in barren pugnacious ways.

How was your own part of the performance at Bombay?
You had a show in addition; if not of your making, of an other’s
showing? But the journey to and from is a Devil’s straight jacket
- memory of which brings me cold shivering.

I met your son and he refused to return my greetings. Every
sign that he will develop into the sort of impossible citizen of
whom his author may be the original!
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Now to business : It would appear that the Karnataka
College has a Logic place vacant. Is that already thick with
the shadows of a likely occupant or is still genuinely open?
Who should be approached for it? A young friend of mine who
is brilliant really will like very much to changeover. He 1s a
Research Fellow. A 1st class man and a lecturer. Clear headed,
combative and not easily bowled of. See if you can suggest
ways and honest means.

With best regards and with SR0mo*’s to Mrs. J. & love
to children.
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32. Bangalore, 28-4-1979

My dear Dr. Adya : It was kind of you and your wife to
call at my place a few days back and spend some time with
me. The day on which the Bangalore-people honoured you,
1 thought 1 should be present. But being down and in a Nsg.
Home 1 could not be present. Your play printed now as a book
you brought me and gifted me with it. I have gone through
it once : not enough for shalya; certainly not criticism; yet
here goes.

It reflects your special technique of making the Sutradhara
almost the primary Agent of Direction. As sponsor of the plot,
characterisation and almost the theme itself - what happens
as a succession of themes will just be illustrative. In this play
it is the Vidusaka supported by the Musician. It is a helpful
and intelligent asscn. of music and dance in a play. Kumaravyasa
and the Dasas have been a fruitful source of help and
elucidation.

That you have brought Kartavirya and Ravana with Stree
1 & 2 to be foils is certainly a very interesting lighting up
of the scene though in the course of the play the political scene
of our time and the democratic argument comes in. The two
powerful men Kartavirya and Ravana of the Classics is
symbolic. The last page and pages between 57 and 60 more
or less summarises the gist of the theme in message. The futility
of the thousand hands and of the ten heads speaks to us how
your crticism “q003 2039 ©8 IVINY; T IS pelafeto
OF, AT ¢ I OMHY VWO, mamm@mgcs.
ARPET oI, B wIWOTHS” is stark doctrine. And what
does Kartavirya do with a thousand arms with 2 to clasp a
woman and with the remaining 998 to stop another redoubtable.
For he has asked all his harem to play with him.
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I can see it is difficult to play, for the actors have to build
up the theme over the first 80% of the play to see how the
democratic - main theme making the play - idea frustrates the
most thoughtful, for then neither Kartavirya nor Ravana is
efficient enough to carry off a situation. It is stiff doctrine and
must be difficult to handle but it is quite your way of handling
a theme and situation. The Vidusaka is unflinching and has
no mercy even on himself, for at one point he is made to forget
that he was not merely the Vidusaka but a Viceroy of the
king Kartavirya when the latter has gone on enjoyment. It is
a very intriguing situation. In all Art, symbolism and modernism
of a sort have replaced pictorial and human sentimentality.
Kannada Drama is doing it with you. If the actors have been
able to bring off the effect you intend, it will be credit to great
intelligence and adaptability to a new requirement of the intellect
and theatre.

I hope I am not misunderstanding the drift of the play and
I hope you will pardon me if [ am making a comment which
the play does not support. But you and your wife have been
very kind and hospitable to me. I have valued it all these days
and I am grateful to you for the extension of this regard. Kindly
convey my thanks to Mrs. Adya. I cannot trust my own hand
and pen. Therefore, I have got this written by my young friend.

P.S. : That the costume and make up itself are part of the theme with
neither the thousand arms for Kartavirya or the ten heads of Ravana and
the personae of the drama being presented half and/or incompletely made
up itself an element of presentation and message is significant : “z 20
JoLT TRRBVTT ¥, TowE WICKNTT. Jecde Fox I TY, T
wingde ed” ete. "SONP? WROWIVW” established other points.
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The attack on the dunces who constitute the audience is an other point
which targets your cnticism. They have not understood it before; nor can
they understand the theme here and now. [ will have to write very much

more elaborately if 1 dared. Therefore | stop.

4 D !bfd§ =300}
35 Sonsedd, 1-5-1930

My dear Puttappa : Many thanks to your kind gift of ‘Kolalu’
which the V.K. people have sent on to me. The pieces are
most of them well-known to me and were long before this
collection. I have always been delighted with the original
freshness of your pieces and the daring gallop of your numbers.
They have the heartful touch of the earth and like beautiful
real flowers grow out of it.

I remember to have said to you - was it not at Belgaum-
that yours are the only poems which are cheerful and bright,
where wealth of poetic imagery and illumination runs hand in
hand with a living zest for things. Practically all others of any
value, alas, for some reason or other have been sad. May the
high Gods preserve you in full vigour of body, mind and spirit
to give us more and ever more of Joyous zo¢d. There is not
a single piece among these poems who-so-ever the pedants
may arraign it, for a little freak, excess or loose and here and
there, some where which does not flash the poet KVP. It is
surely too late in the day to think of complimenting you as
a poet. For, believe me, it is the purest strain of original poetry
we had of recent years and that you are destined to be perhaps
the most considerable poet of our time. There is nothing in
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modermn Kannada literature to equal it in daring richness and

exuberance - variety and God's plenty.

I can’t help writing like this and [ am sure you will forgive
me 1if 1 make you feel uncomfortable.

Trusting that this will find you in the enjoyment of perfect
health.

34, Bangalore, 11-7-193}

My dear Puttappa : Thank you very much for your kind
gift. It is too late in the day for anybody to convey compliments
to you. You are now above and beyond them. Kannada knowing
people ought to be really grateful to you for the sustained
pleasure you are supplying them through your poems, plays and
sketches. I am particularly grateful to the beautiful lyrics
contained in ‘Wre®’. The same cheer, the same grace and
music, the same deftness and lightness of touch feature the
original and the adaptation. I see Ariel in them and I make
bold to confess that only KVP is capable of such a rendering.

I heartily congratulate you on it.

E 5 Camp : Hyderabad, 15-10-1945

My dear Prof. Puttappa : Just a line to tell you that I have
been caught up here and abouts when I came on the
Nadahabba programmes. Madame Wadia wires to me that |
must go to Jaipur for the Indian PEN Conference. I have been
more or less induced by friends to accept her invitation to go
there, which is perhaps the only All India Conference which

came my way.
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I do not know what upper limit of time is given to you
by the University to tabulate and send the marks. I shall need
the utmost limit of time you can kindly allow. Possibly I shall
be back on the 26th or 27th and shall be able to give mine
before the end of the month if that be not too late or any
nearer earlier date. Please accommodate. If any entering or
tabulating work is made 1 shall try to help.

About the latest limit of time, I shall thank you if you can
informally write a line to me care of the conference. That will
incidentally aid to me to fix up and modify programmes.

Please also don’t worry about the dislocation of our Kannada
work which God knows and in our conscience has been
sufficiently out of gear.

I hope you and yours are well.

@o. Vo T dag rleeso5® @303

36. Honavar, 30-1-1976

Dear Dr. Gokak : On going home today, I got a copy of
the Indian Express which describes my performance as
"Lashing out against the Navyas." No. That was not my
intention. I may be forgiven if I have used discourteous or
hurtful language. I do not take the poetry of the many a pose
as indicated by a friend. The new generation is entitled to
its likes and dislikes and say things as it feels: they are the
players today.

The writing in some is atleast as good as at any time. The
composition in such work is terser, yet more flexible -has some
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undertone-and uses a technique which I admire. | only wish
they add strength and health and joy to life instead of being
content with the negative, mocking or disruptive attitudes.

A great upheaval is on in India;-near becoming a revolution.
Work 1s being done in Political, Economic, Social etc. fields.
Will poets do anything at this task? The country asks lite.
men if they will help? Should they sit comfortably-or outside
the periphery-"distilling their frenzies and whimsies"?, - [ said:
or "Enlarging their consciousness". If it be an enlargement of
consciousness with all it implies, it is welcome. Yet does no
task call on them as Citizens of a free and great country?
Could we not supply wholesome food?-be atleast clear in what
we say?-meaningful in a larger way indicating a definite stand?
I know Communication is not involved in Creation, constitutively.
It can surely be Expression. But what is its quality and value?
If it be as pure as in Bendre's Kalpana Vilasa, 1 accept it
as poetry of the finest kind, but Bendre has sweep and range
and depth. His is a larger beneficence because he is heir to
disciplines and likes to add to the heritage. @ Many of the
younger writers are merely naughty and wilful and speaking
of the ugly and the dirty. Both have been there at all times
and climes. And what is our Ideal of the Beautiful, the Good
and the Great? Or, do we not consider them as values at

all?

I am sorry to hurt or offend anybody's feelings. I am a
friendly reader of this generation of writers also,-which is my
first duty as a School Master. But I desire to understand.
Irresponsibility of any kind and speaking only of Alienation and
the Absurd etc. are picking up cries from elsewhere. The
~ human situation is such that we do not at anytime know enough
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and certainly not all. Shall we not have reverence for any
thing at all? To life, and to the larger decencies of existence?
Be content with stench and dirt and sex? Many are asking
these questions. 1 as a writer will feel happy if I can follow
the writing. "The generation’s gap" is not the only explanation
for my inability to understand. One younger man threw out
at me as | was going a line from Eliot-the Ist line of 'East
Coker' - which is at least 40 years old! All the old standards
of criticism, valuation, construction and rhythm have gone and
we must replace them by some. I know poetry is of many
kinds and levels. Let it at least move us by being poetry. If
you can and will, you may kindly read it out to the Assembly.

BR. OT®. OT°®. Fe¥wod ©IOr)

37. Bangalore, 1-3-1939

My dear Sri Malwad : I wonder who is setting afloat rumours
like that and why legends about persons should be used to
cloud the real issues? You know that if we thought that way,
the arrangement would not have been continued on 30th Dec.
last when we met at Working Committee. Was I not the person
who pressed for continuation and for giving our friend a chance
to do his best in conformity with the Parishat’s prestige, purpose
and policy? I should not say this normally. But you ask me
to explain the lie of the land.

Meanwhile every step our friend is taking or failing to take
makes smooth relations difficult. He has been telling every one
he meets that he is sick of it all, men and things; that he is
resigning in December, in Jan., in Feb. in March; - while |
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am afraid he flouts the appeals and persuasions of the Vice
president and others.

You as friend of both may be kinder to the Parishat and
not rush to think that the Parishat is and must always be at
fault. And again, is the Parishat alone responsible for the
unpleasantness? Is not much of it due to unnecessary
misunderstanding and refusing to look at things and measures?
Give themselves that benefit in such abundant measure? Am
I petulant? Pray, see my way a bit before you friends jump
to conclusions. I wish friends here as well as elsewhere could
see and appreciate the forbearance and courtesy shown to this
friend of us both all these days - despite things.

Let me hope that we shall have a chance to talk it over
when we meet here on the 18th. If you keep away for any
reason, it should be a pity. The question will come before the
Working Committee as scheduled in the Agenda and you must
kindly make it convenient to be present, and help. Do not please
rob us of the advantage.

Meanwhile pardon me for writing at this length. It is done
in the confidence that you are reading it and extending to it
kindly attention.

With best regards to self and friends.

BR. . HO. YIOW0® &30S

38. Mysore, 11-3-1944

My dear Inamdar : Before I could recover from the shock
of your counter attack you have batteried me with telegram.
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| cannot believe the matter is of that urgency. You said the
date would be about the 2nd or 3rd week of April. As things
stand about the closing part of the Ist week (7)-on 33 =g
Qe® - 1 must be present at Bangalore to perform my
grandma’s =g! 1 am at my wits end to answer the wire.
So have it this way.

Meanwhile it will be a mercy to let me be : For I have
no money to equip myself to go there - or spend a few chips
on the way to and from Bombay. Journey is bearly difficult.
Your Inter is not much of a temptation. I am down and out
and am at sea to provide myself food is extremely costly and
is exercising me also. It will be nothing less than criminal to
think of such luxuries as going to Bombay now. So please
swallow back your rheum and dissuade your friends of the
Sangh from that - your - choice. If their mind holds about
me, let me go there 2 or 3 years hence and quite after this
insane economic situation has gone. It does not make much
difference to the Kannada world if I do not make a speech
here or elsewhere. I know better than to believe in any such
nonsense. When Christ and Gandhi fail o.2¢. will not make
a difference. Most of all in such a warquaked time like ours.

It is good of you and the Sangh to think of me. But I find
it impossible. Pray control your grief : it was charged to the
account of Arnold that he was Wordsworth’s widow. You
certainly will not commit that extravagance of fancy in
connection with a lesser person.

Re: Sakuntala, you may do your worst. You will not find
me ‘afeared’. I am strong enough to shake the world with
Kalidasa on my side and with people who refuse to measure
upto my poet’s greatness on the other. Even your rattling sobre
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and showing anticipatory teeth in a PEN review leaves me
cold. You will see an array of forces and factor in answering
correspondence. So, | defy you. How are you all?

39. Mysore, 15-3-1944

My dear Inamdar : | received your second wire this morning
It 1s not a good tum. You have done for it commits me to
accepting your offer. 20th I must hand over my marks to the
university. The earliest 1 can start will be 22* morning. Even
then 1 fear you can get my corpse at Bombay on the 23"
afternoon, if that be pleasure for you.

You can do me a real good turn if you can persuade mine
hosts to treat me decently by sending me second class fare:
Inter is horrid. The journey for one like me costs a bit of money
with food and drink on the way for four days to & from. Is
it any good 1.e. will I be-good-at that price? If you and they
think so wire one way fare on receipt of this letter and I shall
start. For that will call me. Else offer explanations to them,
say I am a worthless, unreliable fellow and cry off the
engagement. I am poor Tom and have no money to start with
12 annas now for wiring answer to you. Is that satisfaction?
You have let me touch ground. Manage to see that they suggest
the method - to save your dignity and mine. Bombay should
not be too poor to confer on me second class honours! It can
be royal as it likes.

A year or two ago the Bombay Radio asked me if I could
accept a programme. If they will avail themselves of an
opportunity they can have the privilege of star featuring a
worthy! Incidentally it will fetch me a few chips with which
I can buy a book or two. What strange straits we put ourselves
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to! If it was not for your wantonness all this could have been
abstained and my respectability could have been saved without
need for my telling you how miserably circumstanced I am
now.

Will Madame be in Bombay then? Convey my regards to
her-to them. 1 shall write to them separately if they are there.
It may be possible for me to pay last year’s dues to the PEN.
On your letter or wire (for you are rich!) will depend my
programme. 1 shall even as things are have to cancel off an
engagement here on the 28th; draw up my pay bill for March
early; make arrangements for provisions for 10 days; if I.3.
s xowsd is not fully proof-corrected by them, have to
entrust that to somebody; write to a friend or two if they can
accompany me or meet me on the way, for I am a big man
and will like a friendly warm greeting here and there; see!
And you could have spared all this - and spared yourself the
bother.

But if you insist on indulging your cussed self will go blast
and take all this plague for your portion of your job.

40. PERSONAL Mysore, 25-3-1944

My dear Inamdar : I suppose I must save my face. And
I shall save what of it is still left. I have written to say |
accept Krishna Kumar’s invite. You will have a good night’s
rest after this infliction of 60 Nett hours of misery to satisfy
an obstinate whim if not even an egotistical flourish of
indulgence. Your refusal to understand a genuine situation hag
landed me not only in to physical torments but into a pompoug
programme - where I am left bewildered and breathless. [f
I take a whole life to dedicate for this lecture I should pe
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at the alphabets of a syllabus like the one given to me. And
my ‘eyes’ writing it. Are you all crazy? Don’t | have enough
otherwise to do than to work at such display stuff? I agree
to the subject for it will again unsettle programmes if I said
no and will dump it on a more innocent fellow. If you can
swallow what I spout that will be all the bargain. And the
Kannadigas may be wishing you on the dinner this expect from
you a cook or purveyor of my kind. If writing be condition
at all I am impossible. It is not within my limits of compassing
and will take me years to work to satisfy my taste or the
expectation of my friends, who will even now think me crazy
to accept such high faltering programme. This is no criticism
of any organisers for I can believe them to be genuinely
fanfaronading to catch attention and enthusiastic responses of
every kind. It is youth all over.

Now have at you. If I wrote in a cover you should
have had tone and temper. So you are saved all that in a post
card.

41. Mysore, 9-1-1945

My dear Inamdar : I did not want to write to you at all.
Ever. But this &,8. puts me to humiliation as a person. So here

goes.

Could you prepare for me a note for the Jubilee number?
I give you 4 weeks time within which a ‘fast’ (!) write up
like must be able to fill the whole issue. But I shall be content
with some 8 p.p. of ‘stuff’. Write on a comparative estimate
of Mabhratti and Kannada : prose & drama & criticism during
these 25 years. Put in some work and make it full of meat
and worth and the dinner eatable.
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How are you? How is your Edition of 19447 Has it come

into the family or am | mistaken?

Madame must be angry with me for the overdues of
subscription for PEN and for delays in sending Reviews. I am
deep in torments and travails and not been able to do anything.
If 1 can as 1 hope I shall make good.

Meanwhile why do you gush about ‘mezzo-brow’ in PEN?
It is an old world and an ugly. Mezzo Soprano and Intermezzo
are familiar in music and drama. Brow is English and Aryan.
£, Mezzo is Italian. ‘Middle brow’ is possibly not high brow
enough! Even a weekly like the New Statesman or East is
using the term these few years. You heard of Well’s ‘Broad
brow’ atleast a quarter of a century ago. Are you really so
backward as all this?

And I feel you are all of you gone on the ‘Progressive’
issue. If you were here and I could hit at you I would argue
your head off. You have set views and will not look into Reality,
nor believe there can be a point of view stressed differently
from yours. But God in heavens, I am not with the ballyhoo,
the stench, the bad ones the worse grace of many of the enfant
terribles. Sir, I am a decent citizen of the Kingdom of letters
- a sharer of the joy it offers if I am not a contributor to
it. I%RT to Koppar.

42. Honavar, 14-8-1965

My dear Prin. Inamdar : Thanks for the gift. It is quick
work and the book* has been brought out well. The print and
the get up are fine. The typographical errors are few. The
novel is as you said. It works up a theme : the sorrow op
two sides. The sins of the fathers : and theme and Book title
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1s confirming the dead-birth with working out the consequences
in Sndhara’s case. Nothing else indicates that the case is
established : the surgery in the one and the quickness a moment
before birth are not proofs. Eg. That Gopala will not have his
Sharada and Mohan; or that Sridhara should have chosen more
carefully before he married. This only very late you tell us
that there is mental illness in Laxmi’s family. Any one could
be hysterical when worked up. The statement that the dog filled
a vacant space in the couple’s (?) life for a time. Wasn’t it
good? No good reason only for jealousy. She could have been
grateful to the dog and made friends with it. That’s prologue.
Also that side of animal needed development. The poison
episode is not prepared. BoBoos cause is just crude-servant’s-
prejudice? And Laxmi? And has there been any rudely cuddling
of it by Sridhara? He never once even touches it. Has he
done that before? Or is it a Brahmin’s dog? A good dog takes
a lot of physical affection and responds to it. Sridhara is
sentimental there as elsewhere. Platonic even.

Gopala is good. He lets his wife go ahead far too much
like Nikhil in ‘At Home and Abroad’; and she is just less foolish
than mundane Devaraj : Neglect? Your prejudice against us
old Mysoreans is clearly in Subbarayan. That fellow deserved
a thrash and could have been dismissed. Or you could have
worked out the train of attitude in Sumithra, as she indulged
it when people ‘spoke’ of her as ‘why not?” She would be
another ‘Mohini’** - spoiled in a different way - then.

The 2 sides otherwise are well worked; though I feel
Sridhara - Sumathi is repetitive even in words and sentences.
I need not compliment you on your perception or power of
narrative or finish. You are too advanced a writer to be told
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that. They are there; and you never once let your grip over
character and behaviour analysis of motive. They do and say
what you want them to do. Are you on, or are they? Relax;
be flexible: let them move about as they like and take the
consequences. You will have - O boy! - such a world to handle.

200  with us is deaf : You use it too frequently and in
one short sentence 3 senses are juxtaposed along with it. You
know the form is =000 and use it once; but use SXOTO;
commonly. I think the latter could be reserved for @women ©0.

What else do I say? This is my first crude reaction, not
criticism. Just to show you I have read it. It is sad; and you
are disabiding (?) your performance into tears and misery. Still
the inflexibilities hold Sridhar and Gopal. One sentimental, the
other intellectual. That we don’t fully know before or after
and a mist or fog or darkness infest the events and issues
of life is old statement. This is 8=F8g in a modern mode
of articulation. What is your light to sweeten and strengthen
life? Gopal doesn’t fail; but does he succeed? Are you
projecting Part I1? Else it is good, competent work; congrats.
Enough for one bout?

* QJVOTOCT TOBOWD ‘W0 WNRET wod’
** QT0WOCT 4 FIOWONY TooS.

43, Honavar, 15-1-1966

My dear Inamdar : I have read thro’ your brochure on Pai.
It is good work. I am glad you have presented him well.

His writing is a bit difficult. But the price one has to pay
is to try to understand him. So the last question you ask is right.
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Only when people are wilful and make things unnecessarily
hard and ungainly some feel hurt and grouse. A whole school
1s making itself nasty and is calling-only-itself truthful and
virtuous. Ugliness and filth and dishonesty have been there all
along. It is to redeem life that awareness, thought and work
were commissioned, I suppose. To be - not to say or present
or see or interpret - may be a task. But there are larger attitudes
in life for which we old-worlders paid tribute. I am not
ashamed of them.

Your analysis and presentation are 'helpful and full of regard:
on the twins : in contrast particularly - Golgotha and Vaishakhi.

I am sure people will be thankful to you and the publishers
for this.

This is the first time I read anything you wrote or said on
poetry. You have written on other things, more particularly on
Drama and Fiction. Why don’t you exercise yourself on others;
and review - survey - for assessment as well. It is time some
of you took up the work.

I hope you and yours are keeping well. [ touched Kanyakumari
at last and flew at 32,000 ft. in a Caravelle between Madras
and Delhi and Delhi-Bombay this time. O Boy, a Painter, a
Poet and a School-master should do that as MUST!

Am [ happy? Do I want to crow? Will you two keep your

promise in February at least?

4. Honavar, 19-1-1967

My dear Inamdar : Your Invites add to my worry. Another
talk and on Kalidasa is overwhelming : | am no good at such
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stuff - a book on similes” i1s publishing. One formidable translator
of Kahdasa is speaking: and Venkataramappa is a dreadnought
and rather an uncomfortable competition for a tame fellow-

like me. Whatever put it into your head to ask me to preside
over such a meeting?

We shall start on 24th moming and be there by about 12
or 1. I need no rest after the journey. If I must preside over
my funeral the next day - the privilege does not give me escape
or absolution - we start in the afternoon to be back at Honavar
on the 25th evening.

I have some work on the 23rd evening and can’t leave this
place that day. If I bring a friend or two with me could you
accommodate them? I can’t travel alone and they are good
Madhwakas : at least one of them : not even making bones
about a stuff = full P38 oww.

If one room could be got for them in the best modemn
oriented 8 guest house like Eg. in $OZD’s, they will get
an idea of the Udipi colour, flavour and smell.

Tell Bhat about it all. I shall need all the books on Dickens
and Keats that both of you can lend me. Be a sport. And
don’t curse me for the script. Regards.

45. Bangalore, 2-5-1969

My dear Inamdar : You must be mad to undertake this
business.* Why drag my name out like this unnecessarily? |
have avoided all publicity all these years and should have been
happy to die in my obscurity : I am content with less than
nothing by way of public honour and demonstations.
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And what is my virtue in living on to 70? The other thing
has not happened.

And quiet meeting of cronies about that time by subscription
treated to &@, ToDHX would have done the trick. Or I could
have met the expenses cheerfully.

And, I am no Professor : my university did not make me
one.

* Q¢ TR 70 Doy NOTHFTY TOTFEAT IRROOE TFRTL e
QBRTL BeATOXTOONT wdgéobg TN T, IDTOD =T BT:w0s T3
wob WO TTE D.xe. T3sod.

46. Bangalore, 6-10-1971

My dear Prof. Inamdar : This is to tell you that the final
forms of ‘The Cherry Orchard’ are about to be received this
week end. I shall be called upon to send the prelims. I have
written to Prof. Ramanand that you will be contributing the
foreword and that he will have to thank for it and the publisher
and the press. So kindly produce some stuff so as to give it
to me by this week end. o200°3»5* as Hindustan Seva Dal
used to say. I don’t know what it means. Perhaps ‘urgent and
immediate’.

I am still bad at the bottom and don’t know if it will remain
damaged to the end! Wish me luck. Regard to the lady.

47. Bangalore, 25-8-1972

Dear Herr Prof. : I shall await the rest of the contribution.
It is all right as far as it goes. I have indicated to the author
my reactions on the script. I hope they wili not be deemed
impertinent. After all whom else can I approach for these
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clarifications and corrections? On whom else these demands
be made? You are my - i.e. - Parampara’s benefactor.

It should be interesting to know how Natyasastra directives
compare with the presentation of Yakshagana? Kathakkali will
be dance drama also; but the dancers are not actors like here.
The Bhagavatha there is continuously the narrator; if in
European Operas, words and mimesis play together and the
Ballet are refined, elaborate, sophisticated mimesis - music is
specially composed for them. You are familiar with all these
types. Be a sport and help to put in a bit of this content as
well. Not that anybody will ask all this of us. We shall give
them the stuff on our own. They do not know what will be
given and what is not. It will be our giving that should matter
to us. Cheerio.

48. Zonged®, 29-7-1973
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49. Bangalore, 28-8-1973

My dear Prof. Inamdar : Thanks for the gift of your booklet
on Karanth. It has been beautifully got up and you seem to
have put yourself to extra expenses on that account. But since
the dust cover was made for the original copies it does not
sit comfortably on the cover of the book.

Behind and beyond all that is the affection and care you
have bestowed on the author and his work, which both or all
of us have for Karanth. He is one of the most dreadfully earnest
and purposeful of our writers, for he has values larger than
the purely literary. They are educational in the best sense of
the term. His work is phenomenal for quality and quantity and
marked by range, variety and versatality; each showing up
quietly and depth, with force in his writing or speech or doings.
One feels grateful for the life which has made this possible.
I have seen it in exercise these 45 years nearly from near
and far and he has achieved things which once I thought may
not be possible or tended differently. But, alas, joy and laughter
are no longer there.
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Patience, intelligence and technical ability have gone into
your doing. Your perceptions and valuations are just; at points
highly illuminating. Ofcourse when so much is talked about,
he will be an ass who will accept all that you say in judgement
and emphasis. For things show different aspects and stress
regarding items they deal with according as his own study or
sensing has shaped him. Your exposition of artistic - art - value
can bear a different look. Possibly even in our classical
literature when our playwrights etc. speak of Painting, Dance
etc. I cannot accept on trust the crude general observations
made on eg. amieaqsmv 3,0M0T0, 688 o etc. They
must speak for themselves; the reader must see or feel it :
his saying is neither here nor there and when a technical term
is used it is merely a show off, that the fellow desires us to
pass and tongue in the cheek! That apart.

I wish you had spoken a little more of 203 3= which
is a fictional documentary of a tribal community whose
disintegration is shown as happening : the forces inside it and
coming from the outside. It gathers up many elements which
began with BReDITB ete. wogode @98 needed comment
and a little more space. Whatever you think of the ideas -
which are fine intrinsically - its prose is one of the most beautiful
and powerful we have in Kannada. His Dharmaraya is ironically
meant and except for the great lady there - mother to Xox3(?)
- the rest have been in different degrees of expression in other
novels; though a monster comparable to Mahabalayya is unique.
The Sex-glutter 0% is next in gradation. There is nothing
else in him except the brute.

Uttoor and his wife, and the fine lady in [IINY BoYoHd
(?) are dears. There is a technical tour-de-force in that sister
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picking up the. . You have not spoken even a word about the
Swamit who is a child-lover in the book. She almost feeds him
to il like a mother-child. 1 do not know if there is no lapse
in valuation when we see the saint - v IS is he? -
betraymg his most devoted 4¢e in the Pseudo saint in #eSo
SWRW ¢ What after all do we say?

There is largeness in Karanth’s dealings with weakness and
lapse; it is great when there are compensation of character
or situation. But that Guru Fellow blackguards the situation and
both of you rationalise things; and there can be a difference
in valuation. Karanth is not a radical either. He is just generous
and liberal.

w8z is a formidable force : almost the spirit of history
and culture in addition to being a loveable individual. She is
truth and value together. 1 salute her.

Karanth’s gallery of women is perhaps his greatest gift to
us. There are so many of them. Mothers, wives, sisters, kept
women, freaks and wilfully wrong and narrow-minded ones,
and absolute non-entities or washouts!

His prejudice against Pseudo Bhagawans and Patriots is
telling and I should like to present some of those who speak
in the first person as narrators - who often represent a point
of view near his own. ®9% Hed is confronting a career and
a history of values of character. Karanth incidentally expounds
the significance and methods of modern art there.

You are yourself a novelist and bring to bear special
competence and insight into assessment. Karanth’s realisation
of South Canara and the Malenaadu and his invocation of rain
and flood, of forest and tiger hunt etc., his epics of Arecanut
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plantations and the workmen who are abouts etch as much
in the large and as in detail. I cherish Gopaliah of DT
whose conversations with his wife are marvellous; his giving
to her a pinch or two snuff - am [ right? - is just outstanding.

I altogether congratulate you on your achievement. I am
writing with vague remembered details and names, for they
are half distinct memory and impression; but it is an invocation.

P.S. : I wish I had your beautiful hand to write more legibly but I can
write only with this one I have. The writing itself is laboured. Ai Ai - alas,

alas - as the Greek Imperium would say.

50. Bangalore, 21-12-1973

My dear VMI : Thanks for the letter : so neatly written,
that I feel ashamed to pen anything at all. All your admired
authors like the Russian, the British and other Fictionwallahs
are deneting fellows, artists to the fingertips. I am a poor
specimen, in thought as in writing. Without this land I can’t
be writing at all; with this it will be an ugly duckling.

You have run into poetry with the winter scene. It must
be totally different from here. The sky scape as much as the
light and the water, the clouds, the birds and the round abouts.
We are feeling chill here as well. U.P. and Rajaputana have -
hundreds of deaths from chill. We are a Continent (!) with/
from near Tropics to the peaks of the Himalayas and show
every trait of nature in wealth flora and fauna; in the latter
I include this miserable bibed, the men, as well. This is how
we have been brought into being, and have to live; we do
anyhow somehow.

The book has come out. IBH has done it most graciously.
It is an unheard of gift. If you could not do better, you are
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responsible only for what you could do and bring out at all.
More could have if written. People promise but do not perform.
I am seeing it all in connection with $& wF, JJoTd! we
have perforce to make do with what we can. If others can
do better let them do it. Some pieces are good. Most put in
a lot of sentimentality; the criticism part of it could in some
cases be more adult. Some naturally have been there for 20
years past lyric and more by more than 20 years greener and
stabler. 1 do not know if lyric poetry can all be felt and
understood at all. Particularly for a fellow who is not quite
a poet possibly with long modes of attitudes. Very soon there
will not be this person to feel any touch of pain or even feeling;
and time passes blowing off me and my kind of lives.

You? you have so much sentiment on me; for which I am
grateful, no doubt, but which was unnecessary. PVJ also cracks
me up. Thanks, the books are being sold. They are trying to
get the sale proceeds quickly so that they may ram the 10,000/-
down my throat. It is vulgar of me to receive it but one is
grateful that so much - a goodly part of it - eases off from
my burden in debt. Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi gives me
another 5,000/- this year and that eases a little more : with
some 3-4 only left to cover.

My wife is within the Nursing Home these 25 days and
costs me some 1500 to 2000/-, I fear. She may be brought
home this week and is saved this time from what seemed almost
a final exit. I may still be in hiccup when she will come back
home. The children and the daughters-in-law have looked after
her extremely well. How shall I pay off all their debts?

Re : Maurice, take your time and send it to me - of course
as you say if postage is not too much. His sensibilities are
fine and he is quite the civilized person. ‘©®&w¢ OTRZD Tty
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as Bana says of @Womeaed. Meanwhile have you got into any
engagement for talks etc. there this time? And is the old stuff
printed? Joshi is still at Bombay : and writes to me in defence
of his cast pig-iron systems. To me all generalisation is abstract
and no system - Sc., Rel.* or Metaphysical - seems/seeks to
include all aspects of life and thought to demand a total
obedience from us; or to compel us to accept it as the only
truth. So aspired to; so much is running well or ill or illexpressed;
so much is impasse; so much is yet to happen. How dare I
generalise? 1 am grateful for what is given to me and if I
can live in terms of what I value as good; likeable if not
loveable, I am content. What more can I ask for? Somehow
this way of looking at things has not received acceptance from
any quarter among my people. They have their full explanations
and will like to have a donkey-ride over us all. If it so pleases
them to do let them. Since many of them are strong successful
people let them indulge in them. I shall shut up. In a modified
lower-key-way I try to live up to my sense of values and be
happy for what is vouchsafed to me. But what a fine fellow
Joshi is! He is honest and straight forward and has a gift for
affection which is all too rare on earth. We are afraid of
ourselves and others in our maturity of minds and will not care
to meet them as all or squarely.

[ am filling up this letter : atleast to tease you into reading
this rubbish and against the illegibilities of the script. That will
take you for a few minutes from Victoria, Canada - 6000 miles
away from here.

I am trying to see if I can rip up a few straight scenes
in the Ramayana for presentation in London by Mattoor; as
a show on the Ramanavami day the coming year. I shall keep
close to the Valmiki version; for I am asked to give a true
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account of the story. 1 go - atleast propose to - see as far
as ToTh®ITS™ but have not decided whether the exit of
Dasaratha is to be part of it or not. We must be able to make
a brief a/c of it. Whether it will be a drama as they speak
of it there today is a different point. A story with 3 wives
for a dotard of a husband must be abnoxious to Europeans!
- in a system of things. Legally or socially, it is wrong; tho’
people live it everywhere everyday. Let me see.

Regards to Mrs. and the Children.

* Science, Religion

w oo Installation deardod RONTRYT), ‘TwWOF” HoW IBIOSY 34
JOWE IIBTY TFRTNG. ©OBIS HoU3e0D DB BIT Eaplelytrolals)
. 2. 8. Conmnp® ©F0 JeF R IBFIITY ©TT QNI TRT Jon
TEBFIIN, F0RR.

51. Bangalore, 16-4-1974

My dear Inamdar : Thanks for your letter. I can understand
the comfort and understanding contained in it and am grateful:
for such things sustain. My wife had made it easy for me
to accept the event. She was ill and had no desire to go on.
The suffering and helplessness during the last period were
much, and she freed herself from them. We did all we could
to relieve the pain. When on 9th I returned from the North,
all had given up hope and had almost gathered round. When
I arrived and she was told and I called out, some little sign
of life came back and she opened her eyes. A little later the
Doctor came and gave some injection. Dr. Jayaram said, it
may be a few hours or a couple of days and we shall not
to torment her with medicine etc. If after 2-3 days some help
may be given, we shall. The 3rd day a blood transfusion was
made. And since food could not be taken, a drip or two. But
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soon that caused her pain. On the 16th morning | asked to
let her have a sip of coffee or milk. An animal instinct let
her take it and she closed her eyes on us. Every thing has
gone on all right now. ‘&0 Tg8: BOcOmO’ said Iugy
to ®&, didn’t he? - 1 was reminded of the stark utterance
by Ranganatha Sharma and the line was confirmed by P.V.J.
really. It is luck that she was composed and did not moan
or groan and express any feeling of dissatisfaction. 50 year
period in company has ended. Well, why ask for more? Enough
is enough! - as the blessed Englishman says.

I am going about things as usual and may possibly agree
to go to UK. about the first week of this May, if Mattoor
sends me ticket as he threatens to do! See, it is holidaying
out! Wish me well. If that happens, I shall be in his care at
No.37, New Bedford Street, London, W.C-1.

How are you now? With children, but in a far off place-
well doing and affectionate and a land almost rich all abouts,
it shall be pleasant. A Telugu saying goes : Q0&3s, MHBLTO:
‘a Temple (!) (a choultry also!) is more secure than home’.
What need you to think of Bangalore? This is as drab as it
can be for any of us. When do you think of the way back?
I am only sorry that your sister conveyed to you the news
from my home. She was herself feeling lonesome for quite
some time and I hope she has pulled up.

Any intellectual or aesthetic delights or work undertaken or
done during these months, or, are you lazing about?

My regards to Mrs. and to children.
B Bangalore, 11-6-1974

My dear Inamdar : In luxury, in a Sleepy Hcllow you must
be lazing about all these months. Or, bees hum, they say only
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when they cannot or do not suck! I wonder which of the two
it is - that is keeping you so silent all these months. This ship
made its journey to Spain; and, came back; - not merely empty
but damaged. It was what they call a ‘Cerebral vascular
accident’ - a monstrous technicality of medicine! - which sent
my tongue faltering; fingers of the left hand awry; the whole
left side limp and the leg and the toes dead for some time.
This happened almost the second day I reached there. Desirous
of seeing England, I got into a Hospital and spent the duration.
But that hospital was a great experience and I cannot tell you
from this distance what it was and what it did to me in
experience of the English people. That one experience seems
almost to compensate me emotionally for so much else that
I must have missed.

Yet, carrying out a deeply expressed wish of mine, friends
took me in a car to Cambridge and one young lady who helps
these people at the Bhavan perambulated me in a wheeled
chair all over the campus of the Kings, the Downs, the Cam
and a few pathways round about. What of the interior I couldn’t
make, I did from such outside!

On an other day, a friend whom I had ‘struck’ there had
fixed up a Box-seat for 3 of us for Pygmalion, the third act
of which was magnificent. One minute was sheer Drama. For
the life of me I shouldn’t be able to interpret the meaning there
on/of : Higgins and Eliza looked into each other’s eyes and
God knows what they intended or portended for the play!

There was not much else I could do except to wheel about
in one or two Departmental stores and go round in a Tourist
Bus the important places in London, which again was a
peasant’s way of looking at a great city. I remembered,
however, a great poem by A. Daudet - ‘Carcassone’ - and
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could thrill all along the way because the streets, the places
and the squares which were part of my mental furniture over

this half century. This is the sum and substance of my visit
to London.

I returned to Bangalore on the 26th, barely three weeks
after 1 had left laden with what dreams and fancies to return
with frustration and a sense of futility allround. But even what
I got was not poor cargo. I have come back with a feeling
of greater regard and affection for those people who didn’t
make me feel I was a dark skinned man, or one who belonged
to a country which had thrown them off. God bless them!

Are you thinking of returning to us at all? This must be
summer and even Canada must be very pleasant to live in
and beautiful to go round. Give a write up to that land which
you have visited twice and give us a rich picture of the land
and the people. My tongue has returned; so partly are my
fingers and hand; and even the side. The leg is still lame,
needing help to move about as I like for a few more days
left to me.

I have completed an account of my stay in Bombay in 1922
and it has just to be touched up for presentation to the world
for what it is worth. Anyway, there it is.

One piece of good news. I hear today that our good friend
Sri Adya is in for a State pension. I do not know the amount.
I hope it will be accepted by him. If it doesn’t satisfy him,
I am sure it will comfort Mrs. A. Dear soul.

53. Bangalore, 27-6-1974
My dear Sri Inamdar : Your letter: thanks.
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What you wrote to me (/o. Mattur hasn't reached me yet.
It will in due course when other letters received for me there
will be sent by him. There was nothing special for me to do
or sec in that place except admire the organisation and discipline
of a hospital and incidentally one or two places, in and out
of London. The play I have written to you about earlier. There
i1s therefore nothing much for me to report to you. Else, I should
be crowing too. That advantage was denied me.

The summer was on in London too - bright and rich with
green all over and flowers galore in fields between London
and Cambridge. The first experience of a bunch of Tulips was
a revelation. It could vie with the rose or the lotus in its kind
and the strawberry that friends fed me with - neat or with
cream — and other fruits like the peach or cherry was a
different variety of pleasure. Oh G.B! Did I enjoy it! If I could
move about, I could feel the entire history and culture of London
and be steeped in it; it should beat the natives there or anyone
else who was chance visiting it. The moods of London were
various for within hours fog and sunshine, rain and chill blasts
would be about, - an island country exposed as it is to blasts
from every direction - could not be less capricious. How
surprising to find the people so steady and my surprise was
its open daylight at 3 in the morning and daylight on till 8 or
9 in the night. You surely would be having richer contrasts
in a more frigid zone which with its wide space, valleys, hills
and lakes should certainly be yielding more pleasurable landscapes
and vistas. Your going down to Rochester certainly wakens
me to fancies not open to me while I coul®not make even
the Kew garden and the other parks more particularly.

You say that the standards expected now of yours : your
writing are more exacting there than here. That comes rather
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late in the day. It could be the equivalent of a severe tutorial
either in Oxford or Cambridge. You are lucky in that it has
come to you at all. That will surely brace you for teasing your
Kannada writing as well into shape - when you do that here.
I am expecting a consummation of that kind in your next work

here. Not that you lacked it; but who will dislike a betterment
of Quality?

A time beyond October is still a long cry. I am recovering
slowly and my left foot, — I hope, will be behaving quite when
you reach here : so many long months after now. Nova Scotia
is a lonesome place, I hear, cut out perhaps or as I fancy
hanging out of the continent; but they say it is known for dogs
- which are formidable creatures. Go there, see your son
installed in his new place and come over. The address of Mattur
you mention is right. He will be there for an other year or
two possibly and any letter addressed to him will reach him
there. If on your way you touch London and have to remain
there he will look after you. If you do that you will bring me
a book or two which I shall write to you about on hearing

the dates.

Otherwise, things are drab and flat here for me, - sitting,
moping in my room, doing nothing and being freighted out of
my wits if I am found reading or writing seriously. I don’t
care to risk this fragile frame and existence further and so
obey the slightest suggestion and warning. This is not exactly
an exhilarating condition; but the situation constrains me to it.
P.V.J. came to me once or twice. He is as good and dear
as ever. Karanth has made inquiries directly and indirectly and
has set Aithal, Mallikarjunaiah and Dr. Shivaram to look me

o3 Bosbtd geri-3 93



up to cheer me : bless my soul! I am grateful to friends for
such kind concern. Children here and Kumar and other friends
about whom you inquire are keeping well and send you their
greetings. My daughter and son-in-law of Banaras have
reached up to me in anxiety and alarm hearing | was again
in hospital here. So good of them. My regards to Mrs. Inamdar.

My Gitagalu and Pampayatre - the first born in verse and
prose - are just out tho. not half as pretty as they could have
done 40 years after first publication. The famine for paper and
costs are the D-L.

54, donend, 14-6-1976
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WROH JPBAW 20T WD TouIoH CITIOD HIT.
‘BeE 20w [T TR FO DUWZ, I D wEoND? [
2ot X (once over) @G loose sally of the mind S IeIH,
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TTE LATIIN OIPTT HOITN WTIT Q0WTD  FNRIF
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WIDT: W 4409 JdFatha dogdod wWowd, Beexoln
OTVOD [P, HIWFT D %300 ‘Florentine Nights’ 2029
- Venus? - 2.0 ORI doanEaD, Y9I IR CNTE
et WoWT JINB IPIRNZF, - TB00DN LHOonTY.
VOTR, TINTNG. FE-08 QNN FTpIDTW, 30T FUZDY
d:aeﬁaoze%n SWIT), STAIOT DIND [RPBL dea’sao:‘o?aadn
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P.S. DR s surdotn Qo Beesod. oy 3aq 43NCdL IAIAs
HASFEINCAN, ICRad o LaRSrmRA wlyte “Inheritors as well as
Orniginators” undemAs Snne 2383 WHIB. 200RR. WMIF A" 206
AJAtoD 2eSIs VY ONLIODW, ARDOWIB. oD IDA Roots «wole: «woz
VLY. BAT Paganism - RFY 0329 - 000D, RN womd worne 3,
Terdeod BHRE s, dex, WY, X WD BFLIMN DHAT BACH Iday.
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TR SOW, e ©3 &), ¥TT Bed wn&m@w& OTT e
TeNG Tod TN SEoX NV IBRET N FTORNFNH
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WOW NWITTT agm@adoé TRRBROBD JRCBWPT. A, IeR,
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SORAETT 10T TOPodbR, I BANGD, $HIOHI,
uS0 sdt ITOITON HOAT rndd BAHTORI w3,
NEBFITORHORBIR. oD Jrerd, 8 BocnE”. WaT,
Ten OATRS, FTBT 1o 80BTIFS - contrast - Tod
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DR - DT DD WOR? - vUR VR BHYTI® 1AM
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ABTY AR VYT 5-6 HRINY DI ToWOFNFR), W
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©ORE 3833, AYS 3w, 9, B BOTHFTY TeoHYode
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QOB FO [NF QT INSw BYde BRToNIWow [P
VR, R BIF TR, DJONED, Bewwd Beeds 81 60 DIPTT
BBNY BI0PR, WIERERET TPRLETVIB. B FIX IZAY.
SBS BerrP8 DR ToINT w.0TD WRWTE()) BTNT.
[RR,0T ORWTE 3G JRTORY, BTN HeS BIDTOOT
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LEOBOIROIT. van Bevidenod): SodS PO, SeSodD,
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60. Honavar, 24-9-1964

My dear Narasimhaswamy : Your letter, thanks. | recently
read young Diwakar’s tribute to you published by Kinnigoli.
He has not greeted the Son & Mother poems; nor the male
note of a more positive utterance in other pieces: nor touched
on that ‘locus classicus’ of your magnificent Watch Shop
obscurity! That will exercise your people for quite a time yet.
Serve them right. Anyway it is fine of a young fellow to present
you.

I have herewith sent a small cheque : please see if it will
just tide over a week. I shall be in Bangalore about the middle
of next month; when we shall see if any thing will happen
both to me and to you. SRR has pulled my chestnuts out of
the fire. Isn’t it good of him? Do anyway get your Huck. Fin.
at on or before time. Let us not ask for extension this second
time! It is part of our self-respect. Don’t mind my saying it.
Let not the American have handle against us.

I was glad to hear that Mrs. N. called at my place before
my wife etc. left for Honavar - a fine gesture. May she recover
quickly and be at home again - the stay and support of your
life. After all we are dependent on these ¥8Zemos’s for much
of or all the beneficence of our lives. I go to Lucknow for
the PEN Conference on the 9" October. They ask me to be
Chairman of a section on ‘The State of Literary Criticism’ -
whatever that may mean. Something to crow about at our old
age like mine. It will be a fairly large auspices and if I do
not fail or show off I might yet say a thing or two, which
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is nearest my heart, which needs saying to all our people and
most at a meeting of different sorts. Let me see if [ can do it

Life otherwise 1s dull here; it can’t be better. | have no
access to books and journals, and people and the roads for
walks, nor coffee-houses to get into!!

Mecanwhile see if you can provide quick accommodation to
Seenanna. It is urgent. And the boy is thereabouts. Even Kitti
and he don’t seem to be getting on O.K. The fault is not
Seenanna’s.

The length of the letter is because there is so much space
to waste : or fill up?

. &. deed o0

61. Zonged, 23-10-1972
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DINRTRY). BY LTOE BRTITOTVONTTTR DTE-WRW TRT*
ROGR. OTW, BONA SN s WROIRS.

Q3 85 930r80INTLH. LOT BRTTTT women ATPA
2OToNTOY. @WIRTTROTON & XY FITN WOTRTVF[HW
2)2FBF03TROEIOTH TOITE WPRWOT. & FEOH JPBI, 0T
Freaudy. TWE, TOWITWINF, INGREY TpoIF J0We
OaHede0NTONG. BRCTFT TBRTBD wmm‘l LORNIATAR VIR )N wéag,.
Foriodye & FO TITMOT, TFLMOTNYIIR, Wo00NY
SREEHFHTOOND. AN TRX TF, BITT NNV

Foeph DT, W, WIORTC X8 BRBT. OTTN. To
naR ‘emed’ Todeen FO0IR BRRRp TN, WP DY wo0m,
BY, Bow TOW, zod¢, LeYoD SFYIVRITT, AW D AN

.—r,gz;ora.‘oéd@ﬁ-3 115



vl A BRBOGT R TodRtITNIR, wBd RIS
THOR DRR IRADT TN, STOF TS WPFI NRUS:

~
‘1

::I

£l

()

e VY WO, R Do, NE Antw  IJoond.
MOBITIABRNT oy wIPRYR), WOSRANOBS ©TT IT
LIVLEON DIOD aﬁmaﬁ:ﬁv e E"&I’SDGJSCS LBYNAOT xoRohIdne
T, BTT &,cjhxo@de 30N zseq;b:gd. JeX Vplr{aleln! VTR,
J0BeOBARE »TOR NSFT FITOTRWD. TTOBNLTILIVODF
asi’s*agﬁ*..‘%&ﬂ1 JLOINT rfoa’xfdmi 503 ‘Te ﬂﬁmﬂlz’ PO
CTOFTNT P, TTRPOTI), WINWS. it A3TWT VT,
LB030ET, BN BAWWT FITRTNEI, DI, BeTHSoHTOR Tobawa
SOTLER.

OO WIE [WoW BDWONTOR, OB 20T XY X
(AT WO DPIR, TOR WLIR)) 2TVDERLD 2008,
©T0 8 MOICE Q0T TR WORR, w@dgamd VOO
SHoWT’ 1T wemeN SQp VT, TJFLRBT0Z. ¢ O IR
TINETOIR ARRR. OTTET LOWFROTTR : LOTIOR
DIYRTBIR. BN JIWOP T T B B wodIeson
@30 AN Bex d INIBRdR ToR. BTT To S ROSNIRCERY
TFBRRPRBZROTWED? aSedJaoa'onm IBRQ; VOB WG, m&gfoc;es.

F00NTI.
V]

62. Bangalore, 18-7-1973

My dear Sri Joshi : Your letter. It is sad reading of morals
and manners. But if they (V.V.P.) could be getting your book
published it would have meant a prestigious sponsoring because
Sri Karnad seems to be an influential person. But R. T. and
K. can be thick as planks on tasks like these.

The old manager of Longmans whom I used to know is
dead, another Mr. S. who I was familiar with is not in Madras.
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I barely have met the Chairman. There is one person in
Bangalore who if he cares to write to the Manager or Chairman
could help. But 1 do not know how he is placed in this matter.
I have written to him a strong letter to exercise himself in
this behalt and 1 do not know if he will do it. It is till we
g0 to a person for an aid or influence or courtesy that we
see how we fare. Any way let me wait a little longer.

Meanwhile if Adya could write to Sri Bhatkal of the Popular
Prakashan, Bombay, it will be easier doing. You must have
devilled at the work for long and I shall trust your rendering
against any body else’s because you will and can do it well;
and, you know the idiom and tone of the original composition
better than any of us outside of the Bijapur District for, there
is much colour and voice of that area in the book more than
of any other part of North Karnataka even.

Let me see how my present letter will fare. Publishers are
a singularly slippery, tricksy sort. I should be sorry if for any
reason your book* loses a quick chance of coming out. The
novel is sure to impress.Do anyway know that [ am trying.

« D D BeedoDTD RONAR YDTROAE TEOTWBTERTT VTT T0WD
TERPODR'E  JERE  BOR.

63. Bangalore, 19-12-1975

My dear Mr. Joshi : I have received your letter : much
earlier than 1 expected. Thanks. It relieves me to hear that
the Doctors have given you a green light signal for physical
ailments. But Allergy is a blanket term they use to cover almost
everything. 1 hope it will be possible for you to feel whole
soon enough; and be your bold positive-self quickly again.
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T'hat you should busy yourself with Gibbon is an astounding
prece of information. He belongs to the race of giants. The
penod and the mind speak their voice and the great Empire
of Rome 1s a theme great enough to inspire.

Though your valuation of Toynbee may be hard, ours is a
new time demanding its pound of flesh. Toynbee’s material is
vaster and bristles with often irreconcilable evidence and
material. I wish we had one history of that kind to compare
with his performance. Rajatarangini and our Puranic and Epic
and Historic lore of the Vijayanagara Kingdom etc. do not quite
yield that sort of satisfaction. History as a concept, exercise
and appeal has been a formidable affair. A whole science of
historiography has developed there. Of course, Toynbee’s
theory of ‘Challenge and response’ dogs the fortune of his
writing. It is a principle for wot™ ag out a thesis so as to dragoon
the entire evidence into meaningful shape. The performance
dazzles if not even daze a person like me, so poor in the
collection and organisation of vast conflicting sorts of material.
[ admire your patience and energy. I wish I knew an other
round about me here of whom I could say a thing like that.
What men the West has produced - Herodotus, Thucydides,
M.... R.... and for Russia Cars. And what of Sprengler etc?
- to speak only of those whose works have been translated
into English?

I risked a hurried trip to Delhi for a Ramayana Seminar,
organised by the Sahitya Akademi between the 8th and 12th
insts. and stayed there for two out of its 5 days of gathering.
Personally I am not satisfied with my performance. I spouted
for some 20 minutes the content of my talk before we were
all hustled to Lunch. It has ended for me, back again by
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1245 on the 11th. A deaf man should never think of attending
a seminar hike 1 foolishly did and | hope | will be the wiser
hereafter and shut-up. The dog had better keep to its kennel!

I hope you are keeping well, and, Mrs. is well too.

P.S. ¢ My health is poorly these 3-4 days past. a giddiness has upset
me 2 out of 4 days and my back has had its trouble and life is not quite
a jov. But all this i1s part of what constitutes existence and one must bear
whatever comes. But take good care of yourself. You have not exercised
vourself at all and all that you have gained as experience will be left without
expression. Others will have to work up another 30 years to amass that

amount of it : and where shall we bring the acumen and power?

64. Bangalore, 30-12-1975

My dear Sri Joshi : Your voice makes me wince. | wonder
what you find in an old dodder to like and give regard to?
Like you say, I should love being given some affection. Oh,
what a language to clarify 2 such sides : in affection-love and
regard >< attack of illness or worse! Yet so much one’s life
feel starved when some person does not exist to extend it to
you.

Your cows and grazing fields, river waters - QJmFO
E&ﬁmecﬁﬁo of Ramayana - Z3mom00 Sdecodge > - is the
grammar of my quotation right? - 1 am not score at the
languages - any for a matter of that. I fall in love with a
concept, cherish it - grow in it; till it becomes a balloon or
a helicopter. If 1 don’t fall down - that is a blessing!

I am glad to hear you are feeling better; and hear you don’t
quite dismiss Toynbee. Yes. Hinduism and India are uncovered.
He has not moved about here : once or twice Nehru got him
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here : when he was old and somebody had to take care of
him. His interests were in West Asia, a little in China. China
has scored above us with them.

You know Allahabad was called Pattana? He perhaps
conquers. Jarasandha is sometimes against Kashi! But Pataliputra-
Patna-is the home of all the heretic, non-orthodox religions and
revolts : even today of problems. Oh Gaya! and the Goondas!
Pity. I wish he had spoken of the Ganga and the civilizations
growing up on Ganga and Yamuna. After all the Nile, Oxus,
Yangtsikeing; Rhine and Danube, Missisippi, Amazon etc. are
the cradles of different types of culture and civilization.

Your statements about writing are true in a manner of
speaking. But I am not convinced inside me of extension of
life etc. about all of which you are so dead certain. Not that
I don’t believe; but frame - if | have one - is thin and brittle
- so uncertain on all stands and stances. | am eager that a
lesser man should not have to take another 60 years to cover
the ground you have covered in your distinct way. It is a voice
for me. But since you are certain of facing yours here or
hereafter my anxiety lies over pass. My horses and castles
do not move.

You have given me ups about backpain and giddiness.
Believe or not | have tned all this : and for decades | have
not settled on what 1s the best sitting posture for me' ‘Miserable
blockhead’ as Carlyle will have called me. My seminal - nervous
- system has got loose; even as my blood has grown hard
as Dr. Cooke said in London. Unnary trouble has gone with
an operation and Piles eic. All that had weakened me. The
pamn in my fingers 1s abiding from 1934 onwards. | am feeling
it now making my wnting so illegible : 50 much an imposition.
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My book on my 6 months stay in Bombay (1922) will after
all go nto the Press and comes out before(!) April. Fiest
instalment has appeared compulsorily in ‘Mallige’ on which |
have been paid a Rs.100/- to suck my thumbs with, when
provision balance of Rs.2500/- D-d. paid another as much as
it between my first son and myself these 6-8 weeks along,
He 1s Dogdocs!

Mathoor Krishnamurthy has come here for a 2 month
vacation. The poor fellow spent 10 to 12,000 on me! God bless
him. 1 shall see if he needs any tips or help and shall keep
myself ready for direction or information - such as within my
depths!

VMTI’s son and daughter-in-law are here. The daughter had
just left with her new born baby and he will have his direct line
plying or stalking before him to foster and feed and provide for.

It is chill here and I can’t walk out in evenings. Till Shankar
Matt I do every morning, no-never-more and walk back. There
is occasional swelling on the left foot. Dr. Jayaram said there
is nothing to worry about! Nothing till the last stage-state-calls,
I suppose. Otherwise I eat and talk and do an hour or two’s
reading: and sleep for some 4 to 5 hours : no more.

Take care of yourself. We need confident, positive persons
to befriend us and pump courage into us. I note your statements
about Tirupathi. The fellow is not heard from all these days
past. Regards to Mrs. J. :

65. Bangalore, 20-10-1978

My dear Sri Joshi : Your extremely kind lettcr. Thanks. There
can be a person who can follow meaning and see in it a sweep
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and range. We intend largely, even more largely, seeing intent,
say it - or, try to say it - in simple language. But to whom
arc we talking ? Barely 50 the Ist day's and a little more
than that the 2nd ? 1 didn’t see much positive responsiveness.
Since 1 could not hear what Gowder or Raj said [ can’t
pronounce on what they said. We go in to the grounds of
Jurisprudence and the place of Individual and the Community
in a State; the relationship between leader and the lead in a
growing, meaningful context I had to elaborate on. When we
deal with a subject like that place, time, circumstances, citizenry
and the State and aspirations - all are in ‘Factors’, ‘Forces’
and ‘Influences. In dealing with institutions, I should have
spoken also of ‘Isms’ that dog the fate of politics : badly vileful,
limiting - filling with narrow frenzies. But no-no, it is talking
in a vaccum. You need a fairly alert and comprehending, critical
in a beneficent way(!) audience if you’ve to be heartened to
speak.

Even the Ms. I have handed over does not fully cover the
ground. The other day when VMI was here I left him with
a quotation from Whitehead : ‘All being is becoming within
the framework of *Infinity great in comprehending factors and
forces, process towards, yes, Infinity, covering above, below,
inside and around’ !!

you have always been good to me. Where is the fun in
Narayana Rao asking me if there is need for Party? The
candidate is not alone and can’t canvass and win. He has a
group of friends or like-minded interested people who work
for him, all expecting quid-pro-quo. For 500 of them ! When
the Parliament is assembled, who selects ministers and who
the leader is? It’s Prime Minister. If they do not behave; agree
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on items - procedure or modalities or tempos or priorities -
who to refer to? Who is responsible ?

Why did 1 give the example of C.R. when he said he could
not or should not offer advice from Madras on affairs in Delhi?
Situations are often crass or complex; some are devilled by
international or external considerations. All along, his cabinet
colleagues, Party and the House and people are to sanction:
Pressure  Groups.

And J.P. or Laski from outside should not prescribe for
events in Part - Total - Perpetual revolution. It would mean
nonsence within the limits of contingent anarchy is the extreme
limit. People have no integrity of character (in the psychological
if not moral sense), no social responsibility in a growing climate
of local or external affairs and snipe endlessly with no restraint:
no will for compromise : swatting than the conceit. And why
did 1 start with the meaning of words : and Heroclitos ?

SoeRTBRTRNe  ToRT  PW;  @BI0omdBeeTRee PN, -
are the words in Mahabharatha Shanti Parva. Who cares to
understand or appreciate or put it to action and props.

This is ranting, even you will say. With it I shall rest.

66. Bangalore, 26-1-1980

My dear Sri Joshi : It’s some time after your letter was
received by me I am writing. You had given me your Palampur
address, and 1 fancied you would be not addressed at Bombay.
And personally I am not as quick in writing and as I should
be. I hope you will have reached Palampur by now and stay
there till you go to Ujjain. I cannot calculate the periods between
them. Yet, Ujjain must be a specially interesting place, and you
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will have the added advantage of having the Adyas there now.
If you don’t stay there till Sivaratri, it is still the time for
preparing for its advent. When are you coming back?

The Inamdars called on me yesterday. They seem to have
come here 3-4 days back and he is expecting to get into some
work soon - now that he has come to a quieter place than
Bombay. It is a mad place, normally it has been that for more
than half a century as I know that, like exactly 57-58 years.
Should be madder still today with less discipline and order than
used to prevail in my days there. Palampur is a name with
which 1 became acquainted in the Currency Office days, by
name only. It must be a quieter and a more interesting place
than the frightful picture you give me of what you may have
to be at in what I fear to call the Swan Song of your four
months. And, does the Swan really sing? The presumption is
fine. But yours doesn’t give me the sense of fineness that I
associate with the lyric associations of the All-White Swan.

I am jogging along as before - ill and uncertain. Anytime
in the day or evening afraid of the head and the foot. I am
actually having to pass through the last days of the journey
though the days may be months. I should have had to spend
the time ill if Kumar didn’t come up to me regularly and console
me; for my work was not completed at the Mysore and yet
at the press and with the publishers. 1 do some other work
with lesser confidence than before. But it is some sort of work
anyway which engages me. Write to me about your experiences
in your new place. I am worried about H.S. Patil though he
never once speaks about his situation here with no work to
do. I wonder how he is spending his time. The Ksema circular
he seems to be taken with cannot quite fillup his time.
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Personally T am of no use to anybody. One who is not of
use to himself should be impertinent to speak to others of. Yet,
thought arises. It is a devil of a thing for one who was
accustomed to larger company and quite filling work. It must
be endured, 1 suppose.

I hope you and Mrs. are keeping well and that your children
and your relations at Palampur are keeping fit and fine.

@es®. . BeOweETew® Wu0r)
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68. dondnm, 14-3-1979
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69. Bangalore, 6-5-1979

Dear Sri Sharada Prasad : Your letter : thanks. Smi Nair
has written to me about your reading and the day’s meeting.
Your quotation from Milton is apt; indirectly the nature of the
response has been mentioned to me. I have written to him
to say that it doesn’t seem to take much to satisfy a friend;
for, after all, the note is ordinary and very much below the
standards I should be able to maintain and you to expect. If
it read allright, I am satisfied. You mention the names of 2
people : of them - Mr. & Mrs. Rao are familiar names. The
Varadan couple are strangers to me, I fear. There was recently
a note on a dancer of the Lady’s name whose performance
was commented on in B’lore. This lady can be slightly older.
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Between the date of your writing your letter and the date
by which you will receive this, I think you will have made
a journey to Panis and returned. Your schedule according to
news papers was said to be to participate in some conference
there. Early May must be full Spring even there. Though Paris
may not be quite a new place to you, you may be able to
renew memories & associations after a long time. I hope you
will have enjoyed your journey, stay and experience.

Was A.K.R.* one of your class-fellows in Hon.’s or M.A.
class? For, I remember associating an English literature class
both in my dept. and as a casual gift of courtesy from Mr.
Kesavan - and where is he now? My regards to him - with
2 or 3 redoubtable ladies as class-fellows : One a proud Muslim,
another a Malayali, a third a Coorg. Is my memory right? I
have not read A.K.R’s book but in his own right he is a poet
and must have made more brilliant translations of a few Vachanas.
I hope you and members of your family are keeping well.

I wish I could present some extracts from Allama’s ALRE
BYSRTT DT BRORBJCOR,? - Alas the while.

* . 8. ToORIONED’
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AR 8. O°. VYD W0}
81. Bangalore, 12-7-1976

Dear Sri Chakravarthi : Thanks for the letter, the pamphlets
and the kind words you say. The outline sketch separately given
by you makes some meaningful reading for me. But the
pamphlets are a bit stiff. They deal with mythology and
cosmology; and, I have no knowledge of Skt. for understanding
subtleties and intricacies that may be read in to mythology, Vedic
and other mythological lore. I do not know if we could take
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up the whole of the Mbh. as a single unit - a camel to swallow;,
and to deduce details of time and place from them is hazardous.
The earliest date of Mbh. so far conceded is 3104 B.C. Even
in the Visvarupa in Bhagavadgita, 1 don't believe there is
mention of contemporary or earlier civilizations like Egypt and
China's - which seem to be far older. Studies of Mittanni and
Hittitian civilization and the recent studies of Mitra and a pre-
Homeric Myceanian civilization are still very much in the dark.
My feeling is events and personalities, tribes and migrations,
inscriptions and relics must at least be basis for any sort of
History. To call these Ithihasas and try to circumvent criticism
may not be acceptable to many; they must at least be made
credible.

The term 'Cosmic' is frightful for me. I can understand a
'World' and possibly the "Universe'; but, 'Cosmos' is a complex
of all creation; astronomical, geological, archaeological etc.
Humanity is in labors about it all. Before one can speak of
the Rigveda and the Aryan migration into India, the Harappan
antiquities have got to be analyzed and explicated. They seem
to be an urban type of civilization and I shall not be surprised,
if they have something to do with the Tripura Dahana associated
both with Indra and Siva.

Centuries and millennia are acceptable, but Kalpas reaching
up to Brahma Kalpa on one side in our books, and thousands
of Poorvas in the Jaina tradition and saying that Dasaratha
ruled for 60,000 years take much believing, for as you know
that a father or an ancestor of Dasaratha Anaranya by name
prophesied that Ravana would be killed by one of his own
descendants. (In the Bhagavata). Could they be the same as
the first Jina and the Emperor? Thank God we have no quarrel
yet because of that; and the last (24th) Tirthankara of the
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Avasarpint Age is Mahavira. (6th Cen. B.C. would be
fantastic). | wish we were more definite about genealogies and
creation. What do you think is the period of the ‘Nasadiva’
and the ‘Kasmai Devaya’® hymns in the X Mandala{of
Rigveda’ The Saptarsis and the Kashyapa, Diti & Aditi
a/cs - kind abouts all Sura and Asura - Ahura - can be fanciful.
They are asserted as deriving name from the Caspian. Cyrus
of the Iranian tradition is said to be affiliated to the Kurus:
funny linguistic sequences, you would say. The Brahma
Manasaputras and the sages like Sanaka and Sanatkumara ct:

is one grouping, Narada is another: more of the Pancharatro
school than was acceptable in the earlier days. No end of
nonsense has woven round the story of Narada. The Bhrigu-
Angirasa episodes are a terrible reminder. An other group of
Rishis and the whole of their Progeny-with Gotrapravara and
all - have got to be analyzed and understood if we have to
establish acceptable meanings to some sort of chronology.

After all, chronology is the most essential element for which
purpose place, time, name, genealogy-i.e. Anupurvy-have all
got to be explicated. Aren't you getting into a terrific wilderness?
But you must know your ground and you will have your strong
reasons for holding your opinions. And I have neither the
knowledge nor the desire to get into fields which are beyond

my ken.

Rather, choose the true Ithihasas, after marking out what
is possibly the basic element in them and the accretions of
later times, i.e. inflations of later myths and legends and try
to unravel the concept you would like to present.

You know how the Saiva and the Vaisnava - both terms
not very much to the fore in the early Rigveda and the term
Brahman, which also seems to be a later concept - must have
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evolved. In the Gayatrni mantra itself Bhargah is made to mean
the excellent one and Siva. The entire cultural history, i.e., the
rehgious part of it, is plagued and bedevilled with the Saiva
and Vaisnava dog-fights, each claiming to be anterior to the
other until the Vaisnavism seems to have won, i.e., the Aryan
hegemony seems to have estd. itself. That at least unified the
country. Only the Tamils - not just now to think of Alwars
etc. - seem to cling to Siva against and the (Siva is god to
raksasas) imposition of the Aryan modalities. Siva himself is
more regularly Rudra of the earlier periods, leader of the
Maruts. The Sivarudra assimilation has done a great deal of
good in bringing the original and the later elements in our
civilization. It is in Karnataka and Andhra that an effort has
been made to tame the ferocities and the antagonisms of the
Saiva and the Vaisnava groups by the Bhagavata Sampradaya
with its temple at Pandharpur and Harihara and Shankaranarayana
ideals in Karnataka and among at least a no. of poets like
Tikkanna, Lakshmisa etc.

All that I am saying is that you had better be more concrete
and not depend too much upon metaphysical and cosmological
lore. In their very essence they get beyond general understanding
and acceptance. To blame Western Historians is easy. A History
of Egypt by Maspero and the Chronology and the Dynastic
histories in China have commended themselves even when
those scholars haven't given them proper value or weight.
Thought more than conjecture, logic more than subtlety will
be greater instruments in analysis. You may easily mistake the
one for the other; and even among them there can be self-
deceptions. Bhrama and Prama are beautiful terms in contrast.
As a student of Skt. Bhranti derives from Bhrama, even as
Sambhrama does. What about Pramana? Is it pratmana or
prama+ana? Skt. is a very flexible language where etymology
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and prefix and suffix develop meanings which play all sorts
of roles. Etymology can play monkey tricks in arguments
supplying what one may deem both reason and unreason, and

reason itself is just a faculty. It can be the right reason or
the wrong reason!

See, into what nonsense I have led myself into, and am
placing before you who are an earnest student of the subject
you have chosen to work at/on! But it is a great opportunity
for you. I should like you to work on definite establishable data;
in terms which will be credible if not acceptable by people
who desire to get at the truth of things. I am sorry, if I have
inflicted this boredom on you. I hope you are well.

@o. X°. 8. Tood** ee30r}
82. Bangalore, 29-3-1978

Dear Dr. Roy : This is from a stranger and a fairly old
man of some 78 years, who must have read a few books on
the Mahabharata and the date of Mahabharata. But 1 got
a copy of your brilliant book recently and was awe-struck by
the amount of care and conscientious digging into and pursuit
of all research and scholarly work so far available to organise
the matter and evaluate the evidence. Comparatively the
establishment of your date has been done positively and it should
be difficult to deny its validity. Like all Hindus, I fondly believed
it would be 3102-1B.C. since antiquity clothes an item with
sanctity: but beyond the credible. The multiple Kalis shatters
the subject.  The comparisons with/against the non-Indian
dynasties and records in Aryana are weighty evidence. What,
may I know, is the priority of Vasistha and Visvamitra in the



Vedic Schedule? The Gayatri is said to be presided over by
and attributed to Visvamitra. You have 3-4 of them. [ fear
Gayvatn is the Chandas inspite of the defective first line which
needs Varenmvam to be made into Varenivam. That calls it the
Mantra. Could you kindly let met know if any fruitful book
has been published bearing on the Nara-Narayana Rsis
and the Narayana-Visnu-Krishna equation? You have offered

yours.

It 1s a tangle in the Mahabharata. The evidence about the
end of the Khandava calling them Rsis and Krishna as
Vasudeva giving two last sections of Sauptika Parva in answer
to Yudhishtira make the whole thing queer. Why should Rudra
have hostility against the entire camp of the Pandavas? I shall
not speak of the intermediate utterances of Bhisma, Vyasa etc.
in between nor will I bother you about the Narayaniyam later.
Is Jara not simply oldage; need there be a hunter in the context?

Pray pardon me for intruding on your time and attention
from more urgent work. I am trying to understand authenticity
of Krishna in the Mahabharata as a human being raised later
on to myth and divinity. The fellow fights from all points and
from all sides. There is so much of the Puranic and theological
that it hurts one's sense of the real. A whole process of Vedic
Gods being converted into Puranic through the Yugas monkeys
with it. I have done a book or two for the Govt. of India,
the N.B.T. and the Sahitya Akademi in English and have been
conferred a D.Litt. by my own University and have committed
some work in my own language. This is just to tell you that
I am no idle inquirer in such matters. A small brochure on
Valmiki Ramayana is published by Sahitya Akademi, Delhi,
which may speak about my purely literary preferences. But
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that is neither here nor there. | once again offer my humble
tnbute of regard and thankfulness for the scholarship, insight,
vigour and inquiry in your book. Shakespeare speaks of a 'cold
fire' in a different sentimental context; you will be able to weigh
the dnft of the adjective and the fire of the fire.

The inscription on P.134 is Aihole, not Ahihole; it is Sisunaga
(p-137) and another name is Ravikirti, not-rt; Vicitra Virya-
Amba(p.200) needs revision; for she struck and went away?
Who are the Matacis (p.137)? For, the history of the Kannada
language and literature makes much of the word, equating it
with its meaning as a grass hopper. Your statement that
Sarasvati as having its source in Iran etc. is revealing though
I should like to know if Balarama did visit it at all during the
32 days of his pilgrimage in Gadaparva!

* IRVIOOD [IARRLT U PIORCL AT ETFD.

8ezhd Zo0d &30}
83. Bangalore, May 1978

Dear Sister Shanti : This is quite sometime after I wrote
to you last, acknowledging your generous courtesy in sending
me a copy of your valuable book. 'Oliver always asks for
more'. He gets a beating there from the Beadle. Dickens
had a purpose there. You are not a Beadle, though my asking
is like Oliver's for more, like in Naciketagni.

I am just now writing a brochure on Krishna of the Epics,
meaning by that both the Mahabharata and the Harivamsa.
From the latter I select only one or two episodes. But I
am exercised and intrigued by the character and eminence of
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Krishna. How much of things and men and history he knows!
Marvelous. It is for this reason that I have delayed writing
at all on him for more than 40 years. | am somehow trying
to see him as a great human being whose qualities establish
him for supreme worth in the world of politics and secular
living in his days. 2 or 3 points are causing me concern. In
the Khandava episode celestial voices speak to Indra(!) that
Arjuna and Krishna are unconquerable because they are the
Rsis Nara & Narayana. | should like to know definitively
what is the latest position about this Nara-Narayana relationship-
in the extension of what Narayaniyam says-which is a
wilderness. How it became connected with Vasudeva-Krishna
and Nara-Arjuna-Sankarshana(?), possibly etc. Is Vasudeva
quite an earlier name in the Ekantika-Satvata-Pancharatra or
the Bhagavata tradition? Bhagavan is used both for Krishna
and Siva occasionally. But Bhagavata is later on specially for
Narayana-Vasudeva-Krishna. And, in the Gita itself Krishna has
to give Arjuna Divya' Vision before he can grasp his cosmic
personality and is not Cosmos itself rather too big a term when
China, Egypt, Iran etc. do not come in as part occasionally
in? For, after all, our visions of Visva are miserably limited
to our local conventions and myths. That apart. In the
description rarely do Arjuna and Yudhishtira speak or refer to
him as Bhagavan or Vishnu etc. Only very rarely I suppose
as Vasudeva. The whole message in the Gita is given by
Bhagavan: not so much as Visnu or Vasudeva, for in one place-
is ‘among the Adityas I am Visnu, among Vrsnis, | am
Vasudeva’. Both in the Rajasuya episode and the Vanaparva
and later in Udyoga and Drona, myths connected with
Narayana, Visnu, Krishna etc. as well as in Krishna's offering
respect to Siva(pace Pashupata and later in Jayadratha Vadha)
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in hie presence - and Uma with him-ie their extreme regard
for Stva-for Krishna 1¢ here but a man' And in the Narayaniya
section, 18 a welter as | sard  What makes things funny
to me 18 that Knishna pacifies Yudhishtira and others on hearing
of the massacre in the Pandava camp in the Sauptika Parva
as attnbutable to the fury of the Rudra, whose devotee the
purblind Asvathaman is. Why should Rudra have this anger
against the young things in the camp, or is it a total desire
perhaps of Knishna (Kalosmi) to destroy this part of the
Pandava army also as he has got the other side”

Dr.Gonda's book Visnuism and Sivaism stunns- if not even
overwhelms me. The entire literature connected with the study
of the problems is mixed up with the history and development
of the concepts of Visnu and Siva, when, where-historical
priorities are still indubitably not estd. That kind of scholarship
is phenomenal. I feel that no library in India will be able to
supply us the whole set of references in his notes. Nor can
I think of students who know as many languages to refer to
them for benefit.

Just a para/page or two, indicating to me the latest position
of this relationship between Nara-Narayana, Narayana>Visnu>
Vasudeva>Krishna - may kindly be sent to me, if it be possible
and if you can find some little time for this distraction. You
know the ground. You have access to books and you will have
formed your own conclusions about the Gods, particularly Visnu,
Rudra, Siva, Isvara or Shankara-by now.

+Sorry, I am putting you to trouble. I hope you are keeping
good health. I can’t say I am languishing: | am not decrepit
though not very much more than that. I can still put together
a few notions to check up my information in connection with
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my estimate of things. A tall order, vou will say. But in the
absence of and access to sources here | am appealing to you.

=
@e. seoealxe sHaa** e300

R4 Bangalore

Dear Dr.Narayana Menon : Shri CKN Rao brought me a
letter signed by you, asking me to contribute a note on the
great Veena Seshanna. It is kind of you to refer to me on
the subject.

Though 1 have heard Seshanna a good number of times
from early on and frequently between 1917 and 24-he passed
away in 1926-it is more as a consumer of music and as a
mere taster(!) than as one who knows music technically, able
to understand and assess its quality or analyse the enjoyment
of it. It has been so with painting and dance; more enjoyment
than like a connoisseur, student, musicologist or critic. I wrote
a short impressionistic account of Seshanna in Kannada a few
years ago from the outside:secular. That does not entitle me
to speak with any understanding or intelligent appreciation of
him as a musician.

This much is certain: his handling of the instrument was
perfect and had an easy grace and mastery over it. With
the first note or touch on the wire, one knew what quality
of a note was issuing for what purpose and in a minute the
Raga he would develop would show up clean and neat; the
rest of the time he played a full development of its personality
would shape. He never repeated an effect or movement. No
other Vainika within my knowledge could or did so absorb
himself in the Raga or Tala and be it while he played. The
only vocalist who did that in my experience was Khan Saheb
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Abdul Kareem Khan. Seshanna's Tala scheme was simple and

straight, never strained or complicated, though he could dazzle
with technical brilliance when occasion arose. They say
Seshanna and Subbanna together performed to frighten a
challenger in the South in the old days. It was not difficult
for any one to follow his time scheme correctly. There used
to be perfect silence when he played, for all would be intently
listening.  He did not play all sorts of Ragas; i.e. the rare
or uncommon ones. Janjuti, Behag, Kamach were his
favourites. Khamboji, Todi and Bhairavi, Ketaragoula, Beguc»
and Shankarabharana among the larger ones and Ghanarags
Thanams. The majesty of the modes in the latter would rise
into full view as he passed from one to the next. He did not
rush and never tried to take you by storm. It was easy grace
and exquisite in everything and it closed naturally and quite
as with a full stop in a paragraph or statement. = Some one
desired one day at the beginning of the day’s recital to hear
Goula a little more fully. He developed it for a full hour.
It appears H.H.Sri Krishnaraja Wodeyar asked the palace
Vidwans to play him an unusual Raga next time which he had
heard from some stranger musician to whom he had given
audience. The members of the palace group at first felt
embarrassed. This is what is said: Seshanna simply said ‘H.H.is
almost testing us. Take down this Prastara in such and such
a Mela Karta. We shall develop it tomorrow morning and play
it to him the evening’ That easily confirmed him once again
as the Maestro he was deemed to be.

Nor was he insensitive to a chance criticism. It appeared
to him that a few of the musicians sitting before or about him
were keeping a slightly different beat in rhythm and he suddenly
asked 'why people like-so and so - he mentioned a few names-
took the beats slightly earlier or later than he intended. Sri
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Bidaram Knishnappa who was in the audience seems to have
smid- “the Master was playing it just a Kala or two short’ and
Seshanna seems to have said, ‘Kittappa, you are a truthful,
honest man, you must be right'. That was the largeness of

his mind. He was gracious and large, ever, in what he said
and did.

His Darus and Tillanas are some of them marvellous pieces
of composition. More than everything else was his courtesy,
the easy accessibility to him and desire to play to anyone who
went to him with a request. Once my Principal Sri N.S.Subba
Rao asked him if the time kept by a musician in minutes in
vocal performance and on the Veena absolutely corresponded
with the time on a chronometer. Seshanna said, ‘yes’. Rao
requested him if he cared to play for eg.23 minutes. Seshanna
accepted it and stopped exactly on the time indicated. Rao was
overwhelmed and touched his feet. The two were big men
each in his field. He took out the two coins he carried with
him that day in his pocket, i.e. 2 Sovereigns and humbly offered
them to him as a small token of his gratitude and regard. Such
things are small anecdotes; there are many others; telling of
his absorption and of his firmness.

But this is no musical criticism or an understanding of it.
And, can music ever be described or expounded in words?
No musician could explain the meaning of an A/apana he made
and it would be an impertinence to call on him to do it.

I know once how Ustad Barkhattullah Khan gave a Sitar
recital in the palace during the Krishnastami week. It was a
memorable performance and Seshanna was feeling happy to
hear the great music of the other school done with superb such
mastery, rare on earth, as he said. On an other day when
Sri Vasudevacharaya was requested as he alone could render
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to the Madhvama Kala, and he did it exceedingly well,
Seshanna went in instantly, brought a special silk and lace cloth
and offered it to him in token of full appreciation indicating
how the great musicians greeted each other with no reservations
but with fullness of heart and appreciation,

If I cannot write any note on him or his music, I may kindly
be forgiven. My limitation is true and when a person of your
eminence in Indian and Western music sponsors a celebration
and writes to me, it should be less than fair to accept the
job. Thank you anyway for the kindness.

There are just 3 or 4 persons who learnt under him here
in Bangalore. Narayana Iyer, Bhima Rao and Chandrasekhara
Rao and Smt.Tirumale Rajamma in addn. to his own grandson
Sri Venakatanarayana Rao (‘Svaramurti' as he was called). Of
course my elder Dr. Sri Rallapalli Ananthakrishna Sharma
could give a good account of his music but he is old and
weak and his sight is poor. If some person should persuade
him to record his views on a tape recorder, it would be fine.

* IBBTOONY ©FBrdod B VO WITY* SNY VW, WY, ~47003¢0N
Bone3d Iy, a3 BOORTBFBRD. BN ODeF DT TRLTOT WOFTEI
%03 83 Swamd. The Language of Music ©&30 I §3. TG ReEad.

- @
IL Mooeodee Vot e3ory*

85. Bangalore, 22-06-1933

My dear Mr. Sangam: Once again I am writing in English.
I am sure you don't mind. How are you and* youraward keeping
now? And how much exactly do you remember your promise
to send me the book? What, by the way, is the exact title
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of Dr. Abananin's book? 1 hope everything is O. K. with you,
with Mr. Martand and friends.

This introduces 1o you a very good friend of mine by name
Mr. M. V. Sitaramiah of Mysore who is fresh from the
University with distinction in Kannada M. A. Exam. He is going
up to Shantiniketan to pursue art studies if opportunities are
offered to him. With Sgt. Nandalal Bose in top of things and
you there to sponsor him - it shouldn't be difficult for him to
get in and install himself. Kindly do your very best. You might
even know that he is doing much good reviewing and art
criticism work under his initials '"M. V. C'. He has illustrated
some books as well. He is of your feather and will surely be
a delightful friend and companion. This is one more link between
Karnataka and Shantiniketan, not to speak of the one between
Mysore and Dharwar.

Well, how is everything else? What new pictures have you
made? Is Dr. Basu keeping fit? More on hearing from you.

* J20328e33TY aagﬁoamérddg &@Gﬁ% ﬁaﬁiaﬁdo.

PR. oT°. wIoBTeveohee” ©»IO

86. | Bangalore, 30-5-1949

Dear Sri Ananthanarayana : Kindly send me my copy of
Poetic Image. 1 need it badly.

Meanwhile pray let me say a word re : some note you
seem to have written recently on Sri Govind Pai. I have not
read it and so do not know what you say there and how you
say it. I hear that you use my name for saying that Sri Paj
B30, oW Ted BRRS or words to that effect. If
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I could be guilty of it 1 should be ashamed of myself. 4regmd
will never pass my mouth comfortably in connection with a:w
person - least of all would | use it for an esteemed elder and
host? It Sn Pai saw 1t or heard it what will he think of me?
Young friends like you should not develop disaffection and cause
of hurt between those who have been good friends for decades.

Say anything on your own. You are entitded to your opinions
and ways. But please do not put into our mouths words
unworthy and of which we cannot be authors.

You can have meant it well. But that‘is not the way an
earlier generation felt, said and did things. You may call us old
women; and, welcome. Even we deserve to be spared our feelings.

Please pardon me for having to write this. [ owed it to
myself and to a very valued friend from whom I have received
nothing but warm affection.

To : Sri Govind Pai - Forwarded with compliments. Copy of a letter

written - where you/we unfortunately subject.

* &dmacb DT RONT APNBY WBReFETNT . ‘WO’ uoqﬁaﬁﬁrié
XeOTTH. BRANIE FRZ0D Foed QONT FIT Jyoss’ J:ToF 30D FIF.
B

@o. B. d. ToIed* w303
87. Bangalore, 17-2-1950

Dear Dr. Pavate: Pray let me speak in behalf of the worthy
guest speakers whom you ask for the Kannada Research
Institute, Dharwar for Extension Lectures.

The Remuneration offered to them is Rs.100/- inclusive of
their T.A. D.A. etc, for a stay of 3 days in Dharwar. This
does not consider the distances which the persons have to travel
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and will certainly not be any sort of honorarium - for 3 learned
lectures, which they are asked to deliver. Could you kindly
sanction a substantial sum of money to cover the expenses
and make a handsome additional payment to them. I remember
to have been present at a meeting when a resolution in favour
of this was passed at Dharwar.

The Director of the Institute, just now asks me to forward
with a personal note an invitation to Sri P.S. Subramanya Sastri
of Tanjore to accept this year’s invitation. By no stretch of
helpful fancy can I believe that he can accept it for an inclusive
honorarium of Rs. 100/-.

I have explained to Sri Panchamukhi how this will be the
equivalent of disinclining him totally for the task. Please consider
this and see your way to making our invitation acceptable; really
inviting.

I am sorry I am writing so. But I hope you .will concede
the point I am making. How are you?

* THBONY TTFRIT O YLRBOD IVEFITONTY, WOF FTorwsd
DIRTRAOONT NTROTSNTOTRIN.

S@rdseerd Jerelosvrea® &0rY*

88. Bangalore, 11-2-1953

My dear Shankru : Thanks for your kind letter. Herewith
I send a crude indication of the meaning of the sloka.** Behind
it are many explanations of the meaning of which lead us into
wilderness of symbolism according as you are a follower of
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e cvetem or another 1 Relreve thue phvecal deseription will
do eanfely I smutheag more De needed we dhall v 1o
asipplement 71 1 have jwst hroken ap the stanga for making

off meaning phraces

| am glad 1o hear that Set Shiva Rao w1 to he on such new
duty 1t 1« curely something worthy of hik experience and hard
and onlv one hike him could do justice to it

| need not assure you of my regard and affection so late
m the day Pray convey my best regards to your parents and
best wishes to your Mrs., Child and Sister.

*Y SR SO B o SIveg ol o dodad:
GIN|WE: FODW WG 0F, TNINC: IN_TF IWFIWO 1
MRODA0 JTRMPAIRONIEZ NPO WY 1RO |
BOL WEC BT LILcTOIAVC TY 3 IBOIeo e

The deity has 5§ faces and 10 hands; each hand holds

something as described above; she represents the 24 letters
which reveal the substance of the Gayatri Mantra with its 3
lines of 8 syllable each etc.

Each of her 5 faces has (in order) epao&dz = the colour
of &w = the Pearl; Ot = the Coral; @ezp: = the Gold;
2deew = the Sapphire; @3¢ = The white; and she has 3 eyes
on each face : 8, (or 3o®) xirdg; (her head) wears a jewelled
crown to which is fastened the (half?) moon; she is the symbol
(expressing the philosophical meaning) of the Gayatri deity
indicated by the 24 syllables; she holds in her 10 hands the
=8 = boon; the ®od = (fearlessness) security; the ©0%3
= pike; the 8% = the whip; the 2o sweer = the clean
skull cap; the ne = the mace; the 302 = the conch; the
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ws = the discuss; and the 8o odorf = a pair of lotuses.
| am singing (thy) praise (offering my worship to thee).

This is roughly the meaning of the stanza. The Gayatri devi
is a special concept and includes the 3¢zx* and power of all
the 3 forms of the Supreme deity : 33, ox: and 3%, and
the consorts of all these. The whole prayer is one offered to
the Sun God first which is the source of all light so that the
worshipper might get illumination in his own mind through such
prayer.

This is a Dhyanamoorthi on which meditation begins. (There

is a pretty elaboration of this atmosphere in Tagore’s
‘PERSONALITY”).

* TRBRER CB[IOTTR WIT TS,

@o. . ». F0HVTo* w30

89. Bangalore, 28-3-1956

Dear Dr. Karamarkar : I hope you are well. Here you will
find the glamorous stanza which you and I associate with Dr.
L. H. If this is useful to you any way, have it. I get it thro’
the courtesy of my friend Sri Motaganahalli Subrahmanya

Sastry.

oHSAe BB T2 FRe / FRIEOD BT ITAC XTSI |

& W m&raesasooa TpOFENDe / B WDe Bndex odadazéﬁsa 0
CPTe ITIeF BREDTVLE / 30Heode oDHIoDe FT0IS |

OB FOIET TOTIL / SBAE TTRNE WRRCT BeBds I

S odnde N0 TR0 / F e W0 WREONO I |
QON0 WIJe PATII BT, / omFe BToZE T[rigds FCRED |
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| hope this will do for earth's felicity Pray convey my
regards to Sn Deole, V. (G and Potdar

 Hnot
]

o IOHNAL gommoten’ LOLoDowe? HMEr A Luange Lemotd

oLl ShFgnor's wLotiomh tomune nogeeides

-
Sedo dnedoiln Dd0h* wsid

9. Bangalore, 20-12-1958

My dear Madame : | am grateful to you for the letter. Indeed
I was feeling worried. Thank you for telling me that you will
be on the look out for something. Living is hard but is needed
for more than 10 of us.

In addition to fliterary and cultural items, I could do any
general work connected with current affairs; in Politics,
Economics, Philosophy, Religion etc. This is just for information.

I wonder if the writers’ meet at the conference could
consider the interference by Govt. with an earlier decision of
the Sahitya Akademi about Masti's novel. It was a new deal
and thoroughly wrong on principle. The book is extraordinarily
clean and noble. Simply because one group of vicious fanatics
made trouble and they could be effective because they were
M. P.'s should not be excuse for prohibiting the translation into
other languages of a book by an illustrious writer and first
sponsored by the Akademi. Where will we land at this rate?

I trust that this will find you in perfect health.

91. Bangalore, 23-11-1977

Dear Madame Wadia : Last time 1 met you in the L.I.W.C.
here 1 said | was working on a series of 25-30 books on
Literature in Kannada over the whole period between the 9th
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Cv till the 20th. That would have covered the record n any
hl'lstnr\ of our literature - excluding the work of this Cy.. if
I wm-lc for you. I have been able during these 3-4 years to
bring out some 14 out of the total. The 14th would have been
the last in point of time. These items are now sent to you
for kind acceptance by the PEN. Others of earlier periods have
been fully written and are in the hands of the Publisher.

This is partial atonement vicariously for lapse in conduct
in connection with my writing a short history for the PEN series.
My master Prof. B.M. Srikantia, I thought, would be writing
it. He passed away i 1946 without doing it from 42 onwards.
I have not been exactly in heaven situated at home and in
my career. For over many years, | have had to be out of
Bangalore. ‘Conscience’ Shaw said, ‘is anxiously self-
explanatory’. By the 50’s I found that your series also had
stopped. I have done some other work for the Sahitya Akademi
and the N.B.T., Govt. of India and other Universities here
abouts the bulk of which is in Kannada, though 5-6 are in
Englisk too. I have not declared anything about my work to
the PEN so far. After all, it isn’t great value to boast of. But
I thought I owed you an explanation.

My Publishers, here, the local Branch of the I.B.H. send
you the books the series of which I am general Editor too.

Each work is in 3 parts written by some one deemed
competent and survey of the 3 items and selections from the
writers as well as sometimes a fairly long Foreword are my
part of the work. The first part is historical; the second and
third deal with works - expository and critical; when there is
an original from which the work derives, an a/c of that is given
in the III Part. It has been a job to get the articles and process
the work for the Press. The strain on it has been equal to
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all that | was put to i my university service But that is neither
here nor there. If the remaining 1] or 12 volumes come out during
this side of my life 1 shall be content | have my own doubts

You will not be able to read any book in the packet. But
that will give you an idea of what | have done in connection
with our Literature. I don’t know if your Library will keep
it; and if you will care to get a notice or review of the work
in the PEN howsoever brief it be. If you can’t keep it with
you or may give the packet away to some institution which
deserved to have it and accept my rigmarole. You have
extended to me marks of recognition often and made me an
Honorary Member of the PEN.

[ hope you are keeping well. A line in reply, if possible,
be sent to the Publishers at Bangalore.

* ITP% DPOUT X.&. JoRCIRT HeNo3 z8, @wowewong Indian PEN
Centre=s ROz TE. Indian PEN & Aryanpath gona 2003 mdéng somecs.

@o. MU0 e &IV =300

92. Bangalore

My dear Dr. Menon: just a line to express my pleasure on
hearing that you have taken charge of the Director Generalship
of the AIR. I was at Kottayam the other day for Writer's
seminar organised by S.P.C.S. and met Sri Nayar there. He
told me you had accepted the job and were on. The news
was no doubt abroad for sometime; but we were awaiting the
event. As soon as I returned from Kerala I am writing to you
in felicitation.
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The Department needs a reorientation and you can give it
with your sense of finesse and purpose. There is much that
is set and stylised there. The news make up and presentation
must be crisper and better spoken almost in all the Centers.
The music section will T know come under your fosternal care
and will be given a new life and expressiveness. I wonder
what can be done with Bangalore but even there a lot more
can be done with stimulation of initiative and emulation. I fear
something needs to be done about the enrolments as well. Kind

words and warmth of appreciation do more even than money
In an institution.

Could interviews be organised better? We have the great
interviewer Freeman now in Delhi; I wish our interviews were
made livelier and fuller and more full of personality and give
and take. Freeman and Dimbleby did a great thing of it in
the BBC.

We should be grateful if you could produce Konkani and Tulu
programs once a week at least in Karnataka. The North and South
Kanara districts will be served better and intelligent people will
be made to feel they are an organic part of the community.

All that apart, it is good and refreshing to see a person
of your vision and sensibility at the top of things in control
of an agency which can make a Renaissance or quite cultural

revolution possible if it sets its heart on it.
|

dezbd of,; HIv® D) Jeabd BooTo Jorreesed wadrd
93. Bangalore, 12-12-1959

Dear Sister : Thanks for the letter. It is kind of Sri Kripalani
to mention my name; though I do not know if I represent
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Bangalore. But a profile is not a portrait, and one could be

as good or bad as another.

1 cannot say I have struck the first in anything; but my
interests arc fairly varied. 1 have tried to get acquainted with
history and present movements in the arts to the extent possible

here.

My feeling 1s that knowledge of our past is necessary for
the young, so that they might build on it true to our genius.
Too many of them are ignorant or reckless of it. While too
much preoccupation with past glory made us unprogressive and
sentimental in the earlier decades, present-day life in India and
elsewhere makes a different demand on us, and presents a
different purpose. Knowledge of and adjustment to it are
neqessaf‘y for progress and the larger devotions of the spirit.

My faith in traditional religion and its institutions is perhaps
not strong; though I know how much they have done for us.
I suspend judgement on the ultimates, for I don't know enough.
I am content with social or ethical idealism. The achievements
of our philosophic thought stir me and help to hold me steady,
thouéh the sterility of the present in the fields of intellect and
the spirit is saddening. The arts are a surer and more humane
influence and literature i1s warmest at that, for it makes me
tender and tough together. My partiality for it is because it
spares a tear for the sinner and the broken.

Yet too much addiction to these softer cultural factors can
inhibit the demand for efficiency and success in the more virile
tasks of a modern technological world.

I have no end of ambition for India, and 1 want my
Karnataka to take its rightful place in the councils and direction



of India. even as the latter should on the world map,
participating in winning the glories of peace. | sometimes have
felt that. in Nehru and his leadership, the dearest dreams of

my desire have come true.

I have owed much to friends and to Karnataka hospitality
in all manner of ways; for it has been generous. Karnataka
has rendered service to India in the past, conserving, interpreting,
reconciling and building. And it should be proud to play the
same role today and tomorrow- a force alive, alert, enterprising
and beneficent.

I hope this credo will do for anything you may need to
present my "spiritual" situation.

I have not done this sort of confession publicly €xcept in
an A.LR. talk (since published). One or two pieces of writing
bearing on me and my work are written in Kannada.

P.S. : I send with this a copy of the details bearing on my career, which
I have sent to the Sahitya Akademi's WHO'S WHO.

@o. B0 JBen® =303

94. Bangalore, 2-9-1960

My dear Dr. Sen : Will you feel vexed if sometime say,
on or before the 15th of this month, I send you a list of words
and terms - not many - for which you would give me
equivalents? I need definite transliteration of a few proper
names and items in the appendix. Also, some equivalents used
in your Bengali Book do not make the same communication
here. I wonder what has happened to my S.C. Mitra’s
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Dictionary. If T had that I shouldn’t have troubled you. One
or two constructions need minor clarification so that | might
render them more correctly.

Now that | had the author as a helpful and co-operative
correspondent, 1 thought I might apply to you. Pray do not
mind this trouble.

I have agreed to write a short note on Tagore's Literary
Criticism to a commemoration volume here. Could you kindly
send me any book or books bearing on the subject and a copy
each of his ‘Sahitya Paricay’'(?) and ‘Panca Bhut™ 1 enclose
a cheque to buy them with for despatch. Anything extra I shall
send on hearing from you.

Trusting that this will find you in the enjoyment of perfect
health.

P.S. : I could do with the best samples of Tagore’s reviews of any

contemporary work in Poetry, Drama and Fiction. If some work which has
‘readings’ of that kind could be lent I should be able to return it soon.

!
2. OT°. FeBTn®* w303

95. Bangalore, 4-4-1962

My dear Sri Keshavan : When last Sri Manjeri S. Isvaran
was here I asked him, if there was a chance of translations
of modern plays like even Bernard Shaw being sponsored by
the National Book Trust. He said the Council will have to think
of it and decide on the principle or something like that.

It happens that I have rendered Pygmalian and Major
Barbara; the first is ready for the press. 1 have obtained
permission from the Society of Authors, London, for publishing

T Woot) g3 183



it on a translation fee of R, 200/- per book. Now there is
no private publisher for things like that here paying the fee.
L'ven if T brought it out there should be no selling agency unless
I paid 35-40% as commission etc. | may not get back even
my Press Bill. 1t is a pity that all of us talk of Shaw and
modern plays and criticism before we have copy of plays,
before we could talk about such things. To my knowledge not
many other Indian Languages have taken up Shaw. | don’t
know at Bengali, Anyway it would be excellent to have some
20 moderns rendered into all the Indian Languages.

Drama is the weakest in India. The translations will supply
model for theme, treatment, technique of structure and dialogue;
and creative work may be liberated in the languages later on.
Please see if you could initiate any move. You can if you will,

Say Shaw, Barnie, Coward, Galsworthy, Maugham, Eliot,
Auden, Isherwood, Thiestler, Synge, O’Casey etc. from English;
Eugene O’neill, Sher Anderson, Tennesse Williams etc. from
America; Sartre and Camus, Gabricll Marcel etc, from France;
Pirandello from Italy; Hauptman, Knoff etc. if not even Brecht
from Germany; Strindberg, Bjornson from Scandinavia; Gorki
and Alexi Tolstoy from Russia - to think of a few. You know
more of these than I do. I thought I might write to you about
it. So, here goes.

Also P. V. Kane’s History of Dharmasastra may be
abridged into one volume of 400-500 pages in English and
rendered into all Indian languages with immense benefit to all,
Pray give this a thought. If you can’t, don’t worry. I trust you
are keeping well.

» udon MEAS SpPCD BN FOUNG T0; &'C‘Jtiamén 207, 30,
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0f. Bangalore, 14-6-1963

My dear Mr. Cleveland : Thanks for the letter dated the
I2th nst. T can't throw off your courtesy. | shall try to accept
the assignment  tho' I know that the material is stiff and
rather strange for our people. It is all so, so exotic. | wonder
if we have any idea of a whale* or a harpoon, and not many
- no - not! - have been inside of a ship.

Yet - the time will be atleast a year; I shall try if it can
be less. May I request you to let me have a loan of a good
Dictionary of the American Language which includes American
colloquial and technical terms dealing with fishing and whaling
etc. for the duration? It will be a help.

* TF FIFT DR TOWO ‘TRWAT'T IIF ©ORToTE TOwORLTY;
Jex*epon WondeoQy United States Information Service sue0ob oz,

W
&0%. 0%, Heovos* 30

97. " Bangalore, 19/25-5-1964

Dear Sri Diwakarji : Thanks for your Kannada letter dtd.
the 11th instant. I am honoured.

I wish a full seminar was organised to consider the problems
raised in ‘Ends and Means’ and ‘Hind Swaraj’ - in the light
of developments in India and elsewhere - for secular demo-
cracy - during these 10-15 years.

Another on ‘Why anybody should be good’ and on the
obligations to ‘Truth’ and ‘Non-violence’. These concepts were,
| believe, dear to him and therefore had better be gone into
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again and correctly analysed without bias, religious or patriotic:
no holds barred!

A third and almost flowing from both the above would be
on the ‘Implications of an International Citizenship® - in a
nuclear age. The proceedings and results could be published
and propogated in all languages.

Many assumptions and inhibitions seem to hinder progress
in thought in this country. A fearless and untrammelled inquiry
into the nature of human thought, expression and action - in
so far as this deal with group behaviour, particularly in Religion,
Ethics and Social welfare - and in Institutional framework which
could promote it - without itself introducing inertia points -
seems to be a desideratum.

My feeling is that too much of traditional response and
reaction - revivalist and obscurantist - are in the way of striking
out in the new term in India.

The Western and Eastern attitudes need to be cleared of
dead lumber - and points agreeable and acceptable to both may
be listed as basis for further amity - and the next step forward
will have to be taken as a joint endeavour. Terms like Peace,
Truth, God, Soul and Spirit and Freedom and Religion have
got to be defined and men should know what they are definitely
denoting by them. The Semantic ambiguities hurt the progress
of thought and conduct.

No auspices will be better than the Gandhi Smarak one to
undertake this task. Impulses to conduct - for friendship astute
- individual, social or communitywise, national and international
- have got to be gone into by men and women earnest, objective
and willing to be led to conclusions however incompatible with
all that they cherish as faith and belief so far.
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This 1s asking for the moon? But bless my soul' It is that
That 1s where we are chanting ourselves to if Gandhiji's spirit
should fulfil itself. Even he had a working faith. and he would

not question it. There would be people who might not accept
the premises. Am | ranting?

LA nTelA T wOe ISTANOW Slo (oM de0n BUTBN NIT TSe8S dnIPUde
BAT S,

QRSO ®eTPes &30

98. Bangalore, 2-2-1966

My Dear Sri Alkazi : You remember our talking at the Fact
meeting about Greta Garbo's doing a Pirandello Play. I was
not sure of it then. But a little after I left that place-the next
morning I left for Delhi, I remembered it. ~The title of the
picture was 'As you Desire Me'; where the 'heroine' - bless
my soul - comes in to a patient - the leading man-as Nurse.
The Patient thinks- it is his obsession-that she is his loving long
lost wife-or so-coming back to him;- any and every effort she
makes to disabuse him of it, is rejected. She gradually learns
to play and be the part and finally agrees(!) to live with him
as wife.

It's a typically Pirandellian process and she did it well, I
should say. I wish I was able to see you do 'Waiting for
Godot' or some Anouilh; or some extra naturalist- or realistic-
piece. I wonder, e.g., how you would manage O'Neill's Days
Without End or Priestley's Music at Night. The first will be
simple no doubt but still interesting: i.e., to see how you will
bring off Loving and John; the second how you will manage
the fade outs and insets in it. I have myself a short play which
uses the technique of the latter; just for fun.
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| wish 1 could have had an hour with one or two of us
together to discuss our Dramatic situation in India. The
discussion that took place under Sri Rakesh was more Theatre
Arts and Stage Technique for a play than presenting great
Drama as a form of literary art and presentation. Even that
aspect was brought up: but it was not worked out.  Far
too little is thought of imaginative Drama with a large theme
in it; and far too much as seems to me is made of clever
production of them and pretty things. I wonder if I am right.

I just remembered today the whole scene of our eating fruit-
salads uncomfortably on the lawn at the margin of the fountain
with nowhere exactly to sit and being thrown together by
chance-by luck. Chewing cuds, I suppose.

L

DTS, &0°, oadmgem ©=30r}

99. Honavar, 23-6-1967

My dear SRR : I hope you are well and got past the marriage
at Mysore which takes place between two good sensible people
leaves you cold and ever yet unresolved. I am glad to hear
the groom is the son of an old acquaintance of mine. If he
remembered me it should be from a depth of a score of years
or even a quarter of a century. It is good to hear he has a
son that big and he himself still litters the earth - when worse
than him - eg. me - does it, why should he not?

You remember a request of mine. (1) I need the invocation
to Indra to AeexHToI in a o, There is no oz called
RTFFEAQ, but that is the name I gave it in a play of mines.
But Indra has to be invoked and praised. Give me one or two
such. (2) The mantra at a Twemora8 stage also is needed-
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the lovehest that can be got. (3) T bring =875 on and get
them a nght to accept Beed  glass in equal citizenship with
Indra - a night they get when @333 secures it for them. How

should they be invoked and addressed and blessed by 3357

You see now : | have completed the draft of the 3rd scene
of the play: which in the 3rd scene sets it with this bit of
action. Do please exercise yourself and get me the stuff. You
are still a stuffed conservative and could at least go back to
a Yajna when you can defend the cow so lusciously, so piously.
I do too when I get good cow’s milk and see one of its Indian
kind before me. But I can’t prejudge the case and claims of other
mortals who in their appetitiveness (Base>Basis?) and voracity
ask for steak. Ask Perry Mason.** He needs it done. Fine.

That apart : Here is a need. Kindly help a fellow out who
is out of the aid of goodly men and access to libraries. Worse
still of those monuments of memory, the repositories of
ORRIIOE - more Karma than o, more oz than Karma.
Poor Devas! - because they earnestly, devoutly believe in it.
See, I am not intolerant. It is only your type of fellow who
will shrug if not even shake me and my kind of stow-away.

Meanwhile how are you all? How is Sri G*** now? Give
my regards to him.

P.S. : Sce. I have made my script Ist class. If I write for 5 minutes
more it will be even your despair.
‘. '255;5?\:” TowFoEIoN  DoWPF

« » Earl Stanley Gardener (03 A.A. Fair) 20w mOITosnd9 Ieoem
Pk aple (DR 07y TIRI) FCOWONYR), WIT ©IeOTI*  JeDBI
H3em0d TTOWONYYT 2R3 TODTO  TIF TFewT.

ess QD TOOBIITR.
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100. a&.ramdad. 19-7-1967

b¢ Beamumodron : I D W, WY Iousy. AW
RENAROTON  Jo DI, JrooNCHen. AW, ¥ DY
AWTH, OIFP  INOIRNCLIOD.  RoReex.

TS, OB WIdedd Bevwg. o Sewos NoP. e
SREH Y oTF IRBDS o 3 noy. oy TOGAS
TOAR - wme. OTIF IR B 3vcieonB. ‘Fo 3T
dNS. 778 Dous X Feew IR mR JedF  AoE
LIIWOD?  “As soon as we form a clear and distinct idea of it’
B WBDRRTLEY

IS CIIRAL ‘n%waba m%’ (62) ToB8c0? 200, GoRalenwat
DF FOT RBWeBD. WY ®O. B FowoFT T, IIN.
B0 2080000 TeReySow wRWOT ardw, BPRBRLT TN
TOTINR.

TRTE  GWONFOR I, IF, TOIITI), YRR
WEOWY, GOATROB ©IJI, IeT 903N FS,B303
QTERTTOD. AT FoZF S9nBOR Doy, A LB
TRD IIRVY. Tent TRAERA.

DIoHY eRY GBenBo IoRFeS. WT PO IIN
QY T[IToXAFP To. WOIL VSNE TR, DIY 20003,

P.S. : SSRR BRPROET* OB, $e9 TOZReTTOOWD. $II abemaasgj%
BreRsoe Aeme0 BR0IZY [ IFN. ST : ¢ B BQ0IRNO TS
ISR B QoDTHIR. Fey ST 2eITNQFB? VT, WODDFE,
TIFoTH?
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101 dordncd, 11-7-1968

2 OF. WIRY 4301 . ey O3 wdo LO. DI
X ook &-c:u{. o oL dgidmn 0 o m&e!:“
¢ IS wioF wEoIATH® : BReBILLS.. Jed Iwr
BARN LTLWMES VY 2y IDLNYY S4o0AR, wRIoudadis
Be%es oD Xelew.

102. gondadd, 2-10-1969

8 B OXF. UIZY VIR : JodInW. W T I
WX oG EE TLWIeIow JPLAQD. VIV ILTHARTW
OIWORYES. BONHQ Lo ITTIWYOD 9 ¢ ‘Presiding one’s
own funeral’ S0, FTeOD FIA.

O, DZXE JoTInsL. ZoboY & 0. 2. Brd wIoR
S8, ©T0¥ :Sods!ﬁ#sia_l 3PTPYWN. YTT TJVTICNL  IT,
CQLTI, WOFP - CYUOPDY ST, TOWCD TORFOOT LA
TOW LW WD), TRRONY NOD ITWITITNR - NTY. U
3T IR oPoodd [W. ¥ YAD IFF, Bowe VBN
SecadoolD. TE vWOR, IRYOR Sws.

FORX® ORI B ‘Hound of Heaven’ «ow #3338 230m3.
Doy 2emRR, Serdoodod v WTHIHTR VINOT  aIRR
B2 8R0TT? QO Beemetd? BeooPIwd JBenwd? All things
betray thee,/ who betrayest me Q02000 ¥Q TPHNAKD. QOFP
2L aﬂ:‘gdm. wd% qpa;apan Gd FONT, WEOZRT BRF) WNOT
gory, BRI IT, IR Qododne Q.

¢ Qe BATEOT 1S DX msga PIRT JIATVOTNR ¥TT
LR PFOSTNG, IO 8D, YYT RYODT sRdedn V8.
]
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103. Bangalore, 8-11-1968

My dear Sri Rumale : It was good of you to take me to
your Studio to show me your recent paintings. It was a delight.

Between these 10-15 years since I saw a few pictures of
yours in an exhibition and now what a remarkable development
has happened in your artistic ability! Your eye for perceiving
beauty has got keener, your technical skill has improved, tonal
values are better presented and related, the distribution of mass
and figure has gained clarity, strength and distinction. You put
better reality into water reflections and better gradation into
colour, both in water colours and in oil. I possibly miss the
clear soft blue of the Bangalore skies as is at 10 am and 3
pm. Am [ right?

This seems to be a red period for you, though your brilliant
white and yellow flowerage is compassed. The clusters are
gay and striking even whereas in I38¢ the topline looks too
deliberate.

You have shown up Bangalore in its parks and roads and
circles, in the private compounds and as set against the
forbidding sombre red brick of the Public Offices. Bangalore
should feel proud, though much of it is exotic charm and arrests
the artistic eye first. Meanwhile when is our mango, tamarind,
neem, honge, kakke, hippe, buraga to get portrayed? Our
flowers are quieter and less loud out. K, JRFLew3,
TP0%F, HOWET, XTBRF, need your affection.

Powers ripen with practice, with concentration and devotion.
You have both : vision and design; have benefitted from them.

192 TT oD ery-3



=8¢ 1s a large piece by all standards. | wonder if the
nght hand mass i.e. group of plants feel comfortable in feeling
against the tropical might of the central giant. [ am subjcc‘t
to correction since | base my remark on just seeing it once

In your figure portrayal too, I see strength and depth of
expression.

I wish our Government established a good gallery for Mysore
Art to put in a few pieces of yours immediately before some
one else knocks them off as collection elsewhere. Try to <=
that Exhibition Grounds are constructed for your show and those
of other young and old ones, for easy and cheap one-man
presentation. It is a woeful want in Bangalore.

I congratulate you on such good work.

* TVFWIT 203 TrF U ITRATN.

@o. QUoRS Bale* &0

104. Bangalore, 1-4-1969

My dear Dr. Iravati Karve : Greetings on the Sahitya
Akademi award for your ‘Yugant’ in Mahratti. The Akademi
doesn’t create a work or writers but it deems itself lucky if
it will recognise real merit.

I did not know you wrote in Mahratti also. Scientists are
said to be a different species from the vulgar herd who will
not care to glance at an agnate - let alone a cognate - field
if they can help it. Your interest in the Mahabharata thus
will be a departure. I know how carefully you have studied
the work, and, you gave me evidence of the fact that a lady
can be harder on ladies than a man would care to be; a la’
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Kunti. 1 remember vour having expressed your admiration for
Arjuna | suppose | should confess to it myself since he has
behaved fairly decently throughout. This book of yours - that
| shall not be able to read at all - will, | am sure, have dealt
with all your largeness - events, persons and things of our great
Epic acutely and in depth revealing aspects of value not
normally available to pure literature men.

1 join your admirers on this occasion and offer my salutations
0 you.

Chickmagalur, Belur and Mysore come back to my mind
and not less in a pea-and-sago bhat which you so graciously
treated me to in your own home, when 1 had the privilege
of meeting your revered father-in-law. I cherish the memory.

I hope you and Dr. D.D. Karve, with children and grand
children are keeping well.

* 8007, Wob¥, WTEN TOTX 3 ‘0300’ B8O FZF. DTAF TR ©IT
AR%; @. B.2. 8IF OTC T3,

El
. 8. Dervov0** SO

105. Boneed, 10-10-1969

3¢ DersoBoT WFOR : B AW, B, WOB. FONARW 30T,
‘CRe3RTRT O, IF, D WOTE. OXJ, IRVROIOOT
TovBRFEER. DeRY BH[OR VTR, SPABWEED. W We3s” Do
Tode TOF; LTTEB QONR.

A, Qewe (?) DTN [PV JRE wmcadmﬁémma
TEADD WO, AR, WoTI), BRFIPIRSTI.

S8, SoRPFI @ ©TF oI BRAGES. Lod Bewr 03
ARROW ©rdy; BD IBOT. IRH IINW DI WY,
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S3IN Re33. IR Be. v, PVBOTTANRYTCOTTOOT Demry 4
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QAJFONNOR ToWORATOZ JFemo08nYd MTT), LTOTL,

o
RITRRLIZED DD ﬁe@aagdowd:.

IS, WIBRRIRIDID : FF A IJeR 9MIT? ¥TT
NPT, TdY FOX IR Bert? 039 mﬁ.%%dg 20RO
0ed 0B ROTRYT'W FOONF; WoRTD' WTBIT Y N CRDW?
ST DIV 3 Jpspgoen Bert YOTTON TODF BREIT?
'BFOeSon” 03RS DROY? $TT LGS ARODBeTTTR Rede?
VB FOTITYOOONTY TP Sla FBRVON GRITY QOBTE,
LWV BT TonengeToTcR EPONWTIHON? ~ A0WHR).
YT, JRDTz SYONWeR. BN IFRINT NWITINIYIR,
Fedummemdd. ¥ Q08B! BVY WRIT TI A0,
DQR?

BRI, PO TOITF SREVIONT), [JIBEDCO 0T
$e9 BoZpewWooNB. I0, TATFT, NTROR, A eple
ae;g,zi.r% ﬁouo@&a’% & 03, eae,méx SR TWOWOTN TRWITNT0I
IPBE3eTE FOINT. STT WOT  WSETFNYY, FEBLTTRNYY
3i Yok alate LTI, JeRY STRENIFOTD IOVT S, LWL
5-6 [TJ0WT® WOTWEI. WP : IF0-3TO-TOTWTO QoW
&3 AnodH? WOy HOATY ROTT XeDAWRITY? - 0TI,

59T,
+ QA0 BRTOFIC TSRT LYTOTINTYN TJRT BRFEINFTYR IH.
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106. Bangalore,

Dear Prof. Ezekiel : In the latest issue (Vol. 40, No. 6-
7. Junc-July) of the PE.N., a reference is made to my late
friend Govinda Pai at the bottom of Page 8. By a singular
act of wrong doing the States Reorganisation Committee handed
over the taluk of Kasargode (in our South Canara Dist.) to
Kerala. We are sore about it. The wrong is crying to be
rightened. The sorest disappointment was to my friend Govinda
Pai who lived in Manjeswar, 56 miles from Mangalore. He
died broken-hearted almost. To call him a “Malayali Poet who
writes in Kannada” is an insult to his memory and a travesty.
I wish a correction is published in the next issue. We shall
thank you for the courtesy.

+ 23 QoBRR-woNoHT 3. PEN - All India Centers P03 20Dr T8¢ -
3ReTRTO SNFHH. eRO BpePOIP IR YTIT AFWTEF.
El

3. . BosderPad* &30

107. Zonendd, 20-6-1970

3¢ .. B033eNPBETRT Il 61* : mséde : 33 MSSA. F22-82-
5/70-1 3o 18-6-1970 T T BOWH. JOTINO.

&y 7-8 SRERER BwoWode TITF, JND, LEHORT/N
S8 I, 550&305 Q0 WRTPINT), 3Rl 3D, ©BY
SZ, ©3TONTN TR, & TONSODT, VOB TTFLFJoN
QBWeDAT LS.

B LoPBROTI, ToNE AFFOTWHI IIW TORITRA
BRDFPOY. I, DTWF DREF. IIT S8R0 &, Tog
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108. Bangalore, 4-8-1970

My dear Dr. Pai : Your kind letter : thanks. The wisdom
that marks your answer is natura! to you. If [ meant my
proposal as less than serious, I should not have written to you
nor do 1 wish to take your letter as a snub intended.

Rightly or wrongly we have chosen the Democratic -
whatever that may mean to different sections and types of
people - way of life. It means it is a whole of manner of
life, thought, conduct and conversations. The largest single
factor everywhere that vitiates it is the Party. The whole
question needs to be thrashed out and correct ideas deserve
to be propagated. If we do not develop conventions and the
larger decencies of Public life the present tendencies will
destroy the peace, security and stability of the country. That
is why I desired a full, frank and free expression of attitude
about things.

I quite know that the press queers the pitch. This is the
post 2nd war-American way of interviewing, reporting and
presentation of news etc; not the British way Pre-1947.

There are problems of Freedom in the expression of opinion
and propagation. It is one of the Institutions which came in
for discussion.

That is the matter to be grasped. But you don’t naturally
like the hurly-burly of the passions of such discussion. What



are the limits of freedom, its modalities and how should the
press and other organs of propagation of opinion function on
is as important as anything else. And it should be in as
subject.

I am sorry 1 brake in on your time and attention writing
the letter. | hope you and yours are well.

P.S. : You are quite on the grim side of chmBne Qde dees: etc.
and bright. But my feeling is that the anarchist attitudes, the students problem
and the unscrupulousness of party manoeuvres will be the worst things of

this decade in India.

* 30000 FTY; DTOOT CRTD; $Q0D BB YT HITS DE0deHT

TDNT xozgpﬂc eI "
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109. Bangalore, 12-8-1970

Dear Dr. Karve : Sad news to hear this morning. I
carry the memory of your treating me to warm hospitality a
few years ago when I was in Poona. Mrs.** was a very
gracious and a firm minded lady. I very much like to cherish
the two-three days mother and daughter spent with us at
Chikmagalur and Belur. When you and the Godgils listened to
the recitals of Veena music by my young friend Mr. V.
Doreswami Iyengar at Mysore,l saw with what attention and
intelligent appreciation she listened to it. It is also a delight
to meet your great father*** at Poona - altogether a fine day
to remember and hold in memory. That was beneficence indeed.
I have not seen the like of her for scholarship and understanding,
To convey any condolence is but a small job. Some of us are
with you at this moment of bereavement.
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b¢ 8. Tonoves eTOR ¢ TR LT, wno wo. Loy
AT HPOOINVAD, Le. o LYCIXES az,0 ol et
wofe QD8R BF, TGNV DI Oy,

O 83 90D Lomh Wl el wInOLTWNG. OFE, NOBD
DF. 0T, TITIZE DWII0WOT Jec¥IoLITIE GTT
VT T,TONTY . AW WIONFITON JRILIT &0oT
SRBLCTOONZ' LOLNED WoB. ‘ded ed, OINE TORNBITY
DPITFe ACY BUrmTY. YLK TooL'word VI evd Ton
83 udodhowod wuF, T BBbRonT (. AT savode.
Q0GR BRVEGNW T8I, Bewd BOwOGHY 8RB kT TewIoT.

T WLTUO, WD, WTW SF TotsRorod, ThI=IR
oIV T OB[YZ, IDHMB HowoF ToT GV TPBEW, YTF
DBOTLD ONSXT . LTRrHILIOIN  ARR. JI=[Fohow &BoD
edF 307 00T BODT, SR BRUIFYTD 0T §HW
DR BRB, 8oL PO LOLNTH T, oD Fored, Snvlalelolally
'oURY WOoW WIPIIZ, LY. To TRTFBAT 0e30NY
QETEE TS wOIE), BOB WIRWER, YPNL GIF
OTOTDIFIY? wddewaommﬂddd?' WO a;,ﬂ_l 234 ed,
ROFRTTON. T, T oD TITFION TRRW), FF IR,
4803 WITF, ToYFSoW ¢ BUNDOT YLYETR TOONY.
&80% FpOTOTOD, §HFF, YVYAT Tort BOH. LIVTHW LTWIW,
LRUHED WBWID, 03T BBYOLTP AR,

8 mooIon wom sgod Tuodh ZTer trareogd KO
ag wvgies.
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1 Bangalore, 28-7-1973

My dear Sn Arun Bhattacharya : Presuming on the courtesy
shown to me by you so unaccountably, so pleasantly, I write
to thank vou for the issues of the Uttarasuri you are sending
me. 1 do not know who commended me to you. I just know
how to piece together the letters and read a few Bengali things

slowly. What can get into my head so at all [ tried to make
mine.

The 1ssue dealing with poetry in Bengali in the last decade
though is delightful other compatriots of yours with fairly
tllustrious names have written to you in congratulation. Pray
accept mine for what it is worth.

There are articles on the prodigies of France and the
European continent of the 90's of the last century and the
first decade of this century in your issues who have transformed
the waves of all our poets here in India also. Many swear
by them. But there are few translations directly from French,
Italian, German, Czechoslovak etc. Have their best pieces in
poetry been rendered into Bengali? If you can get them done
competently, like say Bowra used to do them or Ezra Pound,
print one or two each time - the original in Roman type, on
the left page and the Bengali rendering on the right. I should
like to read and appreciate. You are a more enterprising people
and do it easier and earlier. But you represent the staider values
in kind and your criticism seems to be at the center of the
compass, not too much to the left; - am I right? There is learning
behind attitude and statement in many of the articles as I see

them.
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| for eg do not get the dash and the D-1 which eg a2
S Suml Gangopadhyay gets translated into in Smt. [ila Rav's
"CALCUTTA" in "4 Lucky Dip' The lady and Sri Ray | was
lucky enough to be taken to last year about early April when
I chanced to be in Calcutta. If T knew enough of you [ should
have tned to look you up. But I am held back because of
my 1gnorance of your tongue and the spoken Bengali is the

despair of an outsider.

Your notes on Music are exceptionally done well and T +m
sustained in the feeling by reading what Sri Amiya Chakravar:h
says 1n this issue. Darbari Kanada, Todi and Bhairavi he
speaks of - really the Moghuls among the Ragas - are dear
to me as well. They are however larger things while there
are dearer ones for me. Is there any chance of your going
over to these parts? Pray write to me if and when there be.

Long ago about 1932-3 when Sri Masti and [ went to
Shantiniketan and my elder carelessly spoke his name as
Chatterji or so, Dr. Amiya sharply called attention to his correct
name. That there should be Bengalis today who will spell his
name with 'b' is a codum! Are we men educable at all? These
errors happen.

I wish someone translates a few of the Canzones which
Ezra Pound translates into English stanzas from his Provencal
bits. We have none here who know I[talian or Provencal or

its sister tongues.

See: you have drawn on yourself a long letter for the
courtesy of sending me copies of your Journal. Serve you right
but gratitude indeed.
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| wrote a note for the local Souvenir which my Bengali
friends published for last year's Dashara on the Paintings by
Rabindranath Tagore taking a bit of a sentence from one of
your own writers and mentioned your name to the editors for
a copy of the issue to be sent to you. I hope they have

done 1t.

With best wishes. Cheerio: this issue is well done for matter,
get up and all that.

112. Bangalore, 1974

Dear Dr.Arun Bhattacharjee : Your letter: thanks. I could
see that the article was written by a younger hand eager to
argue for Achala. This triangle is as old as the hills in Literature.
And she lets herself down into a situation. Poor thing: Father
and the husband hunt her differently; and Suresh is grasping.
It is almost like the form of a doctorate thesis concluding
arguments with quotations from and references to authorities
like he does. Havelock Ellis was a name in my High School
days half a century ago. Each succeeding generation gets tired
with the influence of a great name before it. Sri Buddhadeva
Bose seems to have mounted some dissatisfaction against |
Tagore. But a few of the titles of his later poems etc. are
(?) chunks from Tagore. I am reminded of Tennyson's "Lest
one good custom should corrupt the world".

Sharat and Rabin's work amounted almost to a tyranny, a
worship or a cult, to young, impatient but new types of creative
minds. Unless idols are broken-often alas, rudely- a new
generation thinks it will not be heard. It has ever been so.
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| have read part of a poem by a later writer called "Vismarani'.
in 'Mohamudgara' addressed to Tagore as the 'Kavi-vasay'
Even a great poct, in later stages, tends to repeat his successes
with vitality lost.

The short stories of Tagore and of Sharat are of different
kinds. Rabin's have a wider range and flexibility and variety.
Sharat's sensitiveness 1s acute, concentrates on the sorrow of
women in society, particularly of the middle and some times
educated classes. Not that I have read all the stories; my
experience is limited. But his pen is pointed & steel-edged
with a finesse of its own. Dr. Sukumar Sen lets down Bankim
extolling the superiority in all kinds of Tagore, not conceding
a point to Bankim. Bankim's is a historic influence equal to
that of anybody. Visavrksa is a classic in its kind. Tagore
estd. a supremacy in many kinds of work and Bankim fell to
conservative briefs. But some of his women and his handling
of their problems is larger. Tagore doesn't seem to know
the lower middle and poorer class of men and women. Yet,
why should we have to praise one always at the cost of an
other?

I carry very sweet memories of Shantiniketan when [ was
there with my elder Masti (1932).  Already I could see a
decadence - the vital spirit seemed to have suffered. The
famous beard of the poet had been shaved for some reason
to show weak thin chin. Shri Amiya Chakrabarti was there
as Secretary or so.

I have met Smt.Leela Ray and Sri Annada Shankar once
when Sri Asit Gupto took me to them. Sri Annada looked
taller for my reach and a little less easy to be drawn into easier
conversation with a new man though he was very sociable



and urbane Mrs Leela very kindly gave me a copy of the
convocathon address and a copy of her translation of Bengali
poems ‘Lucky Dip' where out of 2 poems dealing with Calcutta
there was almost a violence in the one by Sri Ganguli. The
last line in the original seems stronger than in the translation.
Her translation sometimes scores higher in English than the
originals. 1 have not seen a Sthalakamala in these parts. |
hear it is not Magnolia Grandi Flora Linne. It is pleasant to
hear that Smt. Leela Ray will be rendering a few of your own
poems. Good news.

Your notes on Music are interesting not only but full of an
enthusiasm - for quality. I don't know how traditional Music
-North and South-will fare in the coming years all over India
with Pop, Rock 'N Roll, Twist etc. invading us propagated
torturing and deforming libretto movements in Talkies and in
the mouths of youngsters, who are carried away by the visual
charms there or cabaret-shows with their titillation, caress &
entertainment-moved as much by the beats as by the situations
and the Apsarasas and Gandharvas who are on the white
screens. They need longer ears than mine - do I sound superior
- to take in. It is a new Dionysian if not even a Pan-like
transformation that is coming over this land.

Enough of all this nonsense: I am glad to hear from you
and it is good of you to speak so kindly. The wealth of poetic
talent in Bengal is heartening.

113. Bangalore

My dear Sri Bhattacharjee : This recent issue of Uttarasuri
contains a note or two on Dr. Sukumar Sen and among his
productions in English - one on origin & development of the
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Rama Legend-is mentioned. If copies of the book are available
kindly send me one by VPP | have met him once at a
Jnanapeeth Meeting. But, | have corresponded with him for
I rendered into my language his History of Bengali Literature,
when he was very helpful in the translation. He also sent
me a copy of his Bengali work on the subject. I see he is
a Rabindranath Tagore man and rightly. According to some
opinion, he is hard on Bankim by even considering his brother
as superior to him (But, I have no knowledge of the brother's
works). I have not had access to the latter's work but Bankim's
work has been with us from the beginning. I very much like
his handling of the many phases of women's role in life and
her problems. His treatment of the Krishna theme is more
or less radical. It has cleared a lot of the jungle and he in
his time had to fight a number of people-Indian as well as
foreign-who attacked Hindu Religion. It is possibly because
he supported the conservation of the Hindu Dharma - as he
seems to have written separate books on the subject, that
he was even called reactionary and even his fiction suffered.
I may be wrong.

I quite liked a few essays in Sharatchandra Chatterjee's case
though the comparisons between Anna Kerenina & Grihadaha
were a bit strained. That's a personal opinion.

Your poem published in aid of the suffering in Bengal was
extremely effective. I couldn’t do anything even by sending
a small donation for atleast two reasons. 1) Because I myself
am a poor man 2) I was in a Nsg. home for quite some time

during those days.

Incidentally, how do you render 'Individuality' & "Personality’,
express difference between the two and terms like 'item' ,
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‘trend', 'terror, 'attitude' etc? Sometimes even Tagore keeps
the English words and some of the articles which appear in
Uttarasuri also keep them. But equivalents used in sister
languages can light up the rendering in other languages and
can be more likely to help us in our work. As the recent
'Listener' article puts it, 'likely' cannotes ‘more probable than
not’ as meaning of a term nearer in expressiveness. I wish
I knew fully to understand the language of the 'Nathoon Kavita'.
Any pure native idiom is hard enough but the sallies of the
Navya' everywhere almost from the beginning of this century
in Europe & America and from the 50's here are a bit of
a problem. Possibly we are in for a lot of what they used
to call 'protest’ or 'Beat’ 'Nagna' 'Digambara' etc. and
sometimes merely Angry and illiberal.

I hope you and yours are keeping well.

* 2O TL; ‘wgpma' WO naaosé A0DHT TN JoTOTEDD.
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114. OOBI, 6-5-1974

231 BJPOR : Sdes. Y, DIRTIDH DFe FOATLew. 3%,
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115. London, 15-5-1974

My dear Kumar : My Ist letter must have sufficiently
disappointed you. I could not help it. All conditions were
formidable. Only I did not show up to strength and competence.
I am still in the Hospital and may’ve to be there for a few
days more. I do not know when I shall be able to stand up
firm on my left foot and be able to walk atleast easily with
the help of a stick (or crutch)... If I am able to get into the
airship I shall fly back. After all what else have I here : when
I can’t go out into show or place? All things that I should
have valued are on in the way : plays, operas, music etc. I
am unable to avail myself of their being on. Pygmalian is to
be on. Heartbreak House : both in a few days time. The
day before yesterday Neruda’s poems were recited by Gielgud,
Peggy Ashcraft, Sybil Thorendike etc. It must have been a
grand show with super weights being put cz boards.

T ok g3 207



How are you all? Comfort Kitty and my other children. A
little more time may or may not be given to me to live. I wish
it would be free from such desperation. If this does not impair
me as a disability, 1 shall be grateful. Possibly the head may
not go wrong. Let me hope. If it does, what could I do? Do
1 expect this? This is spine, they say. It is lucky it was as
light as this. Two of the biggest Doctors have said that. [ am
glad my wife is now not there to bemoan in the midst of her
physical and mental worries, nor my mother or aunt. Happy
situation on that.

My regards to the friends. Mattur is doing fine and some
of them are looking after me as well as any.
#
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117. Bangalore, 21-1-1975

My dear Shri Kamat : Your letter dated 18th instant has
been received today. I note the sincerety and frankness in the
voice and can understand the situation. It’s a pity that the Book
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Printing business is under a shade now and that you have had
to suffer losses and other kinds of hindrances.

That so much has been spent on me is true. It has been
a goodly sum though I don’t believe | have kept track of it
since I don’t maintain Accounts and I pay more monies away
- almost cvery time | receive your cheque. Books like these
don’t sell casily anywhere in the world : they need a lot of
persuasion and personal effort. Possibly a little more flexibility
in that direction and in marketing could sell a few more. The
Gross Value of all the 7 books - 6 done and the seventh
impending - will make up the total expenditure. But, that is
not how any one could speak to publisher. Nor can it convince
chiefs of firms who must think of investment and return. And,
it takes time to realise the money however.

There are about 5 books more with you pending and ready
for publication on which all monies have been paid to the
Authors. 4 to 5 more books are with me containing all the
three parts and waiting for my “Sameeksha”. One is completed
and is under fair-copy; the others will be completed within a
month or so. Though I have got to be read again in terms
of each other and comparing them with texts - not all of which
are easily available. I have got to get them - if at all - from
the Dictionary Committee and the University Library. Until I
go through them I can’t formulate a view on the observations
of the Writers, which are sometimes ticklish; add to them or
modify them. The “Sameeksha” has to be my word. The
‘Kavivani’ at the end has had to be got up quite at the end
since I shall have to select from all the books and omit stanzas
quoted in the articles and otherwise, add what I consider more
significant items. That depends also on the amount of space
we can allot in the books. This has been a very arduous task,
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and correcting 3 or 4 proofs on each 1s not a soft job. The
‘Samecksha™, therefore, cannot be taken up till all the three
articles are checked up and weighed. But | shall complete that
part of the completed books within about a month [ have spoken

about just now.

The other scripts are with me and are not complete : you
have paid for them all and I shall be glad if you take them
from me as value received in return for payment. When the
111 Part comes up on each, each may be sent to me for making
up with its “Sameeksha” and ‘Kavivani”. Keep them as Value
in Account to the Firm.

I have neither authority nor sanction to order the Writers
or hurry them for performance; fair-copying as I wrote to you
in my last letter, has got to be done by some body who is
free and at leisure and can understand the business. It’s a
special technical job in these books. The two friends who are
working with me are in independent jobs and cannot give me
more than an hour’s time when they are in town and off
business. I shall never be able to do any writing legibly myself
for my fingers are bad these 40 years and I depend upon friends
to take the dictation, get corrections from me and then take
up for faircopying. This is the situation on my side. I enclose
copy of a letter I have today written in answer to one from
Dr. D.V.G. - both may kindly be perused and sent back to me.

I do not think I have written as many letters ‘these 30 or
40 years that I have written to our writers during fhese 4 years.
All of them speak soft in answer but their scripts haven’t yet
come to me. I have changed some writers when it has become
necessary and 2 or 3 are still under negotiation. If we hand
over the commission to some new man not necessarily equal
in quality, he may take an other year or two which will not

T RoaHd ger-3 211



help matters. You are free to chuck them off and ask others.
Many of these articles could be later on individually printed
as separate pamphlets - if you feel to do it that way. Meanwhile
do 1 feel that you will not yet despair of the series?

Please let me know when my subscription for the ‘Economist’
ends. I shall send a personal cheque for the amount due and
your Firm at Bombay may place a renewal order for that. It
may not be for more than a year and I do not know if I last
beyond 1975. T am almost addicted to the Air-edition and the

Postage takes up more than half the cost of the paper and
that can’t be helped.

[ note the direction contained in your letter re : the publication
of my other work. The world will be no poorer for not seeing
my work or me. If they get published somewhere sometime,
it’s allright. Else, they can keep unpublished or delayed in
publication. You needn’t feel the least worried about that.

You have been so good and kind to me that I cannot forget
or throw away such marks of regard and affection. Re: the
book you have presented me, the money is still with Sri Aithal,
who is somehow feeling irked about the way of presenting it
to me; though I have craved for some Rs.2,500 as advance
from him in connection with my fateful journey to England.
No function need be got up in connection with it and Sri Aithal
is ready anytime to make it over. I hope I haven’t hurt your
feelings wrltmg this. I am a grown up person and can
understand. J wish you had called for a few minutes at my
place; or, if you will fix up time and date, I shall go to you-
anyday. Thanking you and Mr. Anantaram.

* ZOTPROS QORI 2T TOXF, 0. D. . THBI ﬁo%m# L1 e To
ma‘)ﬁm.
'
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1R Bangalore, August 1975

Dear Sir @ Your letter with enclosure was received by me
redirected from the National Book Trust, India, Delhi. | am
sending this forthwith. A sheet containing some detailed bio-

data 1s sent along with this.

I am sending this because I am intellectually and in affection
attached to Cambridge; more particularly to Kings’ College,
where some of my worthies like Marshal and Keynes, Sidgwick
and others, possibly Bertrand Russel etc. and E.M. Forster
were working or meeting. I looked up the College about the
20th May 1974, went round the building but I learnt it was
vacation time and the College was not to open and I barely
could spare 2-3 hours. I wish I had looked round the College
itself but that could not be. I had been taken ill at London
and could move about in a wheel-chair round. So I consider
a tribute of affection to supply this information. Thank you for
the courtesy.

WesoTe F,FTR* &30
119. Bangalore, 26-02-1976

My dear Sri Devalapalligaru: So long after the Govt. has
conferred an honour on you, I am writing this. [ am not myself
keeping good health and writing 1s difficult for me. The fingers
are doing poorly these many years past and let alone being
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legible, they strike in the middle of the paragraph. But none

of these can be ground for a discourtesy like mine.

You have been so good to me when last we met at
Hyderabad. A later time at Madras - at perhaps an Akademi
Symposium - I just caught you for a minute; but being called
away for some other work perhaps I left you brusquely. I am
sorry for what happened. I tried to find you again but you
were not anywhere available for me.

Kindly accept my feelings of regard and for my joy at the
conferment of the title. It is nothing for a person of your abilities
and achievements and certainly not at this age of yours. All
that I could say is that the great Sita of the Ramayana herself

was made to say by the poet that there is hope of joy if a
person could live a hundred years!

The songs that Sri Rajani sang one evening at your place
were enchanting. I met him later at one or two meets. It was
a different level of conversation and response. Is that the same
person who has come here as Station Director of A. [. R.
recently from Vijayawada? We had a chance of meeting at
the Ravindra Bhavan recently and hope to meet as patron and
client hereafter. My ability to perform is poor now. And the
station will not usually stretch hands to lame ducks or to
superannuated persons.

I hope you and yours are keeping good health and cheer.

. més 3o ksd; aiqt,;.raaim mcs:%sm.

214 T Toshd) everi-3

~



. WO' O eodew*® wiibr)
120 Bangalore, 15-7-1976

Dear Dr. Dandekar : T hope you are still there and Incharge
of Affairs. You very kindly sent me a bulk of Mahabharata
items in Prof. B. M. Srikantia’s a/c. It is a fairly long time.
I have thought of writing this letter over a period. Being 1l
for some time and not quite upto mark | didn’t tell you that
the last volume of Karna Parva was not included in the Packet.
It was possibly one of the very last publication of the
Mahabharata. Perhaps Dr. S. Radhakrishnan released it. That
volume 1s very valuable and | have many things to checkup
in a comparative account of Karna characterisation in my
literature. The Southern version is highly inflated. A sad fatality
has dogged the life of Karna from the start and there are some
glorious accounts of how he must have felt in full knowledge
that Arjuna was his brother, when the latter didn’t know it :
a nobility of character rarely matched in a drama of character.
Kindly see if a copy of that volume could be sent to me. If
you feel that I should make a payment for it, I shall send you
a cheque for the sum or accept the volume by V.P.P. That
will make my record full. I shall not bother you over the
Mahabharata copies after this. The cup will be full.

Has any book been published recently or the past few years
about an authentic and inclusive account and assessment of
Krishna and the Krishna problem ? That character dodges
student at every point. I am more interested in the Epic
accounts in the Mahabharata and Harivamsa. There is much
woolly nonsense in some of the accounts published by Bharatiya
Vidya Bhavan, even during Dr. Munshi’s life. e is more myth,
fable and legend there. Things like that cannot have built up
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the character of Krishna into esteem and worship as a national
hero. If it be possible, 1 should like to present a short realistie
account of Krishna of the Epics, with or without the inclusion
of the incarmation motif. | shall thank you for the information,
A fearsome task tho' it be. What is the life membership fee
of the BORI or the Annual membership subscription ?

For a long time, I have been eager to have a condensed
version of Dr. Kane's History of Dharmasastras. Even in 1949
I proposed it to him when Chief Minister B.G. Kher had
assembled a few of us at Bombay for a conference. Till the
last he would not agree. Some person seems to have got a
right to abridge or translate it. | wish first a short version of
it like Somerville’s Summary of the Toynbees Study of
History, first in English, culled from his own sentences in about
5-600 pages and later on if possible to be rendered into the
major languages of the country. It contains the basic information
on which the entire culture of a Hindu India is said to be shaped
tho’ that is disappearing today ! I had tried to interest a number
of Institutions and wrote to Dr. S. Radhakrishnan also when
he was President : it hasn’t materialised so far, We are a crass
people and cannot value treasure.

Can some thing be done in connection with that?
Teerthakshetra, Yagnakarma etc. may be brushed aside : but
the more substantive portions including the essense of our
Jurisprudence may be presented. It will be valuable work,

The first volume supplies not only an account of the literatyre
current on the subject but contains descriptive summary (1) of
all the contents. Atleast that could be rendered first,

I hope I am not disturbing you too much and you are keeping
well.
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121 RBangalore,

Dear Sir : Here i1s my report on thesis on 'Darsanika Kavi

(hamarasa'.

I have no objection to passing this for the Ph.D., since others
like this have before now been passed. and, it will be unfair
to deny him a similar degree.

The work collects information from all round and in doing
it, has secured the guidance and supervision of Dr.
Bhoosanurmuth. But the whole of it appears to me paste-board
and scissors work, for there does not seem to be more than
industry and quotation. Chamarasa is one of the finest poets
in Kannada and i1s writing on Allama Prabhu; perhaps the
clearest-headed subject. Prabhu's personality shows to advantage,
understanding, culture and achievement. But for him the relative
worth of the others would not have been clear. I wish more
of his personality was shown in Relief, marking him for
individual quality and his fundamental humanity. 'Karunamaya'
‘WSFResTOTTHooNS:” ‘BF 30T’ etc. are beautiful terms.
Our writer may excuse himself by saying that he is dealing
with the philosophy in the poem. But eking out a systematic
philosophy from a poem is a delicate and a tricky job,
particularly when it is an episodic poem. A philosophy undertakes
analysis as well as integration to make it a coherent and a
completely meaningful body of thought. Many of the later
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writers seem to do less than justice to Harihara who was nearer
in time to Basaveswara etc., and felt nearer to the flush of
the enthusiasm of the period than the later doctrine makers.

The several chapters and sections have been taken up more
or less to substantiating aspects of the philosophy as it is called,
of Allama Prabhu and as illustrated in the work. Is it the
Shatsthala clearly, definitely and regularly made? Much of the
lore here is taken from the other Vachanakaras and people
who expound the Veerasaiva doctrine at later times. This is
perhaps valid. But no independent thought is evident which,
I feel, has to be present in a thesis of our time in analysis
of a subject. The doctrine as expounded by other writers on
the Veerasaiva Movement takes just those elements which are
superlative accounts in general.

Lytton Strachy and Harold Nicolson as writers and/or in
biography are not exactly the same kind and their distinctions
of pure and impure biography are neither acceptable nor can
be used in marking against the Jaina Puranic biographies or
in cracking up saints like the present subject. Such things may
be avoided. The bibliography is much too big. Possibly such
a thing is held needful to impress the referees and the readers
of the Thesis when it is published. Any bit of a pamphlet or
any work mentioned once or twice is put in as reference: some
could find a place only in an index. In a subject like this the
concepts are not easy to get into by secular men of our time
- and are readymade. Many are dope words for those of faith;
for they have been accepted as details of a theological system_
No thought is involved in adducing or accepting them.

I should have e.g., liked the development of thought and
attitude, i) as it had presented itself till-and, in-Prabhu's time:
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imark it off from what it developed into in successive stages
from Harthara on. By the 15th century, the doctrine had
hardened into a system, and to read later doctrinal meanings
into earlier mode of feeling and utterance may not be sound.
A person belonging to the community writing his Thesis on a
religious subject is naturally prone to selecting. Quotations are
connected not with the main thesis but on secondary and
incidental aspects. The reference e.g. to Kalidasa or Sudraka
and to quite a no. of the English books and matter in the
periodicals are not exactly necessary or relevant. I quite like
the concluding paragraph on page 374. It is honest. More than
accepting a symbolic philosophical meaning from the beginning,
the human side of Prabhu's achievement can be presented to
greater advantage to make better meaning today. What for eg.
were actually the deficiencies in Siddarama, Goraksha and the
others and how he beat into them the higher valuations could
have been more illuminatingly presented. Even the Mahadevi
episode could be analysed better. What exactly was the point
of conveyance in the Gupta Bhakti of Marula Sankaradeva or
vis-a-vis Ajaganna and Muktai could have been elucidated.
And has it been described anywhere? The distinctive contribution
of Basavesvara, Channabasava and Madivala Machiah whom
Prabhu selects as the Elite as well as the successive steps
with which he cleared the levels of feeling, attitude and reaction
in Siddarama at Sonnalige - it is a magnificent episode - could
have been more satisfyingly presented. | say this because the
degree confers position and status for the persons and for the
book in its kind. It will be deemed as authoritative source for

other writers.

| should like to make an humble suggestion for consideration.
These are all religious subjects taken up by people belonging
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to the respective religions. Great works and literary forms of
other lands and times which are deemed classics in literature
and intellectual esteem and culture may be encouraged to be
taken up as Thesis for Doctorates. If there are no guides inside,
others could be chosen from elsewhere. That will stimulate
more spacious thinking and methods of inquiry and will expand
the knowledge- both of the writer and the people of this country
and add new wealth to Kannada Letters. I hope I do not say
anything which hurts the present inquiry; for it is essentially

no inquiry at all but a collection of material, organized(?) into
a Thess.

1 do not see any need for a Viva-voce on the basis of the
writing; for the material connected with it is already there and
if the person has a good memory of the quotation and the
source, he can answer a question bearing on it. Our students
deserve to be put on courses which will enlarge their minds
and open out fresh operational fields of thought and evaluation.
My fear is that it is not being encouraged or even countenanced
in our Universities where departments limit and restrict choice;
even frown on a different kind of effort. This will condemn
us to stagnation and sterility. I am not preaching. But to whom
else can I make an appeal than to a University?

oo, Uese0e0 Todles®, BreRahd w=dr

192 Bangalore, 1979

Dear Sir: Lying among my old papers I discovered this little
pamphlet which I must have borrowed from your Library in
1949 when Prof. Gokak was Principal there. I wonder when
it was added to the library. He must have accounted directly
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or indirectly for the books borrowed by him before he left for
Dharwar, T suppose or Visnagar. He must have forgotten that

I have taken this as loan from him. Anyway, it belongs to your
College.

You must have a separate copy bought for yourself after
then. Even if you have, this belongs to you and to your students
- a sort of work which deserves to be read by every student
of literature and man of letters. It goes into the making of
a man who needs to develop into a person with culture.

Pray, have this with you. | am sorry it lay with me so long.
I have read it more than once and somehow it had escaped
my notice being so little in size. Why do we bother about size
when the quality of the work is so large?

I beg to tender my apology for failure in duty. I should have
sent 1t back earlier if I had discovered it so. Prof. Gokak has
come away from there and another person or two who belonged
to your college are now no more. I mean Dr. Upadhye and
Prof. Kundanagar. But I cherish the memories of them both
and of my stay for a day or two at Kolhapur.

BRB@e 8330080** w30

123. Zonend, 1-12-1977
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124, Bangalore, 197%

Dear Sir : I hope you remember me. We have met more
than once or twice and 1 particularly remember our meeting
in Ernakulam at the Writers’ Conference and in a camp
organised by Dr. Keskar at Yelawala, near Mysore. But more
than that I have heard about the work that you have done
in Hindi. Ignorant of the language as I am, I can’t say anything
about it or the quality, uniformly and universally accepted and
admired by those who know it and the quality of the work
you have done in prose and verse and criticism and as a
Journalist. It is such a pleasant thing to hear that the latest
Award of the Jnanapeeth has been made to you.

Not that the Award makes you greater than you are, for,
that can’t be measured by recognition, acclaim or award even
of the quality. It is just a way of greeting by all the language
groups in India. That is how we spoke on a day when for
the first time we met Smt. Rama Jain in Delhi. She was very
eager to see that some Award was made i.e. begin with that
year. Procedures, modalities could improve and refine with the
doing. The Prize will go to some creative work or writer of
a language in India, acclaimed as its best for the period by
its people. That is enough. I very much liked her statement
that if the Prize is not awarded to some writer then she would
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lose all interest in the scheme. I also liked the observation made
by Dr.Nagendra that day that if Bengali was given the Prize
that year - the work recommended was Nazarul Islam’s - which
for non-literary reason could not get it! - he would not putforth
his claim for Hindi. It is attitudes like these that build up
understanding and character. All this | needn’t say to you now.
The two of you-yourself and Smt. Kapila-have played a great
part in Hindi Literature and Art and I am very happy to extend

to you my greetings from the Karnataka country on this
occasion.

I hope you and yours are keeping well.

* Lo0e IO B FANVSRYTY; wWEed TBY TTX, I

#BR. 20. F¥sweveohieven®” &0

128. Bangalore, 13-12-1978

My dear Sri Satyanarayana Rao : Your letter; thanks. I am
glad to hear that atleast by the end of January the o, Snes
will be printed. You must have your own difficulties. But you
will see from my letter that on a particular day at the end
of 3-4 days’ uncertainty of my health, I thought I should make
some arrangement, and therefore, wrote to you the letter. The
‘residue’ of what they call it of my 74 collapse still makes
me unfirm in the foot and for no reasons I can assign, this
wretched blood stream takes it into its hand to rise as it does:-
totally holding me up. I have kept no reserves indeed. The
rest of my life - whatever that be - will be taken up with
clearing a few payments which have dragged me all through
my life - an interminable process - more or less and | do not
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want to leave any burden on the sons. | have suffered
enough. ...

I am glad you heard the Interview** and have sent me
cheerful news about it. 14 minutes - even less - of doing is
not much of a time for definitions and clarifications. A 50-60
pages length matter now in the hands of the local University
could be printed off in a day if conditions there were not in
a mess - as | hear. Even that is part of the misery we are
in. You remember a phrase in Tennyson’s ‘Marte d’ Arthur’
where Arthur says - ‘Authority forgets a dying king / laid
widowed by his power to strike’. It is not Politics but just an
indication of a position. For Krishna, it is not just authority;
the authority was Yudhishtira’s for him***! DVG and I have
considered together these distinctions at length - not usually
figuring in any books of Political Science and a book could
be written on “Pressure Groups in Public Life”. Even in this
talk, I should have clarified. It is not so much State vs. vis-
a-vis Govt. but Civil Service, which is perhaps the most
powerful point of power in any Govt. In Communist Govt., it
is more monolithic and rigid. In democracies like ours where
cabinet ministers are raw and uneducated in political thought
or principles of Govt. and ignorant of the fact that the idea
of democracy has raised from the Greek days to the present.
Even if the Congressional-Presidential system of America and
the Cabinet-Parliamentary system in England are both
democracies****; the one basic difference between the two
is that the Ministers or the President aren’t responsible to the
Congress except indirectly, whereas there is a mythical
collective responsibility in our system.

Is collective decision ever possible in such or any systems?
Even in UK., there is hue and cry, if not even a lamentation
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that the P.M. doesn’t consult all the members of the Cabinet
but carries on with the aid and counsel of the civil service
- rather a sorry condition. But when you have chosen - modified
or unmodified - mainly the British - and swear by those
precedents there your lapses; it is no less unintelligible. But
there the system has grown with conventions which are valued
and adhered to and the people are few - Cp. India - more
or less of one religion - more or less of homogenous - having
a political consciousness and more politically organised. Our
politics is a rabble.

Once I tried to have 3 or 4 talks in the AIR when I was
there, asking fairly eminent men to speak on the Statesman,
the Administrator and a Politician in a system of democracy,
and the point of a leader and the relation on oneside to the
Govt. and on the other to the entire Parliament and very much
more with the people at large. Law and Liberty mean different
things in different countries. I wanted somebody to translate
Laski’s Liberty in the Modern State & Authority in the
Modern State. Who will do it ? And political thought and activist
movement everywhere - rational or otherwise - have taken the
breath of even ‘The Contingent Anarchy’ idea. We speak about
Law and Order - which are difficult to translate. We speak
of some aéa% : we have @aéa%, which may lead us to an
waﬁaﬁ%z Rather frightful terms.

When will our country seriously go into a sincere understanding
of the basic problems of the principles which ought to guide
a State - even in a democratic system ? Possibly even the
term ‘Rights’ is a very interesting but absorbing study. How
rights and liberty have got to be organised into a pattern of
political, economic and social democracy? - is a question that
ought to worry our students of Political Thought.
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Even in the opening declaration of our Constitution. the first
place is given to Justice; and in order come - social, economic
and political. Liberty comes next. And the 1V chapter which
seeks to direct all future legislation - after 1950. This was
regretted by even people like DVG. The minds of some of
these did not come to value the movements initiated by the
activist systems and the coming in of Trade Unions, — am I
treading on your toe? And, authoritarian systems all over the
world have set up disorderliness and power of control undercount
of by earlier writers of the 18th cy. and the liberal philosophers
and the politicians who ended with Lord Morley and by whom
and by Gladstone DVG swore. There is the added misery of
Freud and Jung, and Sociological studies and Psychology
sponsored by students of Sociology, who analyse the influence
of Passion vs. Reason in Politics. And our people go about
talking of the ‘National System’ ! Which is that ? Is it the
Parliamentary and Democratic system ? And how do we
manage the Shariyat, the Granth Saheb, Christianity and the
fiercely exclusive Parsis; and now NEFA states have come
in? Cannot a decent Conference or Seminar consider these
several aspects? — and come to sober conclusions? Alas the

while!

I am sorry | have let myself loose. That you called it on
yourself speaking of my interview. So much lies beyond and
so little in view. This is what makes an old man sad.

I hope you and your brothers and your family are keeping
well. Do look me up, if you care, for a while when you come
to Bangalore. | shall not plague you with these things. An old
man is said to be garrulous but an old school master is the

very devil!
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s+ These modern terms don’t apply to the Epics because we know
next to nothing about that system of Govt. etc.

»+++ There is a separation of Powers there and what is called checks

& balances & the supreme court declares the relative Jurisdiction.

0. BdO msg'sabai‘ ©z300
126. Bangalore

Dear Smt. Kapila Vatsyayana: After coming back here, I
have inquired of a person or two about the group events
connected with Jayadeva's work. There do not seem to be
any among the professional musicians or the amateurs also.
Devadasis present at processions and festivals were totally
kept out in the Mysore Palace, I think, before 1914. I wonder
what sort of dancers they were. Their recitals were of the
Tafa kind. Even the Yellamma disciples dedicated to the deity
at Soundatti and elsewhere in North Karnatak, do not seem
to favour the Gita Govinda kind. Pure exposition of the work
is found occasionally both on the poem and in comparison with
Gita Gopala written by Tirumalarya (in the name of his king
Chikkadevaraya Wodeyar in the second half of the 17th
century). There the song sequences are Saptapadi, not in
Astapadi and the theme is praise of the deity at Melkote
(Mandya Dist) here and is offered by the king. The drift of
the songs is both in favour of the deity and the king, both
more or less identified in the work.
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I do not remember any group singers presenting the whole
work. The Krishna cult not being as popular with us as for
eg. in the Andhra Dists. — in the Radha-Madhava Kalyana-
of modern, Vijayanagar and of I hear, Ongole. The Kuchipudi
dancers 1 hear present the theme with great devotion and
favour. Smt. Srirangam Gopalaratnam from the AIR in
Hyderabad or Vijayawada sings Astapadis well.

One of the most esteemed musicians and literary men, now
in Bangalore, has rendered a few Astapadis at the tail end
of a Tyagaraja, Dikshitar and Annamacharya recitals. Others
have done it similarly but less satisfactorily.

The Tamil Smt. Balasaraswati does a few songs illustrating
it with Abhinaya and Smt. Kamala Lakshman (now Kamala
Balu) has done quite a series dancing the theme in company
with her sister. Bits therefore have been presented (but that
is not the Karnataka recital. Tamil). I have heard similar things
done by women dancers of the old professional kind doing it
as a 'cantata’** and as Abhinaya. One or two elders Jatti
Tayamma in Mysore and Varalu*** here in Bangalore seem
to have done similar things and taught young dancers Abhinaya
on that. But there is a lot of difference between what I have
seen as presented at the Bharatanatya kind here and fully
articulated, sumptuous, artistic and devotional kind in Cuttack
when I went there somewhere about 1958-59. The Song and
Dance producer of the A.LLR. along possibly with his own wife
and a group of dancers did it there, <l should say, extremely
well. So far as I know folk-songs and gatherings have not taken
it up either as dance plays or in any variety of Yakshagana.

The most popular bits have been Haririha', 'Pralaya payodhi
jale’ (the Dasavatara varnanam) and almost the early 'Lalita
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lavanga' bits: beautifully rendered. 'Dhirasameere’ and
'Smaragarala Khandanam' have been done with great aesthetic
power. | hear a dancer in Andhra when called upon to present
'Smaragarala Khandanam' said he would do it after a bath and
worship at home. That sort of devotion to Gita Govinda |
have not witnessed here.

A poet friend of mine (Pu.ti.na.) has taken cue from
Jayadeva, written and got produced a play called Gokula
Nirgamana in song and verse. This is about all I can say about
Jayadeva's work off the boat. I am sorry I am just now not
able to give you a more satisfactory account of the subject.
If I come by any more tangible evidence, I shall tell you
about it.

I have not been able to meet Mr. U. S. Krishna Rao and
his wife to consult them about it. You may possibly write to
Dr. D. R. Bendre at Sadhanakeri, Dharwar and to Dr. K.
Shivaram Karanth at Saligrama P.O., Coondapur Tq., South
Canara, if they could supply you with information on any
tradition connected with or parallel to it. The latter will be able
to tell if any folk varieties are available there. Bendre would
know if similar things are available in what used to be North
Karnataka till now. Sri V. P. Hasyagar of the St. Thomas Higher
Sec. School, Honavar (NK) could tell you if there are any
traditions in that area upto Karwar and in the interior parts
of the North Kanara Dist. The Karnataka State had been cut
up into a no. of kingdom and states - sitting here at Bangalore
and Mysore, more or less as a school master - though trying
to be alive to the cultural movements - I have not been able
to have more access to this. One of the most entrancing
memories of a Jayadeva song was Khan Saheb Abdul Karim's
'Sa virahe tava dina'. It was music. But even that does not
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belong to your inquiry. Therefore, more as music and Abhinaya
than as folk-presentation of the whole work has not been much
of the showing in my part of the country.

My friend the late Sri H. Yoganarasimham used to sing a
few Astapadis. 1 don't know if Mr. H. Y. Sharadaprasad, now
Director of the P. M.'s Publicity, may be able to tell you
something more about it if he has heard it from his father.
Of course, you will now have been in full touch with Smt.
Maya Rao who is at Delhi. Thanks for your enquiry.

Y oueod I3, 88, wox) $eIiYY TornId. ©IFFLD BITHXETLS
rs M) pr Ry =

2085, 523% TFOs 5enY ¥ ITPRTD md*%sm.

** A medium length narrative or descriptive piece of music with vocal
solos and normally a chorus and orchestra. (From Ital.) The Concise Oxford
English Dictionary.

— u%aaoﬂ:me. WoOL; Wonewdsd S0R3 TIFIONT.

@o. 8. 808, IJIBBes 3013

127, Bangalore, 7-2-1979

Dear Dr. Anca : I am ashamed to have so delayed
acknowledging receipt of your brochure folder - of your poems
in the Romanian Homage. 1 have been ill for some time; and
the folder got caught up among other papers. Forgive any
discourtesy.

I read the Biodata and discover how much ground you have
covered so early as you are in teens.

My ideas are those of an old man; for I see I take time
to follow a. different style of writing and syntax. Some bits
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here and there are extremely striking. | wish I heard the things
in the original; with some one by me to clarify.

The opening 5 lines on the top of your folder are brilliant.
When we meet as man to man and hear each other speak
of things, we shall know these much better. Roumania - as
you call Romania - was a mere name to me till you wrote
this. 1 have read about it in Central European (SE) history.

Even the writings in English and American Poetry - some
from 20’s and 30’s - luckily now smooth - are hard for me
to follow. So case-hardened are some of us in an earlier mode
of utterance. I am 80. The changes in modern attitudes began
as early as 1900, even in Europe.

One or two bits on Indore, To a Blank Halt etc. are
comparatively easier. We do not quite follow the references
to Continental life, in times, places and names.

I have read something written on Brancusi and his work
of art - ‘On the Kiss’ and for other things reproduced in Books
on Art.

I hope you are getting on well in Delhi. These are rather
transitional days there and in the political life of our country
with tendencies working at cross purposes with one another.

We in the south are a quieter people. I wish you went round
this part of our land before you left this land; and I hope to
be alive when you do it. With regards.

* DO BeBT HoROD T.
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128 dondndy, 27-4-1979

8t TO.J.J0. IJ0R : I ISR "B’ LJIOR vAFAE ‘oesS
DX WIRCTI  TBY' (FHRIAVR) SO D, Todoed. Wi
WINT POTY BTN, SRFLRT VAZLL, Ut wSROA PR
WIRR, RRT ox [RAVBRYETNR. Togea'A BIA,
QOIT;  ‘TWIX' Do, So8rpody DRB.

TOXI) VTR, [RA JedohYRT YRIRY, Brod I3
TORARTTTAR 0T TO[B) ©F ©F df Te@I Y I0DYL
WOTTONR DTOTUR ToODNTIT BRWTNCR. Boed, A K
SPI, IRHT DO,

WD IT, WBIITQY Wome HBeIR ‘34 d0m 40°0ICA 3-4
de.ndod FP S8 SORIR wonTOR Tp, 308 wENAGES.
ciRmenee BB AIBIY. Teriade '8¢’ POTY IR IT
TORTY BRTH BTN TORPRN BPRIATHH, BHTNT BT,
Womern WORST FoNYRR ? IREF 2000-2500 Twe. RO
XEF T,

'HOOWI'0H  RBeWOZ SeDFT X0, TOILINY. ‘TWIA'ODITY
6-8 0O [T YVVOTER.

QRRE DWF TRA PTG, VW) TRAX [RTLMTOR,

S YRYFOWONYTOR — NG, LIPRALNYRCD, VB ST’
JeR@OTrH3W. BTIOR WITHe BoFeRS, wowd TS PYXE !

B8R 22393 wB0DHOF - ‘[ have my individualism, they (the
publishers) have my royalty !” o SR ImPode Yep3d |
o B 008 WINPT XOOHY. IIMN IPI[Y T &
SRR, WIINSHYHT, WOBIVYS TooN; TORITTe YPTI
3,A0008.  FRORTT.
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129. Bangalore, 18-10-1979

Dear Friend : 1 am glad to hear you are celebrating a
Sammelan at your place on the 27th inst. etc. I wish it grand
SuCcess.

I have had the opportunity of visiting that beautiful place
and enjoying the hospitality of friends there like Sri Ramacharya
and his brother Prof.D.K. Bheemasena Rao & Manvi. Possibly
I came there when Siddavanahalli Krishna Sharma. In addition
to Kannada talk, I have spoken at a Theosophical Hall under
the veteran Madupoti Hanumantha Rao - or Ramachandra Rao

[ don’t remember quite. Just to tell you that I am grateful to
the memories.

Telugu and Kannada are so near for over centuries and
I am most happy to see that you are assembling all the
associations which cherish Kannada. It is a fine move and was
really far-sighted of Sri Ham.Pa.Na. of the Kannada Sahitya
Parishat here to commend it. Panje lived there for sometime
with his son Sri Gopala Rao and even now his daughter Smt.
Shanta Rameshwar lives there. Once I came there for a
meeting with Dr. VK. Gokak both as Prof. of English in
Osmania and as Director of English Studies. &

Prof. Padmanabh Puranik is still there. Mrs.A.N.K. Rao and
Sri H. Raja Rao are Kannada. So was their father Sri Krishna
Sastry of the Nizam’s College in the old days when I first
visited the place and was his guest. Dear memories. I have
also been guest of Sri Devalapalli Krishna Sastry and other
Telugu friends there. He honoured me with a Telugu Lunch
and got Sri Rajanikant Rao to Sing to me a few songs of his
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poems - Is 1t ‘Krishna Paksha'? Hyderabad is a brotherly place
for me. So that you will please convey my fraternal greetings
to the Andhra friends in the Capital of A.P.

That you are gathering for a formal meet is a matter of
joy to me. May you grow and be extending friendship and
brotherly regard to the Telugu people in literary, cultural and
social regard. '

Thanks for the Invite. Greetings to all who have been at
the back of the event and function.

TL @0. 8. 0. BBt 3003

130. Bangalore, 23-02-1959

My dear Sri George: Ref: your letter asking me to go thru
Sri Adya's Kannada version of Ibsen's Ghosts and The Wild
Duck.

Since he knew that I may go out of town he had sent over
the Mss. to me. I have sat at them fairly tight and have checked
up with English original in the Modern Library word for word.

The rendering is close to the original: simple, racy and
effective. He is himself a playwright and has been with Ibsen
for more than two decades now. His sensitiveness to meaning
is fine and true and I have much pleasure in testifying to its
worth. It is sure to be an addition to our dramatic literature
and I am glad your institution does it under its auspices.

Along with the Mss. which I think he will despatch to you,
I have sent a few observations and notes to Shri Adya indicating
where and why he might care to consider alternatives or
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amendments to word, phrase and sentence | am looking at
it from the point of view of the old Mysore Kannadiga also
He has a rnight to keep to the tense idiom of the north - so
natural to him but it will help us if he accepts my very mild
suggestions. And | am sure he will. They are not radical either

I am glad you let me associate with it this way, and [
am glad to pass it for publication. It may be accepted.

* IS0TOCL 8008 My, YMBLLCD TODFTAF.

131. Bangalore, 23-11-1959

My Dear Sri George : Thanks for your letter. | did not have
the 3 books on hand; and so, couldn't specify details. Since
I was to go out of town for 5-6 days I thought I shouldn't
delay an urgent appeal. Of course, | am feeling that, not being
a member of your institution, I should not advance opinions
which are more properly the province of others. Karanth's book
and R.B.K.’s are both well beyond 400-500 pages. The novel
is nearly 600. The book of lyrics is small and too much needn't
be made of size in this genre. K.S.N. is new strength for us.

Re: Tolstoy: we judge him by his writing as a whole. If
his spaciousness is not also in view, we shall not get an idea
of his strength and his weakness. And if institutions like the
Akademi do not sponsor whole work, others cannot. It is
difficult and an exhausting job, I know. But it needs to be
done even in 2-3 parts. We don't read War and Peace or
Crime & Punishment for merely the story, structure and
content. There is something else to them than that. They are
dreary and desert sand like in points: but they are part of the
country to be traversed. It is, however, yours to decide.
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What time could you be giving me for the Bengali Literature
Book? Could you send me the Bengal version of the extracts
translated into English - while sending me the book? | shall
try to do it. Since S.K. Chatterji is a well-known writer and
has an enormous work bearing on the subject to his credit
already and since Bengali work was formed large import cargo
into our literature also, we had better get an authoritative
troduction to its literary history as well to complete the picture.

You are welcome to Bangalore and to my poor residence
for a cup of tea or coffee. But it all depends on (!) how
boorish the date: I am due to be out in the closing week
for an engagement at Bijapur. Is there any likelihood of your
attending the Writer's Conference at Madras in the third week?
I am thinking of attending it between 17th and 20th; tho' I
cannot be present on the first day.

Meanwhile I hope and trust that you are keeping well and
well on your way in creation and criticism of your own. With
warm regards.

P.S: has any Shaw work been commissioned? Will you care to sponsor
Major Barbara in Kannada? Or Pygmalian? The latter is ready and the other

will be. Translation rights are also secured.
Fe

@o. ¥. e30°. daaioaeb* 03003

132 Bangalore, 24-6-1961

My dear Sri Kripalani : Sri Swami Shankarananda has
handed over to me a few of his manuscript translations of
Tagore's Essays. Prof. Moorthy Rao has asked me to write
to you about that. I have written earlier that you should kindly
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see your way to enhancing consideration on the work in spite
of the fact that S Rao agreed for so much only as was
indicated by you.

The work is heavy. 1 shall have to read the original once,
check the rendering, construing each word again, correct the
translation, see that it reads correct and well once afterwards,
before passing it to Swlamiji for fair copy etc.

I wish to state this as well: Tagore writes stiff and stilted,
highly Sanskritised Bengali. Without sticking to his construction
and words (80-90% Sanskrit) one cannot render into any of
our languages with any force or impact of meaning. Else it
will be Tagore + a lot of water; their fuel. But if you desire
it be a translation and should have the voice as near as possible
we should keep to the original. Those who know neither
Tagore nor the Bengali original should not be made to sit in
judgement over it. You must let us prepare the final copy
between the two of us: he as knowing the Bengali idiom and
[ as knowing the Kannada idiom with some understanding of
the Bengali. And I must have the feeling that unsavoury
observations will not be made on the rendering by Seculars’.
Tagore must be swallowed as Tagore. Paraphrase is cheapening
him. His Sanskrit original words will have to be retained when
their import is not totally different in or repugnant to our tongue.
I have sent one revised copy of the essay on Buddhadev to
Swamiji for his perusal. His is the translated version and
[ am revising it. I should think that between the two of us
it will be final. Kindly green signal this understanding, else
it will be difficult for me to go on.

Since I gave my word to Prof. Moorthy Rao I shall take
it up, leaving a reconsideration of the terms to your good self.
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It is Tagore and you are vourself a translator of him by love
and 1 thought 1 could let you judge and decide as you will.

* ISTBO0L 0T W WHRAIGD BAdr I8 aRAGD: Snod edafNlatoh - )
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133. Bangalore, 28-1-1975

My dear Dr.Machwe : Thanks for your letter dated 18/
24th Jan.1975, which I have received yesterday. It is because
[ knew the implications of the Copyright Act that I wrote to
you the letter. You have all the rights.

The Copyright Act is like that on the Patents, law bearing
on Property and its hold is total.

Please let me put it to you this way : A writer will have
spent, as you know yourself - though you are an exceptional
one-quite a few months writing and spent monies on the
manuscript and its typing at one or two stages and will be
expecting some substantial payment when it is accepted and
published. That was what was being done by the Sahitya
Akademi and the N.B.T. etc. inspite of the terms, royalty as
and when sold. Please visualise a writer having to wait a
number of years to receive even the small total amount of
money accruing on the realisation by Sales and received in
driblets over time. Since I had suffered that way [ opted for
the handing over of the complete Copyright. Institutions like
, Yours could arrange matters largely,-if need be by obtaining
- permission to pay off the royalties to the writers as in the old
days: because often writers-others than those of Fiction -are
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generally needy. They have to be content with whatever they

get, relying only on the prestige they may gain from publication
by/at the Sahtya Akademi.

But your books are not on the market and only with difficulty
sell a few hundred copies(same as N.B.T. and the Publications
Division of the Govt. of India). Neither Bangalore nor Mysore
has seen many of these books. Even Madras has to write
to you for despatch of them since they do not have them on
stock. Could you not for eg. persuade yourself and /or the
authorities to release the Author from the compulsions of a
total Copyright by, eg. being paid back the difference between
the usual royalty and the extra amount paid to the author, with

if need be, even a small payment of interest on the difference
for the duration?

That you may not be able to get it published again quickly
or let 1t be translated into other languages without permission,
or not entitle the author himself to render it into his language
inflicts a hardship.

You are kind to say that you will present my request to
the Kannada Board for advice. But when your practice and
policy-for eg. just now-is to refrain from such undertaking, it
is unlikely that a language committee will agree to or approve
of it.

Pray, permit me to render it into my language and get it
published by a private publisher. You are as much a writer
on your own as you are now the Secretary of the Akademi.
Writers and Artists in general need a more helpful and a more
humane treatment than other sections of the community which
hand over property rights. Even a law deserves not to be
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exercised as a tyranny. This is more an appeal than a moan
or complaint. See your way, strong man, to do something in
this matter.

* IVTTOAD #0080 W3, LEPBOD FLOHFTF,

@o. 8. . Geago" =301

134. Bangalore, 12-11-1962

My dear Sir : You may remember a Producer of Spoken
Word in Bangalore AIR Station for some time (1956-8), when
you were in charge of the Dept. I am he. I write this to
plead for inclusion in your programme in publications, a score
of the greatest modern plays in Europe and America.

Some of Ibsen and Strindberg have perhaps been rendered
into many Indian languages. Perhaps Chekhov also. They
deserve to be in. B. Shaw, Priestly, Noel Coward, Synge,
O'Casey, Auden among the English; Brian, Sartre, Camus and
G.Marcel, possibly Girradax and Ionesco among the French;
G.Hauptmann, Brecht and Krog among the German; Pirandello
from Italy; Alexi Tolstoy and Gorki from Russia; O’neill,
Tennesse Williams and one or two other Pulitzer Prize Winners
from America, Carl, Capek may, atleast, be got rendered into
our languages. We are scriptors by deficient in Drama and
creativity can be stimulated with knowledge of modern technique,
structure and subject, range and variety indicated. I have tried
to interest the Secretary Sri. Isvaran when last he was here
and I have written before now to Sri B. S. Keshavan an old
friend. That such work in translation should not be argument
against it or inhibit effort. India as a whole even at times past
has been poor in Drama - not more than a Jozen plays of
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International standard-if even that number! - were not scored
for a thousand years of Sanskrit Drama.

I should also plead for your taking up a summary of Dr.
P. V. Kane's History of Dharma Sastras; for it is a basic
work: this knowledge of our Smrutis in its turn all that has
held Indian Society, life and tradition for thousands of years.

Works like J. Frazer's The Golden Bough and Westermark's
Origin and Development of Moral Ideas and History of
Human Marriage may also be considered. Kautilya's Artha
Sastra could be a concrete treatise.

Selections may be made from: (i) Planck and Einstein
(1) Huxley, Haldane & Russell (iii) Dewey, Whitehead
(iv) Collingwood, Clark, Roger Fry, and Berger and Jesper
(v) Freud and Jung. This will give our people an idea of the
modern consciousness. Private publishers are not likely to take
them in the bulk of our languages for a long time yet and
authors are not in a condition to launch them on their own.
A National Institution like yours only must undertake it.

Pray forgive me for writing this. Your Committee consists
of illustrious names. I only suggest that work like this will be
of immense benefit to generations of students and practitioners:
many of whom are unable to get to the originals.

* ITBBOOH TTI' WOTUAT, AORNRT VZIWH.

m@daﬁo‘ awe® 632, [ododr, JSt3Bes 03003

135. Bangalore, 9-11-1965

Dear Sir : Your letter No. F. 1-23/57(5)/ dated 3-11-1965.
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This s surpnang and from a Quasi-Government Trust

Many vears ago the Trust thought fit to commission me to
write a book® accepted it got it registered and copyrighted
it on fixed terms for the English original and translations in
other languages. It delayed, for whatever reason, publishing it
for more than 4 years,

Now it chooses to change policy for a, what it deems, valid
reason and to drop my book. It cannot be valid to break a Contract.

I agreed to the Price Rate of Rs.2-25 per copy, because
I was told that it was the Trust’s Policy to sell its books cheap.
15% on 2000 copies at Rs. 2-25 would be in all Rs. 675a
poor return in all conscience for 6-10 months’ work and
expenditure incurred by me so far of some Rs. 250/- on
dictation, typing, etc. The whole Royalty amount would not be
equal to one return air-fare between Bangalore and Delhi.

Two years back the Chairman of the Trust even promised
me kindly, personally at Delhi, to raise the price per copy of
the book; and I was living on hope. The letter is a shock.

The trust desires to change its policy and hands over my
book to another Publisher who will not pay more than 10%
on royalty and offers also to raise the price of the book in
view of higher costs of production. He cannot and will not
lose; the Trust thinks it should not; Paper, Printing, Bookselling
all should be paid adequately; only the poor author should agree
to be exploited. Is this fair?

[ fear I shall have to hold the Trust to performance on all
the terms of the Contract. It has created other legitimate
expectations which it is bound to satisfy.
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It within 6 months from now the book is not printed, | shall
feel free to prnt it on my own and forfeit the advance royalty;
and will move for collecting other dues owing on it.

Or, 1 shall try to persuade myself to relax on one point:
i view of the special situation you mention I shall let you
permit the Publisher to price it higher at say Rs. 5/- per copy
or more, and agree to a I2'/2 Royalty on 2000 copies splitting
the percentage between his rate and the one on contract. The

book 1s 200 pages big and should make good; it can be priced
at Rs.5/- at least.

Regarding any new policy the Trust is free. Regarding
validities : a public to which the Trust is indirectly responsible
may be permitted to ask why a policy which agreed to publish
works on the greatest classics in Indian Literature should not
be right. Both my literature and myself are gratuitously insulted
by such vagarious reversals of policy.

I am sorry I am put to writing this.

* Mahakavi Pampa (English), N.B.T., Delhi (thru.Popular Prakashan,

Bombay, 1967).
&l

@o. 8. OT°. cbt;lo" ©s30r3
136. Bangalore, 25-03-1969

My dear Sri Duggal : I have received your office letter
No. F. 1-23/57/(5)/PR-5124 dated 19/20th instant.

It is a lurid account - in reflection - of the helplessness
of an author. All else need to be paid when work is done.
Even the Trust desired to pay itself back first what it calls
an advance. ‘The author is asked to wait endless lengths of
time to eke out his royalties on Sales as and when materialize.



That 1« not how my contract was worded This system s
wrong which penalizes the writer and throws the whole onus
of Sale performance on him | am no party to this as and
when

The one person on whom your Trust work must proceed
is work by authors. The authors benefit least and are asked
to wait. It is more than 16 months since my book was published
and only 150 copies are sold. And I am put in the Red by
a further sum of Rs. 240/-. The printer has got his expenses
and your Trust can include an item of publication.

I take a lifetime to read my authors and take a 6 months
to write, get stenographers assistance, pay them, send the book
for acceptance, wait for it and am contracted for publication.
The book takes 6-7 years to come out; I correct proofs and
at the end of 16 months of publication I get an account report
like this.

I am distressed at this state of affairs. Some outright
payment may please be made in regard to Pampa and the First
Edition be allowed to rest with you and the Publisher. I shall

not bother about it further.
Else this will teach me not to accept writing engagements.

I am sorry I have to be writing this. The Trust has not
done anything to improve the situation in regard to my book
on its own contract with me. '

Kindly settle it for some outright sum and be done. Thanking
you.

* SRBBOOD moaﬁao' 20T BT, ROBOIT OZID.
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137. Bangalore, 3-5-1963

My dear Sri Jain : | hope you and yours are keeping well.
Copy of the enclosed letter will tell you the purpose of this
letter. Could you interest your institution or Smt. Rama Jain
m 1t? It will be Ist class work and she is the one who should
be associated with it. Hers shall be the largesse.

How about the other work about which we met recently
at Delhi?

Please try to avoid the grouping at the 2nd stage.

If authors recommended at the Regional level could be
entrusted, on their own responsibility, to produce within a D-
date a typed English rendering of the work, a subvention of,
say, a Rs.1000/ may be promised. We talked of such a sum
that day. That should do the trick.

Three experts one of whom only may be a recognized man
of letters in India and 2 foreign worthies like M/s. E.M. Forster,
Prof. Walsh, Graham Greene, Herbert Read or T.S. Eliot
himself may be entrusted with assessing their (14) worth; and
submitting a panel of 3-6 names in the order of their preference.

The awarding committee might base its final selection on
this. The experts may get the aid of the Regional Conveners,
the awarding committee that of the experts.

I do not know if this is in order. Since you did me the
honour of consulting me on this at one stage and spent good
money on me, I thought I might add this for what it is worth.
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|38 Bangalore, 11-5-1968

My dear Sni Jain: Thanks for vour inquiry. | have now left

Honavar and retumed to myv old home town.

I am glad to see that Dr. KVP has got a prize this year.
But the snag 1s that a prize whose glamour value is one lakh
is taken away from it. We strove against the dividing it inspite
of the recommendations of men like Patanjali Sastry, etc. even
in the preliminary stages. The award in the first two years
was the prestigious lakh; and, all honour to those who won
it.

Now K.V.P and U. Joshi - both of whom are dear to me
personally - are at least as worthy as the other two and each
deserved your prize in different years. I am/We are sorry to

see that it is 'one by two' now as our slang goes here for
Coffee and Dosai. It is a pity.

You will have arguments in defence of the charges and I
know there will be inclusion of more languages if you subdivide
it in to a further two or more. But O, the pity of it : more
languages could be accommodated each year: with quicker
benefit for writers etc. and all that. I wonder how Smt. Rama
Jain is feeling. I hope she is sad and depressed about it and
has been helped to and learnt to get over the blues.

Pray let me tell you that DVG whom we recommended
for the first year and Masti the second, are at least as tall
names as any In India. If we thought of a novel last year
a book called Gramayana where a village is epic hero of the
theme deserved it as well as Ganadevata. 1 have regard for
Tarashankarji's work but we desired to choosc a pure literary
work, for in my opinion, Poetry comes first, then Drama, then
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fiction etc. - in literature. Fiction gains popular esteem earlier
than the other two and therefore more profit.

The next names will naturally be Karanth's and Bendre's
from Kannada. 1 don't know what recommendations will be
made by the Kannada Committee next. I don't suppose anyone
will be better claimants in India than these - one for fiction,
the other for poetry. But any award for Kannada so soon after
this year's will fail to secure recognition and hearing and they
may be passed by altogether.

This is the feeling of a good few here. You have asked
me in all sincerity and I give this in all honesty. I hope you
and yours are well.

139. Bangalore, 13-2-1978

Dear Mr. Jain : Your courtesy continues; thanks. I am
sending the biggest name I can think of just now. There were
five others who would come in first. Sri DVG who has unluckily
passed away just some time back and therefore out of bounds.
Masti Venkatesha Iyengar, whose book Sri Rama Pattabhisheka
would deserve it and he along with book; but the book was
published on 15-1-1972, a fortnight after your limit of time. So
it will have to wait for the next year if when one has the

luck so to consider it.

I append a list of books by Dr. K. S. Karanth of which
some of them are novels and the others on Art and general.
There are other works as well of his as good but fall beyond
your terminal time. For more than 40 years now, Dr. K. has
‘been a writer distinguished for serious contribution in drama,
prose fiction, works on Art and other types of general
knowledge which are remarkable for their bulk and quality. I
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select this time his ‘dmsgad: gSoned” - "The Dreams of
the old Mookambika.”

One thing however I should like to say: there is no chance
for anybody in this part of the country to know all the work
produced in Kamataka. Old Mysore, South and North Canara,
what used to be called North Karnataka and Nizam's Karnataka.
By some arrangement it should be possible to have a year's
significant work being noticed and judged for quality and then
a year's review of the best in poetry, prose and drama and
general work etc. That would give us an idea of all that is
being done. If some quarterly take it up and the person who
does the work be paid a deserving fee, it would make the
award for some qualitative. Could that be undertaken? It means
some expenditure of money and finding competent persons to
do it. But that must not be beyond your doing. This will mean
work all over the country and in all the languages. At least
every year in the 3 or 4 languages whose best work is to
be considered at the final stage for acceptance.

I wrote a letter condoling the passing away of Sri S. P.
Jain but not knowing your exact address and wrote the old
Delhi and Calcutta address. The letter was returned to me.
I had met him and desired to express my feelings of sadness
at his demise. The couple Rama and Shanti Prasad Jain were
both gracious to the guests whom they invited for meetings
and the least I could do was to send the letter. Kindly let me
know where at you can be found, if and when I have to reach
you. Meanwhile I should say I am coming to the end of my
own days and don't know if I could correspond with you over
a longer period of time. I hope you and yours are keeping
well. You have now, I think, Dr. Umashankar Joshi as your
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chairman and no worthier person could preside over the
selection for the prize. If he be in Delhi. kindly convey my
compliments to him and say that my good wishes be also carried
to his dear daughter.

140. Bangalore, 29.8.1978

My dear Sri Jain: your letter; thanks. I am sorry I could
not write earlier.

Even when we deliberated at Dharwad in 1967, we - Sri
Gokak, Malwad and myself - had decided on Dr. KVP and
Dr. KSK. The recommendation was preferred by the next batch
in favour of KVP and we had thought of Karanth for the prize.
This information will tell you that we were thinking of him all
these years. Then KVP and Bendre were in succeeding periods
won the awards. All these 3 are worthy of the highest prize
that the Kannada country might extend. I am glad that at least
this time Karanth has got it. He will use the money for some
constructive purpose which will go to the benefit of the country:
for art and literature.

The Kalaprapancha 1 wrote to you about is a comprehensive
book dealing with the painting and sculpture of all claims and
times describing milieu as well as the contribution of the
important master minds. Movements are also indicated and
along with description an understanding and valuation can be
found of the major figures. The book has been borrowed by
a friend who has to speak on him in the coming days. It is
in nearly 450 pages, printed in crown quarto and contains more
than 500 illustrations in black and white and more than 70 color
plates. Surely a record for any of our regional literature. The
Karnataka University, Dharwad had published it as worthy as
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it could have in the Manipal Press It must have cost them
& pretty penny. No other wniter in this part of the country is
capable of doing it - and Dr. Karanth was at presenting art
cte. from before. I met him somewhere about 1928-29 when
he was editing the journal of his own called the 'Vasantha'
Though he has scored in the field of the novel from 'd0s
onwards, his 1s the most varied contribution to art and letters.
dancing. music ete. He has delivered lectures on painting and
architecture, written books on dance and music and got
published a goodly sized book on Hoysala architecture, in
addition to works on the Yakshagana. A young man's
encyclopaedia - Bala Prapacha - fairly large in size, was
published about the mid '30s and later he brought out 3-4 short
volumes on the Sciences. You will thus see that you have
bestowed your prize on one of the worthiest in the land.

We could have honoured Dr. Masti as we had suggested
and Dr. Gundappa a little earlier still. Of the two, only Dr.
Masti is still with us. The next time if we are lucky and he
is still with us, I should recommend him for his Sri Rama
Pattabhisheka which could come into your next period. Else
Dr. Adya who has dedicated himself to the Drama and theatre
and has more than 40-50 pieces of Drama to his credit (and
other worthy books on the Gita and 3-4 novels) could come
in for recognition. He was Producer of Drama, the AIR,
Bangalore and he is, I think a fellow of the Sangit Natak
Academy. This is by the way. I may not be there to make
any suggestions 3 years hence and hence this note.

I hope you are keeping fit and fine and that this will find
you and yours in the best of health.

* ISTBOOD T8O 2RECT 50%063 FOODFTAF LD,

B Roaol greri-3 251



o arider*® osidr)
141 Bangalore, 12-10-1976

Dear Mr. Jagadish : When first | met Mr. L. C. Jain at
Mysore, 1 told him that a good friend of mine who was
Chemical Engineer at Dalmia’s at Dalmiyanagar; that you
would/he will be going to Mysore for some special purpose.
That is how I got interested in it. It was unbelievable first.
1 spoke about the scheme to a few friends and Mr. Jain went
back satisfied with the results at Mysore. When I first met
with Smt. Rama Jain, I was struck with her simplicity and
earnestness. Her scheme is a great thing in Modern India and
I was happy to serve there for 3 years. But I feel that inviting
experts on selecting the last 3 books and making them wait
in the Ante-room - such men as Dr. Sukumar Sen, Dr.
Nagendra etc. - was poor courtesy. Men at the Executive
Committee sat as lords and inquisitors. And, I was feeling rather
poorly about it all. But Smt. Jain and Sri Shantiprasad Jain
have been throughout extremely generous and courteous and
I am happy - the Award is continuing year after year an event,
indeed. As a writer myself I am grateful that some illustrious
writer in some part of the country gets a prize in his lifetime.
From the beginning I believe that breaking up the prize in to
2 or 3 parts is a straining of purpose. Both times a Kannada
man was awarded, he got only half, though I have had the
greatest regard for Sri Umashankar Joshi for a much longer
time than many people knew. The next time when a Kannada
man, or anybody, is offered a prize, let it be awarded WHOLE.
- Wherever I am, I shall feel happy.
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147 Bangalore, 4-8.1980

My dear Mr. Jagadish - Your letter dated 7'11-7-80 is to hand.
I propose to recommend Dr. Masti Venkatesha [yenger's Sri
Rama Pattabhiseka for awarding the Inanpith prize this time

Dr. Masti Venkatesha lyengar known also in his pen-name
‘Srinivasa’ - is an All India name. He has been one of our
outstanding writers for these 50 years and more. Though he
was among the first to develop and popularise the medium of
the short story in Kannada, he has been in the real sense of
the term an ‘all-rounder’: novelist, a playwright, a poet and a
critic of distinction. He has to his credit over 15 collections
of short stories, 3 novels, 10 collections of poems, 3-4 works
of criticism, an equal number of longer poems and a number
of plays in verse and prose. He presided over the Conference
of Karnataka Sahitya Parishat in 1929. Both Karnataka and
Mysore Universities have conferred upon him a D. Litt. (Hon.
Causa). He has been the President of Indian P.E.N for past
2-3 years.

Sri Rama Pattabhiseka is a poetical work in blank verse
of about 9,100 lines. The wait and expectation of Rama's return
and the Pattabhiseka are the principle of unity here. From the
beginning to the end, the work is homely, simple, live and
concrete. The human credibility of the story and the desire
to make it acceptable to the contemporary mind is throughout
present. A few changes have been made in the structure of
the story. He rejects the primary conception of the Avatara
Katha. The esteem and the lasting virtue of the heroes are
based on the human virtues in the principal characters.
Wherever deemed necessary, he develops character, motif and
elements of human nature as a master-writer of the short story
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and endows the situations with grace and smoothness of tone.
Dr. Masti has not diluted or complicated his basic vision. He
does not accept too - like in the Jaina tradition - that the rulers
and the people of Kishkindha were Vanaras; they belong to
a Vanara class, or that Ravana and others are Raksasas, thirsty
of human blood. Even the final fight is toned down, as much
as the ugliness of the Surpanakha and the attack in thousands
on Rama sent by Khara and the too many leaders; the strength
of armies by lakhs and crores is dismissed.

It is not a straight narration from the beginning to the end.
The story is taken up in stages by many persons. Guha is
assumed to have come to Nandigrama to give what news he
could about Rama's return and from then onwards he, Sumantra,
Hanuman, Tara, Angada, Anila (daughter to Vibhishana),
Laksmana etc. narrate portions of the story to the extent they
know and have experienced. The story as narrated by Tara
to Kausalya and the queens is idyllic while it presents a picture
of a whole tribe, almost a tnbal documentary. Anila, Sarama
and Trijata are lovely hittle young ladies at Lanka, daughters
in Ravana's family. Kaikey:, feeling that all planks to hold or
save herself are lost, reconciles herself with her position after
the death of Dasaratha There 1s nothing to disturb the even
tenor of the pictures of human life and situation depicted. Anila's
descniption of what her uncle had done 10 Vibhishana 1s hard,
no doubt. but incidentally tells us of how human Ravana was
in relation 1o ths hittle girl - almost the only daughter in the family

The essennal truth of the Ramayang 15 conveyed simply
s the work 1n the language whach all can understand and which
if one doesnl hear or read aticatively may casily muss. A
balance and proporton, the wisdom and smoothness are present
IbWﬂl;&mwthphymajl
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The work 1 nearest to the Fpwe It certamly 11 2 major
contribution from the pen of Dr Masti to Modern Kannada
and Indian letters. (vear of pubhcation: January 1972)

A critical appreciation of the book has been written recently
v Prof VM Inamdar, himself a novelist and critic

I am unable to collect and send the other details you have
asked for due to my ill-health. However, | have made ry
observations which 1 hope will ‘meet with your requirement

cc. to Sm L.C. Jain. New Delhi for information.

* ISTBOD m|I2eE TZA woLFTdF (Award Secretary).

v. aa®0oee® I3 »z30r

143. Bangalore, 15-12-1938

Dear Sir : Herewith I send a copy of the communication
which has so far failed to secure publication in two leading
dailies and two great weeklies.

There is nothing novel, cranky or revolutionary about this
business. Eighteen Nations have availed themselves of this
advantage: U.S.A. to the tune of 2812 million dollars and France
of 21,000 million francs to mention only two countries. [ wonder
why our public men and papers would fight shy of pressing
for it; or even giving this suggestion a chance of publication
in general and technical papers. Wrangling for a couple of
thousands or lakhs perhaps, is more to their scale. Revaluation
of stock is a method as old as the hills and is every year
done re: paper assets and securities. So is Revaluation of Gold
as natural and, when beneficial, is surely worthy of respect.
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If nothing else 30 crores of Government debt may be paid
off this way and the money which gets into the pockets of
the people thereby will circulate in the country or get into
deposits and investments furthering trade and welfare. Is not
that a gain? If the Government would even say that not Rs.
44 crores but 75 (evaluating it at 140/- crores) is the value
of gold held in reserve roday I shall be satisfied. I wonder
if the Government will keep this increment in value sacred and
undefiled if war need appeared and they had to make a

. . . ! & .
contribution to Empire protection! Alarm on ground of possible
inflation is bunk.

Incidentally it may appease by supply of compensating those
also who have been distracted by what has been called the
loss on the Exchange ratio these 15 years.

Gold has so far bred the basest passions and promoted strife
and exploitation. Let it for once be given a chance to promote
human welfare in India.

I am not even asking that this letter should be acknowledged.
Pray do give it a reading, a thought and a chance. Begging
to be pardoned for taking so much of your time.

@o. 8. 0. Bex®* &0
144. Bangalore, 9-1-1939

Dear Sir : I am grateful for your letter and the kind criticism.
It is a pull up and real guidance.

No: the two sets of ideas do not hang together; nor do they
arise in logical sequence of gold revaluation. I now see I put



the argument clumsily. My object is just to suggest a source
of gain to India and the possible ways of using it. It is restated
overleaf.

I do not contemplate lessening the non-earning asset now-
though there is no theoretical reason why even that should not
be done as basis of policy- and I know that arguments for
an expansionist policy are different and independent of
revaluation.

Mine is a train of points for indicating specific administrat; .
action; rather than a close structure of thought.

Forgive this twaddle which must be amusing to you.

In the condition of your health, which we hear has not been
too good, I should not trouble you. Your health and work, Sir,
are to society and to the world of ideas of greater importance
than a million scribblers. Please permit me to say that, we are
eager to hear you are whole and strong once again.

Thanking you.
* QOBRF FeoR* DJNTWAVODTYT $OTTVY 0D 533,305 SBFTOT 5.
E
eex® AN** &0
145. Bangalore, 13-2-1959

Esteemed Sir : Just a line to pray that you may move
the Government of India to revalue our Gold Reserve in the
Issue Department of the Reserve Bank of India. Sub Section
(4) of Section 33 of the Reserve Bank of India Act constrains
us to value it @ 8.47512 grs. per Re. whereas it is considerably
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less to-day. Sub. Sec. (2) requires 40 crores of reserve gold
m value only  The price of gold is above 148/- per fine Oz
now and the statutory rate 1s low at 85/-. A profit of some
60 Shoper Oz (or on Rs. 44 crores, a profit of more than
Ry 30 crores) accrues to the country.

Reserve Gold has promised to lay eggs these 7 years and
the phenomenally so after 1934, Nearly 18 nations have profited
by 1t France has revalued thrice and gained more than 25,000
m. frs. The 3rd time it has revalued at 147/G. If France is
oo unsound an example and the United States a too distant
or different, Sir John Simon has persuaded Sir Montague
Norman and the British Legislature to accept revaluation
proceedings in England. This action brings in £94-95 m. to the
British Exchequer to that extent reducing burden of taxation
or borrowing,

The Reserve Bank Act is an Indian Act, amendable here
with the consent of the Governor General. You, Sir, can confer
a parting benefaction on this country during the last year of
your Stewardship of our finances. India, I can assure you, will
not be so ungrateful as to forget a largesse like that. What
Rs.30 crores of windfall gain can do to a country like mine
you are able to realise.

| have tried to interest my own countrymen about this
propositin these 4 months, and have only just been able to
secure sympathy from one or two of them.

The Government’s financial resources are not all promising,
Much needful expenditure has to be met. But pray do not allow
economy, retrenchment, etc. measures to depress human and
economic life in the country. Orthodox finance is static and
sterile and will save the Budget at the cost of progress and
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human welfare. Our task will have to be to promote employment,
increase production and consumption and reflate prices so as
to build up our economic life.

It will be a great act of generosity if you will kindly move
the Government and the Legislature in the ensuing Session and
make this gift to the country.

Sorry to trouble you in the midst of very heavy work.

* Finance member, Govt. of India, New Delhi.

deUees 0. tleToon* ©300
146. Bangalore, 5-5-1959

Dear Sir : I have read the observations made by you recently
in the Assembly (Lok Sabha) about the purchase of the gold
mined in the Mysore State. There can be no real opposition
of interests between the Union and the States though there
can and must be a complete distinction between them in
accounting for values received and paid.

When there is no prohibition to buy or sell gold in the open
market in India and when Mysore can get to-day Rs.127/- per
tola, why should it be content to receive less than that even
from the Govt. of India? The Union Government cannot, of
course, pay more than the official price; but still it is said to
agree to requite our State a little to cover the extra costs
incurred in mining our ore. Membership of the [.M.F. may-
does- constrain you in paying Mysore higher than the official
price; but Mysore incurs a loss of some Rs.64-65 on every
tola sold to you. If the full value of our gold flowed into the
State coffers our own development efforts will be benefitted.
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Our efforts are part of the All India efforts - are they not?
We get full price for our Coffee, Manganese, Iron, Cashew,
Cardamom, Arecanut, Cotton and Oilseeds whether we sell

them in or out of India. Why should our Gold alone be limited
in carmning full value?

The official rate at which the Reserve Bank can buy gold
18 current only outside India and is an unreal rate here. If you,
Sir, had a 1000 tolas to sell, you would not sell it at Rs. 62.50;
nor could you buy a single tola in the open market for less
than Rs. 127. There is no nced now for the Reserve Bank
to add to its Gold stocks eg. to maintain the stability of our
currency. If you desired to build up an Exchange Equalization
Fund and did it with the Mysore gold 20 years will be required
to make it even a 100 crores in value and both that and the
Gold Reserve in the Issue Department of the R.B.I. will be
less than 2/3 of our adverse trade balance in one year. We
shall not be needing a single ounce of gold to buttress our
currency. A country like the U.K. holds less than half a crore
of rupees in gold (only 0.4m£) against a note issue of some
2600 crores (£2038 m). They have a fiduciary limit up to
£2050m. Only the old-world attitude of our people is being
appeased by our holding any gold at all in our Reserves as
cover for the currency. A policy of attracting Gold inside the
country to cover the gaps in the Foreign Exchange with our
own resources may, however be pursued; but that will mean
either a rise in our gold valuation rate or a fall in the local
market rate for it. Neither of which is likely to be realised
in the immediate future if the Government will not bother about
it or intervene.

I have a suggestion to make : Some years ago, The
Government of India borrowed Silver from U.S.A. and paid
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it back n kind vears after. Can not the Government of India
borrow at current rates of interest, say a million ounces of
Gold at international prices and sell it in India for a cent per
cent profit? Our State is in some respects a trader now and
this trading should not be invalid. About the early 40’s the then
Government of India shed some sterling obligations by selling
foreign gold here and availing itself of such profit. Profit and
precedent are thus both in favour of us and will tell as long
as our Bullion market is avid and gold-hungry.

If the price of gold falls as a result of such bombardment,
so much the better. Why should it keep unconscionably high
and prevent the middle-income groups from owning it to
brighten their persons and homes? Let more snobs strut about
the streets with gold chains round their necks and wrists and
let more of them get teeth of gold! It was not ages ago that
a gold Sovereign could be got for Rs.15 and a tola of gold
for under Rs.23. Vanity, greed, speculation, hoarding and flight
from investment - not one of them a social virtue - are some
of the reasons for the high prices prevailing for gold in India
today. And the Government have felt no pangs in this regard
at any time within my memory. If more people will like to
gorge the barren metal let them all have an easier access to
it at least. We are unable to induce them anyway to invest
their spare money in public loans or in laying equity paper or
for other productive purposes. Ceilings are thought of for other
commodities; not for Gold and Silver. One would think it should
be possible for a reasonable and intelligent people to agree to
have all their extra gold - above, say, 100 tolas-to be deposited
in the Government vaults against interest-earning gold Bonds.
That was done in UK. during the Second World War. But
no response is forthcoming here. We must be having Rs.2000
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to 2500 crores worth of gold in private possession in India;
and, half that amount could make the passage of two Five
Year Plan periods more comfortable.

A study of the absorption of new gold will bring us insight
mto who uses it and how. Our Wealth, Income, Expenditure
and Sales-taxes are likely to benefit from such observation.
Incidentally money diverted to buying Gold is likely to relieve
pressure from the market for necessities and bring down the
price-level to some extent. Is this not good business all round?

Or, we may avail ourselves of the continuing high prices
for Gold and revalue still further our Gold-stock in the Reserves.
For it will take a good time yet for it to come down to even
as low as Rs.100 per tola. The proceeds of this revaluation
will bring in nearly 70 crores of Rupees : which could be used
for cancelling ad hoc securities to that extent, or refrain from
resorting to such for some time. 70 crores is equal to a 14
years’ purchase of Mysore gold. Since we are not buying fresh
gold here or elsewhere the LM.F. regulation will not apply and
we shall not be touching a single tola of it from the Reserves.
All of it will be safe where it has been from 1925 onwards.
Revaluation has happened in 1956 and involves only small
amendments in accounting - which is well within the competence
of a sovereign people to do. This will not hurt any vested
interest; not even the hoarders and the speculators; while, good

will have flowed in.

Meanwhile, can I persuade you, Sir, kindly to devise
measures to get control of all the Gold smuggled into India
and confiscated by the States? We hear so much about
smuggling; yet not a single tola of gold has been added to our
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gold stocks these 30 years. What has happened to all that Gold?
That which 1s illegally brought in lapses to the Sovereign i.e.
the Government of India? A State government which catches
the smugglers now possibly sells it by public auction and takes
the money for its own use. Surely it is not selling such gold
at the official rate? That Gold ought more properly accrue to
the Reserve stocks.

I am sorry to have impinged on your time and attention:
but since this is public good to which you are wedded personally
and as Finance Minister I shall make no further apology.

* SN 0T XEoFOE DIT0S,

147. Bangalore, 13-12-1962

Dear Sir* : Three years ago I wrote to you about a tax
on gold-owning and transactions and bringing down its prices
in India, etc. The Chinese invasion has brought about some
materialising of it. If you have not already thought of it, I should
like to suggest your taxing all sale and purchase of gold above
the Government rate at 25% of the difference for rates up
to Rs. 75; 50% up to Rs. 90; and 75% up to Rs. 100
per tola. All gold transactions may be required to be

registered.

Here are a few more items for your kind consideration.
A war situation makes them expedient. They are feasible; they
are not unsound economics or unprecedented. The yield will
be substantial. May it be a poor man’s contribution of some
Rs. 100 crores to the Exchequer. It will in all be at least as
large as that. It doesn’t involve much administrative or collecting

cost.
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(1) Every paisa above Rs 20 has to be required with a
stamp of 10np. This is inequitable between small and large
payments and receipts. Should you raise the stamp rate on a
percentage basis or by slab, it will bring a goodly return. After
all so much money is being received; even in distress sales.
This is distress time for the country. If, for instance, Rs. 10,000
crores are so receipted, a calculation of the yield should be
easy. This should include payments not only in cash but also
by cheque etc.

(2) (a) In order to keep currency in circulation and not idle,
an experiment was made in Germany or Austria (vide Keynes’s
‘General Theory’ and Gessell). A small stamp of 5, 10 or 15
np may be levied on every 5-, 10-, 100- rupee note per month
or quarter to keep it current. Post Offices could do the
stamping. Why should Government money stagnate without
fertilising the movement of goods and services etc.? The
multiplier for money in an advanced country is said to be 32.
The life of these notes may be 3, 5 or 10 years. Any accountant
in your Department should be able to calculate the return. The
volume of 5-rupee notes is about 200 crores; of 10- rupee notes,
about 840 crores; of 100- rupee notes, about 982 crores. The
yield will be sizable. The charge need be no worse than the
commission charged for cashing a cheque or an M.O. fee.

(b) An application of the same principle may be made re:
the immobilized current accounts in Banks. A calculation of
the drawings for, say, three years in each large account may
be made. An extra 10 to 15% may be allowed. Any sums
held idle beyond that limit could be subjected to a tax. The
rate may be what is current, for example, on the Treasury
Bills. The Banks may be remunerated for all such services
at '/,,, or 1% on every lakh of Rs.
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(3) A system of Deferred Payments of 10 to 20% on all
salaries (above, say, Rs.200 per month) and all Government
payments (and in private transactions?) to persons and institutions
may be introduced, with a promise to pay it back with a small
rate of interest any time five years after the stopping of the
war. This item may come in slightly later : it will be a
compulsory saving, if not even insurance. This was actually
a modus in the United Kingdom during the last war. You could
exclude all pensioners who suffer both during times of war
and during planned development. All middle-income widows & «
minors may suitably be excluded.

(4) A regulated concerted attack on prices - a positive
cheapening of food articles (rice, wheat, dhal, sugar), middle
and lower class clothing (dhoti, saree, long-cloth, drill, cotton
coating etc.), rents and fuel will bring in relief to all and make
the burden of life more bearable and the impact of war less
oppressive. Those who preach the necessity and unavoidableness
of high prices (in planning for development and war) catch
academic phrases and parrot chatter. The last war was won
with no more than 25-30 per cent rise in prices in U.K. and
U.S.A. (It was less in Germany.)

(5) Government contracts can be auctioned publicly among
approved clients and tenderers. The transactions will be open
and quick, and avoid a lot of exploitation, delay and corruption.
Treasury Bills and other contracts are by tender. Prize Bonds
are a lottery. A Government need not blush for this item. A
well-known economist from England advocated it last year
in Delhi and broadcast a talk on the B.B.C. This will lower
expenditure appreciably and lessen corruption; quicken

work.

T Kok) -3 265



(6) Why don’t members of Parliament and of the State
Legislatures agree to a 5- or 10- rupee cut from their
remuneration and daily allowances? A little less luxury and
lounging will not hurt those who screw up governments to war-
enterprise and to sending the flower of our young men and
women to the Himalayan freezes and the jaws and furnaces
of Death. Ministers travel less or reduce journeys by a half
or pay off half of their T.A. Expense accounts in private Co.s.
and in Cinema Co.s. may also be raided.

I may kindly be forgiven for presuming on your time,
attention and patience.

* 5003 ATFTT QII0E,

148. Honavar, 7/8-8-1967

Hon’ble Sir* : When last you were Finance Minister I had
the temerity to send you some notes from Bangalore. I add
one or two points now for kind consideration.

1. A full attack needs to be made on the Price of Gold
so as to bring it into national use. It is anti-social to hoard
it beyond a fixed quantity. Any purchase or transfer beyond
that quantity must be charged for tax to almost the full extent
of the difference between the International Price of Gold and
that prevailing in our Market. A progressive rate of Tax between
these limits is healthful and indicated. That brings in Revenue,
spots the dodgers of income and wealth taxes and lets us have
an idea where it now has accumulated. Once the prices come
down to International levels, Government could ask for their
deposit with the Govt. in emergencies; and buy or sell it without
breaking I.M.F. requirements. There is absolutely no justification
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for letting Gold and Silver sell at 8-10 times their world value.
Some small profit may however be permitted but not to this
lunatic and criminal extent.

2. Devaluation has not worked to improve our Exports and
lessening Imports and therefore to the advantage of our Balance
of Remittances and, there is not much likelihood of it within
the near future. We may therefore try for a Loan of Gold
from USSR who seem to have a good stock of it - for they
pay their trade dues in tons of Gold - and announce further
discoveries of the metal. I have been pursuing your two
predecessors for sometime past, written to the P.M.’s Office
and even to our former President Dr. Radhakrishnan. He was
good enough to say he had passed it on to the Finance Ministry.
But all somehow shy off from such venture. Gold is sacred
and makes many of us but worshippers of it and the world
lives in awe of it.

Such a request is not unnatural. We took a Silver Loan from
USA once and paid it back in kind. We could pay this back
to USSR in 5-10 years, meanwhile bringing down its price in
the local market.

UK and USA paid off goodly quantities of Gold in lieu of
their dues to India during the last War and got away with a
profit of 200-300 crores of rupees selling it to our greedy

buyers!

Only USSR has the Gold and could be persuaded through
appeals to vanity, an undying-friendship (!) - gesture, benevolence
etc. Constantinople did not fall at one siege or assault. At
different levels over a period of time the appeals may be tried.
USA will not give us Gold; nor South Africa; nor Canada; nor
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Austraha; nor France. If we get relief for 3-4 years we could

revamp our industrial life, and better our production and trade.
Could you try?

3. The approach must be psychological and warm. e.g.
calling a Colony a Dandakaranya ruins its appeal to refugees.
Why could it not have been called Chitrakoota or Mahavasati
or Nava Bihar? That is how I fear, our thought of Compulsory
Deposit failed or evoked criticism or resentment. I feel that
we had better call it Deferred Payment even now for I see
that you have begun to move again.

It could be extended to payments to contractors etc. Say
a 25% payment in 5 Year Bonds - @ current rates of interest
and prices could be held. The gain will be on many levels.
So too all increments in salaries and wages.

4. Without increasing the quantity of Currency we can tax
hoarding of it by asking hoarders to put in a stamp of 5-10-
50 paise for every month or quarter they hold a note unused:
with least all round trouble. Appointment of 2-3 clerks in Banks
will do the trick. The payments may show with small punched
ring stamps behind the notes according as the durability of
Currency notes is known in notes of 5, 10, 100, 1000 Rs. These
Denominations are ideal : the maximum ones are of 10, 100

and 1000.

5. [ think that between State Governments and the Centre
the fee of Receipt Stamps may be increased progressively by
slab or percentage-progressively. Why should Rs. 21 and Rs.

21 Crores be receipted by 10 paise only? Many changers of
coin charge 5-10 paise per Re. Cheque encashments call for
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10-90 paise on an out-town Bank. The yield for 20,000 Crores,
1 e the figure for the Cleaning House accounts, will be sizeable
and the States wall get benefit from it also. | do not include
cash transactions here which are at least of an equal size

They could be set apart - earmarked as a fund for the
development of creative and scholarly work for publication of
the best intellectual work in the land in all the languages. This
is urgent. And without such Books our Education reform will

flop.

I am sorry 1 am encroaching on your time and attention:
and beg to be forgiven.

* LRO¥ XWFOG WIITOR DX HIF0Y

€9. €9. d')gabamo" 0303

149. Bangalore, 1-11-1965

Hon’ble Sir : Forgive me for intruding on your attention and
time now and when you are so far away.

But since you will be in Moscow for some Economic
negotiations, I thought we might ask for a loan of Gold from
them. Only U.S.A., Canada, Australia and South Africa have
quantities of it in the other block. South Africa and U.S.A.
will not help. The other two could be coaxed. But better than
either of them who may be inhibited because of Western Policy,
we might approach the U.S.S.R. Once we took a loan of Silver
from U.S.A., and paid it back later in kind. We could get Gold
now and promise to return it, say, in 10 years’ time or with
Exports or some other way and use it as quid for purchase
of Defence Equipment and other Industrial Raw materials and
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machmery 1f you think fit. France could lend if it minded.
But its temper is uncertain.

Inside the country itself we might make an attack on the
prices of Gold and Silver. Why should they be so high? If they
were nearer the international prices lending them to Government
would have been easier. Could slab rates or per cent

progressive rates of tax above Rs. 62-50 per tola help bring
down the prices?

We could attack currency hoarding by just offering to replace
the old series with fresh series within a fixed period. We shall
be able to spot the hoarders also.

If we do not issue new currency but add to Velocity of
Circulation and also prevent hoarding during the emergency
at least, we could ask a stamp of 5 paise per quarter/month
on each Rs.5/- Note, 10 paise on each Rs.10/- et. hoc - to
keep them circulating. When a cheque or coin is changed such
charge is even now made in the bazar and in the Banks. But
this will secure Revenue and other benefits. It will also be
a continuous income for the Govt.

This looks unorthodox and an attack on ‘current’ or ‘free
circulation’. It is free still. Those who use money should keep
it going, and could afford to pay a small fee. Banks and
treasuries will co-operate by deputing an extra clerk to see
to this. Gessell, an Economist, tried this in Germany or Austria
in the 20’s.

Another source of Revenue will be raising, by per cent or
at slab, the Receipt Stamp Rates. Any sum above Rs.20/- takes
10 paise only, now upto any amount. People who are receiving
thousands and lakhs of Rupees can afford to pay a little more
each time. They get such large sums of money. Only more
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Receipt Stamps have to be issued by the Govt. and the process
becomes almost automatic.

Currency in circulation is about 2500 crores and bank
Deposits Rs. 1200-1300 crores : and the Clearing House
records are above 15,000 crores per year. Receipt Stamps can
and ought to yield much more than they do now.

Sorry 1 am catching you when you are out. But this, I
thought, might gain your attention when you are out and free
from administrative and political worries in our Capital.

* 91 RIS DIDOING .

ey, 3). BeUweTT®* w0
150. Bangalore, 20-7-1966

My Dear Sri Sharada Prasad : I wonder if I could interest
P. M. in trying for a Gold Loan from the U.S.S.R. They must
have plenty of stocks; it will be a senstational loan and must
build up propaganda prestige for Russia too.

We need large quantities of the precious if barren metal
for 4-5 years now. We could undertake to return it in kind
say by 1980-1990, oz for oz.

Once we took a Silver Loan from the U.S.A. and paid it
back and later demonetised our Silver here.

U.S.A. and the Western Block will rather freeze than give
us such help. They will add to their stocks and will not release
any part of it for our use. South Africa is our enemy. Australia
is Anglo-American. California and Canada will not. England
has little quantity for its own use. France is stiff and overweening.
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My only worry is that all get into a blue flunk when they
think of Gold. But why should they? It is as much metal-goods-
as any other. My proposition should not be deemed crazy.
Women play and plague with them. Why may not a nation
use it for Public advantage?

U.K. and U.S.A. sold gold here at ruinous rates upto 300m.
ozs between 1943-6 and paid off their debts to us during the
war and just helped our gold-eaters to gorge quantities of it
at high rates. We lost money and imports. We did not get an
equal quantity of goods and services from them. Possession
of Gold does not yield '/ % interest. These buyers cheated
the country of real Foreign Exchange buying gold at very high
prices. They must have it round their necks or in dark vaults
where light and air cannot travel.

This enabled the Allies not only to pay off but helped the
Indian Government to avoid inflation. No L.T. etc. was charged
or paid. It was a lark. We were sheep and helpless.

The effort may be a siege of Constantinople; but thro’
persistent attack it will fall in a year or two.

Why cannot we do it now? Our development Plans will get

a windfall accession of strength. We can pay back all our

excess imports in gold and buy in any market we like; any

. thing we like; save our earnings on exports; service our foreign
loans; avoid inflation.

Incidentally this might also bring down the abominably high
prices of gold in the local markets. It is now a lunatics’ paradise.
We feel like shooting down all other profiteers. These gold
muggers are let off lot and scot free. Their behaviour is anti-
social and it is almost treason; though angel voices praise them
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Could you try to interest her? | tried to get at T.T.K. when
he visited the U.S.S.R. last year. | do not know if my letter
C’o our Ambassador was delivered to him at all. No
acknowledgements. Please see if between you and Dr. Mahishi
you can get the good Lady's ear and get it done.

Could good Sachin try to pay contractors etc. who score
beyond say a lakh of rupees to take 75% of dues in Cash
and 25% in Bonds redeemable 5 years after with a little interest?

Could your licences be auctioned in Delhi and Bombay on
Tender, as he lets Treasury Bills do? These may relieve the
Currency and quicken work and reduce delays and corruptions.

I hope you are well.

* QAL ©JT VRO WIRIND T3LRTOIWD. §FUZ XTFTT DG WPNNYY
BRB BT, ATFLATTR. ‘0deezm’ B3FoH FoToEI. AR TpeIsonent

SRGF FOBMRCTNGT. S0 50030 83 FomR, Q0N OHTOATT.
B

@0. DTS ca:padaga' ©=30r3
151. Bangalore, 24-11-1966

Revered Sir : Pray permit me to approach you on a small
point. Personal though it be, it touches on the economy of the

Country.

The Economic situation is still hard; and looks like not
clearing for sometime yet. We have been honest in devaluing
our currency for Foreign Exchanges. But our exports, | fear,
may not come off; either in quantity, quality or in competitive
pricing and dealing; our consumption rates will not fall; nor,
will the rate of population growth. Our costs may not fall; for
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we are having, among other things, to assure floor prices to
Agriculturists and cannot lower wages and salaries. Rather the
reverse. No party can stay in power if it hurts these interests.
The price level is hurting the people who are mad with distress.

May I suggest that at your gracious level and or at the
Prime Minister’s level we approach the USSR for a Gold Loan?
This is unusual; and, normally people shy off asking for one
and have a cold sweat on hearing it. There is no reason why
it cannot or should not happen. Neither USA nor South Africa
nor Australia will give us that. USA is nervous on her own
count. France is not a friend. Canada is uncertain. Australia
can align unhelpfully.

Only USSR may help. It pays off its Foreign Exchange dues
with tonnes of Gold. Recently, - we hear - it has struck new
sources. We could agree to pay them back, oz for oz in, say,
1975 or 1980 within which time we should try to bring down
the mad, the almost criminal rise in the local price of Gold,
work up industrial and agricultural production and stablise
internal price levels. We borrowed Silver from USA once and
paid it back in kind. That is a precedent. If the world monetary
authority (I.M.F.) did not constrain member governments, we
could buy gold at the International rates and sell it locally for
at least a 100% profit on each deal; and pay off the sellers:
if the buyers still gorged gold so much purchasing power would
be immobilised in the acquisition of the barren metal and not
compete in the market for the purchase of other goods and
services needed commonly by the people; and, thus keep them
low and steady. Even that would be a benefit to the community.

Meanwhile we could save the economy inside and out if,
as you say, our people were a little more patriotic. The



necessary imports of foregn component itema can be got  the
exports may also be teased into behaviour, serving the foreign
debis will be made easier, while 1t will be a miraculous reliet
tor us all round - a holiday from care and nervousness [t will
emotionally be a great gesture for USSR Much needed time
and rehet can be secured in strengthening our economy

Gold makes many good, sound people nervous [t need not
We need not be baulked if they say no once or twice
Constantinople did not fall at one siege: We may persist and
within 3 to 6 months or even a year we may get results |
tried T.T.K. and the Prime Minister's Secretariat (informally)
without results.

‘Doravaruku Dooru’ - with an equivalent in Kannada 1% a
maxim in Telugu : which, | think, is legitimate. | pray to be
forgiven for inflicting this twaddle on you.

Nothing has happened about P.V. Kane’s Book yet,

I hope and trust you are well. To us you are as ever the
Citadel of strength and stability and of glad wisdom. Begging
to be forgiven for this presumption.

& o edeRre®* waor)
152. Bangalore, 24-10-1970

Dear Sri Finance Minister Saheb : | am not quite unknown
to you. About the last days of December 1969 - | spoke one
night in Bombay - when the Urdu Conference people invited
you to preside over our talks.

1. This is to request you to find out some way to freeze
Prices, Wages and Salaries - 1.e. Incomes, Rents and Profits-
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for. say. & five vear period. You may promise to make good
Iater v way of higher emoluments; or bonuses. Or, - why
do anvthing to the robbers of the common people?

2 There must be some way of linking Salaries/payments
to work and production. Even in Banks, people do not work
1 hours a day. This is disastrous for the country. There is

nowhere love of the land - only grab and graft all-round; and
fierce unionism; or, worse.

3. We suffer from rising prices. Life for the common man
is becoming impossible; very oppressive. It may take any ugly
form anywhere. Let it not be driven to extremes everywhere.
Help us out by bringing down prices; as between, producers
and merchants and the long series of parasites - political and
non - who stand between the producer and consumer. The
consumer is helpless; but he is desperate. How long can he
be tame, subdued and quiescent? When you ensure floor prices
for agricultural products and raise wages, allowances etc. to
labourers endlessly - adding to cost - how can prices fall? And,
between one who prefers to pay Rs.5 per Kg. of rice and
one who cannot pay even Re.l, to whom will the seller sell?
The need of the latter is often greater. If a free market
economy was present, the prices could have adjusted themselves.
I know it is not possible now. But since the Govt. controls
directly or indirectly the bulk of the economic life of the country,
only the Govt. can help, i.e. YOU. It is given to YOU to help

out; if only you will.

Pray save us. Life is deadly cheap; living is dear. We older
people who have seen better days even on lesser salaries wish
we were dead - pensioners like me, most of all.
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4 Expenditure of more than 20,000 crores of rupees these
15-20 vears has not employeed an extra crore of people. It
cannot. The promuse to create large scale employment is barren.
We promise Rs. 100 per family, ie. for 4-5 people; 1.e. Rs.20
per month per head. How many paise per day? At atleast
Rs. 100 per person, for it takes Rs. 1.200 a year and so Rs.1.200
crores for onme crore of new employees; at 6% or 10%
mvestment yield, i.e. capitalization, - how much capital would
it need? Where is the money? Organization of that task will
take 10-15 years to do. Can the country absorb it so quickly?
What of the 9-10 crores of others - males between 18-45 years
of age left unemployed still?

5. Money payment has become a devil of a way,
destroying all other regards today in this country. 4,000 crores
of currency and an equal quantity of bank money are not a
drop for a country as big as ours. UK. with a tenth of our
population and with ten times more cheque accounts, uses that
amount of currency and God knows how much more Bank cash.

6. (a) You must have heard General Mcnamara when in

the World Bank he said, we, the poorer developing nations
cannot afford to pay 7'/,% interest on our loans; that even

now we foot it with 28% of our exports. This can be devilled
by the practices of our exporters through wrong invoicings,
uncertain exchange rates and losing of principal markets for
our exports.

He made another statement : about how by 2,000 A.D.,
ie. in about 30 years from now, the average annual income
in U.S.A. will be $10,000 while that in Brazil will be only
'/m of it, and in India 1"50 : Will it be that? - @ Rs.8 per
$ - Rs. 1,6007?
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6 (b) Can we not raise a Gold Loan from, say, the U.S.S.R.?
It takes a lot of persuasion and time, perhaps. I have been
trying from T.T.K.’s time for it. If for three years we so cover
the trade-gap, we can regulate our economic life and trade
and prices here. We shall pay back in kind - if so required.

7. For that, we shall have to attack the Indian price for
Gold. Speculators are feeding fat on it. Let common people
buy gold for marriages and for industrial purposes at cheaper
rates. The International price is less than half the Indian market
price. If the LM.F. and the World Bank permitted us we could
buy it in the free market - at § 35 per Oz. - and sell it here
at local rates, pay the sellers full price and make a profit of
150% on the deal. No one has courage to touch gold. It is
-a sacred cow. I wrote to Dr. S. Radhakrishnan and the Prime
Minister about it once. Mr. Jha seems to have said 3-4 years
ago that the time was not suitable. When will it be?... U.S.S.R.
dumps tons of gold in Trade Payments and is mining plenty
of gold. Australia, South Africa, Canada and America will not
lend us Gold.

We borrowed Silver once from U.S.A. and paid it in kind.
UK. and U.S.A. sold Gold here about the early 40’s at the
insane rates in our market and paid off their dues to India
at a profit of 200-300 crores!

8. What again is happening to all the gold confiscated from
the smugglers all these 20-odd years? Not a single Oz. of gold
seems to have got into our Currency and Exchange Reserves?
The Govt. does not definitely account for it at all! One Governor
of the R.B.I. told me that ‘it was being properly utilised’!

I am not raising any trouble or difficulty. I thought | might
write to you as in earlier days I wrote to Syts Grigg, T.TK.,
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C.D.D., and Desai, when they were Finance Ministers. C.D.D,
after protesting somewhat revalued our gold stock at a higher
price than the old and made at least a Book Profit of Rs.175
crores, adding more than a 100 crores to the value of our Gold
Reserves!

9. You can let the State Govts. have some fresh revenue
by raising Receipt Stamp rates - by slab or percentage as in
Direct Taxes. Today, whether the sum received is Rs.21 or
Rs.20 crores, the Receipt Stamp is 10 Paise only. It used to
be one anna and now is ten paise - i.e. higher. Banks charge
from 50 paise to one Rupee for cashing out-station cheques.
If one needs change for a rupee, it costs money! Our Clearing
Accounts are of the order of 25,000 crores and the average
value of the cheque is about Rs. 2,500. Those who receive
a thousand rupees may not grudge paying a rupee on the receipt
stamp. There is more than this quantity of payment in the form
of money transactions in the country. You could let the States
charge such rates and get some extra revenue. Am I crazy?

Kindly forgive me for this personal approach and appeal.

+ 1 O3 QIIOIOINGTT.

geab@ 0BT MY &0

153. Bangalore, 29-7-1971

Madam : This is from the pen of a Retired School Master
in the State of Mysore.

I have been an observer of events these more than fifty
years of my life and at no time have I felt so correct a stand
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such as the one taken in connection with Bangla Desh, Pakistan
and International relations and it is according to the highest
principles of culture and history of our country. In the most
trving of circumstances you have held true to the spirit of India.
Gandhiji would have applauded it; Panditji would be proud. And
it would carry with you the blessing of that great mother of
vours, who in her way was a silent warrior.

The stand costs money and pressure from many quarters;
and the situation looks bleak and friendless. But at such
moments the strongest source of help is one’s own strength
of soul. I do not know what Ashoka would have done if he
continued to be ruler and there was a bloody armed rebellion
against him. I know that Rama quieted the angry Lakshmana
in Kowsalya’s chamber with

BWeDO  DIW éamoaéo 3IP[0FHT0  W80;
TRFRPIOP; WP 0;  WTHQTINEFT0’

and this is also in consonance with the talk between Krishna
and Vidura in the dead of the night when he went to negotiate
peace with Duryodhana. I have given these examples merely
to remind myself of the references in the great epics of our

country.

May God give you the same clarity of thought and feeling,
and the same strength of soul to proceed with the Indian Affairs
in the days to come. It is only a true mother that can fee]
towards the more than 60 to 70 lakhs of refugees - Hindu,
Muslim, Christian, coming into our borders seeking asylum, food,
shelter, medicine and other care. India has extended such
asylum in the past. If this be phenomenal, let the world

see it.
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154, Bangalore, 20-8-1974

Dear Smt. Indira Gandhi, P.M. : Inflation. Black-marketing,
Corruption, Adulteration etc. are a woefully real feature of our
economic life. But in one sense they are less real than the
need for cheap food, fuel etc. available in enough quantities
and everywhere - for all. You know it too. More is being said
about the money and taxation than things and supply.

Along with all high production efforts and as a short time
provision, these few words may kindly be considered. Pray give
me a few minutes hearing and forgive the length of this letter.

1. What is in stock may be fully released for the first
2-3 months. Khariff crops will relieve next. Additional supplies
from wherever available may be purchased at any cost. This
is my main suggestion.

2. The volume of currency was Rs.190 crores in 1939
(=100) and Rs.1,350 crores when the British left us (Price Index
= 375). The currency is today Rs.6,500 crores. Even this is
not too much for the population; for, it gives only something
less than Rs.112/- per year (i.e. less than Rs.10 per month).
If every Rupee does three times work as multiplier, even along
with the Bank money, the volume is Rs.11,300 crores only today,
i.e. not more than Rs. 200 p.m. per head (or 200x3); it still
is less than Rs.50 p.m. i.e. Rs.1.5 per day. The Bank money
circulates to a more limited or conditioned extent among fairly
well to do people (only some 20 or 30%). The U.K. has nearly
as much currency as India for only 5'/, crores of people. Only
25-30% of its transactions are there in cash. The rest is through
Bank Accounts. | am more worried about the composition of
our currency; for, 85% of the Note Issue is in Rs.100 Notes
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and in Rs. 10 Notes (the 100’s = '50%; 10’s = 35%). This
is rarely noticed. The rest of it (i.e. 15%) has to be used by
all including the users of 10’s and 100’s. For, the unit of
transaction in daily life in India is still considerably less on an
average than Rs.10. This makes the owners of the larger
amounts of money and those with Bank facilities have a killing
advantage over the have-nots in buying the day’s necessities.
It is the money in the hands of a few people that has a donkey
ride over the rest of the community. The distress caused is
oppressive. Meanwhile, why can’t there be a Tax imposed on
Banks on Bank Clearings; on rises in the prices of Silver and
Gold for they are hoarded or held by speculators; a slab or
% rate on Receipt Stamps? (For Rs.21 today take a 10 paise
Stamp; it is the same on Rs.20 lakhs or Rs.20 crores). New
higher denomination Notes on better paper be issued and old
ones withdrawn as and when they come, carrying one or two
small ring stamp-per quarter or half-year or full year of their
circulation.

3. When young, I have bought rice at 7-8 seers a rupee;
fuel at 8 maunds; milk at 4-5 seers; kerosene at As. 2 a bottle;
coconuts at 10-12 per rupee; almonds(!) at As. 4 a seer; butter
at Rs.4.8.0 a tin - a golden age in days of bondage. About
1950, I have bought things at a fourth of this felicity - when
I had to celebrate my daughter’s marriage. How can any girl
be married today with Rs.425 a sovereign and Rs.10 per tola
for silver? A good pair of Mill Dhoties costs Rs.128. Daughters
and sisters have to be married off... A miserable small room
cannot be got for rent in Bangalore for less than Rs.50-60
p.m. and a pitiless pugree of some Rs.500-1000, a new
phenomenon. What have we come to after Independence? And
with Rs.30 to 40,000 crores of Investment for Plans? The above
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figures seem moon-shine to the 30-40 year olds. Ten times
more could have been produced if people had been work-
minded and honestly did try. All are just interested in making
money by hook or crook and inhibitting supplies and promoting
strikes.

If food grains, edible oils, sugar and fuel (firewood and
kerosene) were cheaper and freely available, recurring demands
for higher wages, allowances, other benefits etc. and strike-
threats could all be staved. Mere money grants at different
levels can never do the trick. Price rise is endless and a vicious
spiral. (It raises with every tax and with all increases in
allowances!). How can Prices fall if the floor prices are
promised or salaries and wages are raised interminably? They
add to costs.

When a war is to be fought we spend hundreds of crores
of Rupees and kill and get killed in lakhs. For feeding the armies
feed items are procured without heed of cost. We spent some
Rs.300 crores for Bangla Desh. Luckily this saves on constant
alert and anxiety in the Eastern border. Could we not spend
for saving our own population?

This will be a more positive and lasting good and blesses
the Government and the Governed together. We should see
to it that supplies are not surrounded up by hoarders, profiteers
but be available for free use among the people. Much supply
is held back by selfish producers and middlemen backed by
Politicians and supported by Govt. officers.

5. Strong houses, temples and forts were built without
cement and steel until recently; lands yielded wealth without
chemical fertilisers, pesticides etc. Our population has no doubt
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increased and more yields have resulted; but not commensurately.
And, all. want everything here and now. Agitators and leaders
prod the desire. These are not under control, or are privileged.

We have Rs.15,000 crores of Public Debt today - only half
of which is due externally; and that is on simpler terms. What
is owed to our own people is paid at higher rates of interest
and the benefit accrues to our own rich people; and therefore,
is part of their income. In addition to whatever you can get
through taxation - (note : many-for eg. Merchants, Doctors,
Clinics, Contractors etc. - do not accept payment in cheques;
they insist on cash and the I.T. is dodged)- the Government
could borrow internally to subsidise the supply of additional food
etc., a 100 or 200 crores will be subscribed in a day. The
whole country has to be saved from sharks and from all round
misery and desperation. We can’t wait for 5 years: or even
a year. Two meals atleast are needed everyday (50 at least
out of 58 crores of people = 36,500 crores of meals. At one
meal a day and at Re.l/- per meal the cost will be equal to
the whole GNP of India). Starvation, frustration and suicide
show everywhere and hurt in a cumulative way: and, if riots
or worse happen it is no surprise. This is a real and frightful
situation. Police, firing and suppression do not improve matters.
You get discredited personally for this.

6. Your Officers and the Political Leaders, - the legislators
and their henchmen, - know who and where the black hoards
and hoard resources are and are profiting from them. They
can get them if they care and will and punish them : the Govt.
do not for many reasons : the people feel the will and action
are lacking. The bigger ones are to be made an example. The
promoters of strike and strikers have to be treated as abettors
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in a crininal prosecution: they are let go. When they are put
in the gaols they are treated in a princely. way. Those who
die are the innocent people; the leaders escape. This isn't
comforting to the law-abiding and peaceful citizens. All Senas
and Dals belonging to all parties with drilling and Para-military
exercises may be dissolved. Your father got the Rastriya Seva
Dal under Dr. Hardikar dissolved. They are potentially a danger
to peace and order for any Gowt.

7. 1f supplies are secured from wherever and sold at upset-
and even at losing-prices in every division of a city with 5
or 10 of your people present in distribution departments, the
black hoarders will disgorge their stocks or ‘go bust’. Unurgent
imports may be strictly minimised for just a year at the first
instance. Supply of electric lights to villages may be delayed
by a year or two, - they have not had it for 5,000 years. Lands
yielded good crops without a single multi-purpose project till,
say, 1920. There are more than 20 giant ones now. There are
plenty of able bodied people to work - if they can be supplied
with work and with tools. The local politicians and the
departments are constricting factors in implementing necessary
measures. Supply of food and daily needs at cheaper rates
will be a surer appeal than declarations, pep-and-hope talk, and
development projects which promise benefit at 5 or 10% in
5 year periods and through the technical Semiboiled
recommendations. We ought to be really ineterested in peace,
in men and things; not in talk, disputes and confrontations.
Politics is developing the latter. We shall be grateful to you
if this or some such more personal, real than technical approach
is taken up. Finance should be a slave of policy, not prime.
It is but instrumental. Those who can’t work for socred ends
had better go out of service. Living shouldn’t be costlier than
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life. Living is now a suffocating experience. With Rs.2.60 per
kg. of rice, Rs.3.50 for Dal, Rs.2.30 per maund of fuel,
Rs.4.50-5 for sugar and Rs.9 per kg. of groundnut oil, life is
unbearable.

You are a mother. At least 45-50 crores of us out of 58
cry out and look up to you for cheap and easy food.

QX°. 8o°. 00" &z30r)
133, Bangalore, 19-11-1965

My dear Sri Minister Saheb : Last time when you were
here you let me appraise you of a literary proposition. You
kindly asked me to put it on paper and send it on to you.
Here it 1s :

For a long time I have felt that the 5-6 volume set of the
History of the Dharma Sastra by M.M. P.V. Kane should be
abridged into one volume of some 600-800 pp. in English and
then be got translated first into Kannada and then into the other
Indian Languages. It is basic ‘stuff’ and the most authoritative

on its subject.

I have tried to interest the Sahitya Akademi, the National
Book Trust of India and the Bharatiya Jnana Peeth. | have
invoked the aid of the President himself before now. Indeed,
I began the effort about 1949. I learn that MM. G.V. Potdar
has tried it also.

It has not taken shape so far. It is the greatest book which
appears on our Cultural Tradition; for in the Smritis is the nature,

286 T Toshd ereri-3



structure, function and idealism of the Hindu Religion through

the ages.

The present generation and the later ones should know their

roots and build on them. For they contain our heritage.

If Sn Kane could be persuaded to condense the work
himself, he should be approached. Else, some one else could
do it and get his approval and blessing.

At first we should write to him and obtain permission fre :
him. And we should pay him a handsome Royalty. The work
will be like Somervill’s abridgement of A.J. Toynbee’s “Study
of History” - of course, on a smaller scale.

Unless a person like you could take interest in it, it can’t
materialise. It means money and patronage. Why should not
our Education Ministry sponsor such seminal work? Argument
of War, Emergency etc. need not be deterrent. When was
Literature and Culture even a Priority? And after all how much
does it cost?

Pray vouchsafe to this proposal your care and consideration
and see that the work is taken on hand. It will take a year
or two to do.

Any sweeping from a small table on a Govt. Department
should be able to provide the funds. And the work will pay
itself in the course of the years.

After all Education, Public Health and Justice - not to speak
of Art, Religion and Culture - do not and should not be expected
to yield profit like Trade and Industry and Commerce do. But
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it is they that are the glory of a time and a people; they that
establish a people in worth.

. MmN SNy ag_mmoa.

cosbe,g #c)* wsiont
156. Bangalore, 28-7-1966

My Dear Sri Hegde : Thanks. I am grateful to you for
your courtesy. Here are a few lines in behalf of Kannada;
and of a general importance.

Much work needs to be done to provide books for general
reading on all subjects of current interest; and as reference
work for students in the High School and College levels - and
generally as well. With Kannada as medium of instruction all
background information should be available and easy of access.
There is none now; nor is there a chance of its publication
from private sources. Mere talk does not fill a vaccum.

I wish the Govt. sponsors a scheme or subsidises it entirely.
For about a dozen years I have presented this aspect of the
case and suggested that a scheme of a Crore of Rupees be
drawn up by the Govt. of India which on the average went
on a plan of Rs. 2000 Crores a year during the Third Plan.
Any sweeping from any Departmental table should be able to
produce that money. The late B.N. Datar offered to recommend
the Scheme to the Finance and Education Departments in the
Centre. But he is now no longer with us.

The work would bring about a 100 books in each of the
15 Languages : with about 7-7'/, lakhs per language. Any
competent person could undertake the publication of that
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number. The Scheme would be self-sufficient in 3 to § years
and pay back the sum from the Sth year onwards. or the
earnings could be ploughed back into the work

We could begin the work here and be. if possible, pioneers
Rs. S0.000 could be used for administration. correspondence
T.A. etc.. ; another 50.000 could be used for a Press in each
language specially and solely devoted to this work. Rs.3000
would be provided for the Writer and Reviewer and Illustrator
on one side and another 3,000/- for Printing, Illustration and
Sales Management. A book of 200 pp. large would be the
optimum size of a book.

We could commission 50-60 books ourselves directly; invite
some 30 from private Scholars or Writers and if they are passed
by our Committee, be accepted. 10-20 could be Reference
Works or translated from Classics on each subject; or be
Readings from Classics.

This is feasible and is a desideratum. You will earn the
gratitude of unborn generations of men. Each book will deal
with (i) the nature and scope of the subject; (ii) its History
(i11) its problems and (iv) offered solutions and (v) the personal
opinion of the author about his choice from among the solutions.
I hope this will commend itself to you.

If 7 to 7'/, lakhs cannot be provided from any current source,
I shall have the temerity to suggest a source : Stamp Duty
is on the State Schedule. I wonder why the charges for Receipt
of money should be as low as 10 Paise for all large sums
above Rs.20. It could be raised by slabs or by percentage with
the money on recept on all cash, credit and cheque Receipts.
A small amendment of the Stamp Act will do the trick.
Expenses and administration will not be much. A person who
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receives say, Rs.10,000 wil not grudge paying say,
Rs.S/- on the stamp. We pay Bank Charges for collecting
cheques and a discount on changing even a Rupee. There 18
nothing wrong or scandalous about it. But good work will have
been sponsored even during these stiff days.

I hope this will persuade you.

* O7 TToFUE Dok, UBFOT DITN0S

@o. Jo. 8e. &wriv ©[0

157, Bonened, 14-3-1969

d¢ TO. 8f. RONY »T[OR : I, Bo. . asosesm%osaéaam
WD TRy IMWS SPRO0.  JoBRCR,

ARRH-THATL, WRIT Towy, OOCHI), VD 8 TRE
VR TIIFWE XOTPT W|IWOW  wOBTW Y0P  wPIR
TOWRY BRBVBBIB. d¢ 1. vV FORBTo, WIRT;
2. DV PENTORN®, WONKRTY; 3. FTLI00Y ﬁeaécaa‘, RJOLT';
4. . QF. BLFOTIAND, BRRTH.

QRT  YVTTT BRBFT. AR BIOBTTT AT TRBDTTY?
TODED, T, T POTY STBCOR. IRTO FRW oL
SINOZ TODTY HOONT. SeTTTT TOZRE.

(Beons Ae@oiRT GHERD) [ose.
Dedeor Toesee* 0O

158. Bangalore, 13-5-197

Dear Sri Chief Minister Saheb: Just a line in behalf of Sy
Kapatral Krishna Rao, whom I hear, you know.
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He 1s elderly and has a fine record of research and
scholarship behind him. He is unprovided, weak. and faint of
sight and has to depend on others for everything. He is not
the sort who will apply for a State pension or anything of the
kind. My feeling is that persons like him should be treated sui
generis and granted a substantive pension.

My friend Prof. Tavag of Gulbarg tells me - he has worked
at a history of the Surapur State - about 3-400 pages length,
and I do not know who will publish it. It will be basic, important
matter. But no private publisher bothers about Inscriptions and
history of that kind. He will have put Persian and other sources
into subscription. Surapur was a seat of arts and culture for
long and Meadows Taylor worked there. I am sure it will be
of inestimable value on life and times. The late M. Govind
Pai of Manjeshwar, S.K. was another of such scholars. But
he had money of his own and did not have to depend on any
one for anything.

If you could help, something can be done for Kapatral by
way of a pension granted as recognition of merit - without
formal application from him. He will not apply - and I have
not met him for 10 years now - and for the publication of

his work.

Such mark of recognition in old age when he is alive is
more gracious and humane than posthumous extolment.

I don't know if I am in order of making this suggestion. I
hope I am not wasting your time and attention on such matters.

159. Bangalore, 31-10-1970

Dear Chief Minister Saheb : Please permit me to disturb you
for a few minutes. This deals with our relations with Madras.
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You have been putting up a valiant effort in connection with
our smgation schemes and in connection with the Mahajan
Report. What 1s unfortunate 1s the impression forming that we
are taking extremely rigid and irreconcilable attitudes in every
dispute though we are in the right. If it were not for the peculiar
political situation as between the Centre and the States to-day,
we should not have looked as stiff as we do. Sad. Madras
1s being favoured by the Centre for obvious reasons. Our side
looks like one deliberately hostile both with regard to the Centre
and to the two neighbouring States, both of which look like
winning the favour of the Centre.

Madras had had a strangle hold on the political and economic
life in Mysore. Movements shaping there have affected our
social and cultural life also these 70-80 years and more. Our
art and communal life are also instances in point: Very nearly
this is what Poona and Bombay did to the present North
Karnataka areas. The Maharastra called it Southern Maharastra
and took a long time to recognise it as ‘Karnataka’. Bombay
and Madras Presidencies were huge stretches of land and
people; Madras stretching from the southernmost part of India
right up to Orissa for some time and in the West up to the
tip of South Kanara; Bombay stretching right from the
Tungabhadra to Sindh and exercised a maleficent influence over
what is North Kanara and North Karnataka now. The hagriding
was as complete in the north as in the south. Administratively
they were strangleholds in that non-Kannada Officers were on
top. When Sir M.V. tried to release the hold here, the Justice
Party that gained influence in Madras infected the Mysore life
creating bitterness and strife and led to the resignation of the
Dewan. The two Presidencies made it impossible for Mysore
to have an independent life except through their aegis. They
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controlled our access to the sea, and transit for our goods,
for our goods could move out only through their Ports Railway
extensions were denied and we had a desperate fight to let
the Bntish Govt. cede to us or have for sale a short stretch
of land between Talaguppa and Bhatkal for a Port or Harbour
for Mysore. That was not permitted to us. The linking of
Bangalore with Salem waited till today, the Madras Gowvt.
making common cause with MSM and SIR. It cannot be
measured how much we lost by losing the Nilgiris and the upper
parts of Coimbatore. All the weavers in Salem are Kannada-
men even today;- the Badagas, Todas and the Gounders are
Kannada people. Between CPR, CR and Kamaraj, the Nilgiris
was made a subject impossible to talk about altogether.

When we wanted to have a University of our own the
Madras University came in the way and would not let us have
one. Every major scheme has had to be cleared through that
Govt. and its Senior Officers.

Though Mysore was the area through which the Cauvery
flows up till the Shivasamudra and Mysore had no major
reservoirs or canal system, Madras had irrigational facilities
more than three times in extent of Mysore’s. They heaped
difficulty after difficulty in the way of building the Kannambadi
Dam even at the first stage of 84ft. CPR himself records how
hard a fight, Sir M.V. put in that matter. He had just then
a helpful Resident and Sir M.V. had influence with the Centre
and was able to clear the scheme and get the sanction of British
Government. Madras with their influence with the Governor-
General and the Centre had all things their way in the 1924
deal. The Mysore-Arsikere Railway had to be laid under stress
and urgency when we got to know that our Rolling Stock etc.
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might be taken away by British authorities. Whether it was
industries to be started, traffic to be moved or a policy to be
worked or an enterprise like Iron and Steel started, Madras
would put hurdles in the way. Now it insists on the 1924

agreement which was to its advantage when all the weights
were in their favour.

Formerly at least Coorg was under the fostering care and
certainly under the jurisdiction of our Resident and directly or
indirectly under the influence of the Presidency of Madras.
Now Coorg and Mysore are one Unit and together we
can claim a large share of the Cauvery water than in older-
times. Even with the new schemes projected by us the
irrigational facilities which Madras would be having are much
greater.

Today Madras 1s much smaller in size and population; it has
lost Onssa and the Andhra Pradesh, Kollegal, Bellary and South
Kanara. These new Distncts in Kamataka have got to be
sustained with the efforts of economic development in our State.
If the 1924 agreement is stuck to we stand definitely to lose.
Kerala which was then pant of the Madras Presidency 18 now
an independent state-unit. 1t deserves a share of our waters.
Both these States today stand for opposile reasons, logether
to claim benefit st the cost of Mysore, which unluckily 1n
political situstion, 1 & position of disadvantage I the Kapin
scheme s demied because of Kerala and the Cauvery for the
benefit of Madras and nghts over the Knshna schemes meet
with continuous difficulry, ours will be a sorry plight. There
s pothung new o what | say, | am dashung the l"»anddunm‘
the I's
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You will have presented a full view of the case by now

I just wanted to stress these aspects of history which may
not be so well-known, not so much to recommend to you things
that you did not know but things that we may press as special
points. 1 should also like to say humbly that we may not use
language of defiance - softly like Madras, or dangerously like
E.M.S. and violently like in West Bengal. After all the Union
exists for the whole of India and the intention of the Constitution
was to keep the Centre strong against disintegration of
tendencies inside and the enemies outside.

[ pray, I may be pardoned for bursting in on your time and
attention.

* ON EToFUE DoxT SN0 SND.

®. &¥0°. 2r30eveT060* ©=30r

160. Bangalore, 1-12-1973

Dear Sir : I am speaking of two persons who deserve a
recognition and pension from the State.

1. Sri R. Ananthakrishna Sharma, perhaps one of the finest
scholars I have known in the Telugu and Kannada Regions.
He has retired from the Telugu Department of the Maharaja’s
Collge, Mysore, and gets a small pension. Like some others
he got the worst of both worlds and is now nearly 80. The
Andhra Government perhaps thinks him as a resident of
Karnataka and the Karnataka people deem him a Telugu
person. Between the two he is let down. I know no other
who is a finer person of culture and scholarship in literature:
Telugu, Samskrit and Prakrt. In Music, both theory and practice,
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he is without a peer. The Andhra men of Letters honour him
as their best and most authoritative critics; but, though he is
honoured President of many of their Sammelans and for long
an honoured member of the Central and Andhra Sahitya
Akademies, no material advantage has come to him. The

pension that our Govemment can give may be worthily given
to him next time.

2. The other is an elderly scholar in Kannada, Sri Ugrana
Mangesha Rao, now at his 85th year and forgotten. He has
done extremely good work which is before the end of 1940.
Sri Ugran is a retired Kannada Teacher from Puttur (S.K.)
and is perhaps depending on his daughter. He is, I hear, nearly
blind. We have many pieces of poetry and criticism by him.
He 1s the first man to edit Bharatesa Vaibhava, one of our
Classics, in three volumes.

These have not many years more to live. Recognition given
to them will be appreciated by a whole group of men of letters
who have known earlier days. Sri Ugran worked with Panje
Mangesha Rao and people of that generation from Mangalore parts.

Pray consider the two cases. I have tried to sound others
about these now; but received no response. That is what has
made me bold to address you direct. Pray forgive me.

* U1 FDOFWE DOXT BF0 SNGIW.

0. ahgTeeeSTgan* &30

161. ZoneRss, 1975

TIOFWE Do T [T, DORF0ENITTT e 0.
YTF ITMAODTON : TOTINW. Y07, Wb, FFevss
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O dhexionm w0 et
162 Bangalore, 9.9.1975

My dear Chief Minister Saheb | am enclosing a letter |
have addressed today to our Education Minister, for the

procedure requires me to address him as the proper person
in this matter.

There 1s no one of the eminence of Dr. AN. Upadhye in
Kamataka with achievements of many kinds. He is one of the
most conscientious scholars of Samskrt and Prakrt and he has
achieved status equal to that of Doctors Belvalkar, Vaidya, H.D.
Velankar etc. in Poona. | have met him and seen some part
of his work. The services of a person so endowed and so
directly engaged in the pursuit of studies in the Prakrts -
language, literature and the Sastras contained in Jaina and
Buddhist works and in secular works in Apabramsa - is not
easily available. Some thing may kindly be done to retain his
services for this part of the country.

Our students are just awakening to the richness of the
material he is master of. Some of us were feeling happy that
he was invited to the Mysore University at long last. Karnatak
and Kannada language and letters are sure to be the
beneficiaries. I do not know what the situation is and what
exactly can be done. You would know how to arrange, i.e.
provide for, such things. He will quietly go to Kolhapur which
has been his residence for a long time and stay there working
during the length of years still given to him in life. I only wish
he was enabled to stay with us, to fertilise the minds of
our young men in a very important branch of language and

culture.
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Kindly forgive me for encroaching upon your time and
attention.

164. Bangalore

Dear Sir © A few days back I sent a letter to Sri S.M.
Yahya, Minister for Education in behalf of Padmasri R.
Nagendra Rao and thought it might be possible for me to put
in a personal word with you at some meeting at which you
would be scheduled and if T could go there also. (I am myself
not quite well and seek you personally). That has not materialised.

Sri Nagendra Rao is one of our best Actors and I have
seen him on the stage from when I was a boy of 12 or 13.
He has done Theatre, Cinema, Management and production,
earnt lakhs of Rs. but I hear today he is left with nothing.
He has gone deaf : that also what I have learnt-from others.
He has received felicitations for his Padmasri and Shawls in
recognition of his services and regard from friends and fellow
actors etc., but they can’t buy him food or clothes or medicines
in ailment. I don’t suppose his children help him in anyway.
In your largeness you have conferred State pensions on many
of us. His case is really one of the most worth considering.
He has got to do with someone who is ill and taken care of,
If you could graciously see your way to grant him a monthly
Pension it will be real help to a person who has devoted more
than 60 years of his life. He is now nearly 80. It will be a

real act of kindness.

Pray, forgive me, for writing this.and in English. I thought
the letter could be typed and sent on to you. Thanking you.

* &7t BTOF T To%T WNAIOITONG .
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165, Bangalore, 18-1-1957

Dear Shri Rungachary : Pray let me say a word in
appreciation of your Doddata Programme on the night of the
14th January 57 at 9.30 PM. by the Bylahongala team.

Reception in Bangalore was good, even in my set. The cast
and the balancing of the voices were satisfactory. The
transmission was uniform in smoothness and strength of tone.
Voices both male and 'female' (!) - and O, what a Dooti! - were
clean, clear and distinguished. We cannot match or make it
in these parts normally, for though both speak high and with
an artificial voice, the tunes sung in the Karnataki modes are
perhaps less soft and more slave to a too strict tala pattern.
The Maharashtra type of voice-culture, I feel, makes the
Bylahongala performers get that clean articulation at the highest
levels and at all points of rally. Even the prose-dialogue, for
all its conventional phrasing and content, was in rhythm and
flexible. I really felt that we could hope for a modern opera
on these lines-if only we had a composer inventive and sensitive
enough to thrill to it. Not in our Bayalata nor in our Yakshagana
is this realisable.

The team got away with the harmonium, but it was not
a bad accompaniment since it did not obtrude. I wish I was
able to hear the play with the instruments used before the
advent of the harmonium. The songs and the raga elaboration
were strongly flavoured by the Mahratti style which is natural
in those parts. The song-mode itself belongs, if I am right,
to the first and the second decades of this century.

Is not the theme more Krishna-Koravanji than Krishna-
Parijata? Poor Satyabhama seems to have been kept waiting
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for the durstion of nine avataras  Or. likely, the time of these
Uodt 1 of 2 different dimension! | admired the naivety of the
talk between the hero and the heroine which could compass
also the fidelity, the pride and the punishment. The handling
18 typical of the folk form. | have heard that the artists take
hours doing it and that the audience enjoys it immensely.

Did Shri Moharray speak from a script? He seemed so
uncertain. And did the friend who introduced the play introduced
all the characters with their voice signatures? It was fine
doing.

One thing struck me finally. A whole culture functions in
these shows, between the artist and the audience the
communication is complete and the whole mind is kept engaged.

For the mythos is shared between the two. Is there any hope
of it with a modern theme? — I wonder.

QOur artists seek an audience even as our audiences seem
to wait for their artists. Meanwhile, all that we can do is
just patiently to - hope; and trust providence, I suppose.

« SN Do0N0R UtZieed 00T ITONE JTF BT,

dezhd eve shavower®* &30

166. Bangalore, 27-1-1973

Madame : Panje Mangesh Rao, BA, LT, was one of the
leaders and founding fathers of the Renaissance movement in
Kannada in South Canara. He was a poet, scholar and critic
and was Circle Inspector of Schools: both in Coorg and S.K.
His is the most respected name in these parts.
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His centenary vear falls between 23rd Feb 71 to 74 | wish
the ALR. here arranged for atleast an hour’s programme in
honour of the event. The country will very deeply appreciate it

He has 3 sons and 2 daughters. Ist one was a Senior
Engineer in Tatanagar and is now in Poona: the 2nd was Legal
Remembrancer in Old Hyderabad; the 3rd is (Retd) Director
of Sugar Technology at Lucknow etc. now resides in Bangalore.

They may be invited for reminiscences and the last one Sri
Rama Rao Panje, M.Sc., can render all the songs written by
his father. The daughters, one in Bombay now, the other at
Hyderabad, could aid him. The songs themselves are beautiful.
There are quite a few who can speak about Panje. D.V.
Gundappa, Masti Venkatesh lyengar, Karanth, D.R. Bendre,
T.T.Sharma, Nittoor knew him very well. Dr. V.K. Gokak, Dr.
D. Javare Gowda could be approached for contribution. They
are great names for any programme.

We shall all be happy if you could get up and arrange a
broadcast on 23rd Feb. coming. :

Smt. Lalita Ubhyakar, Tara, Indira, Sarojadevi and LG
Sumitra of your own Station could be got for rendering a few

things.
Kindly see your way to getting this done. Thanking you.

167. Bangalore, 22-5-1973

Madame : A copy of the letter I have sent to the Chairman,
Sangit Natak Akademi, in behalf of Sri H.K. Seshagiri Rao
may be sent to you to indicate some line of action.

Mr. Rao 1s above 74 years of age but is strong and
competent. His fingers on the Leg Harmoniuin are some of
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the finest | have heard in any part of India, particularly as
they play the Stage Music. He is perhaps the only survivor
of the Ratnavali Theatrical Co. (Sri A.V. Varadachar’s Co.)
who could render for us stage music of the first 25 years of
this century.

I shall be thankful if you will use him to get a good few
of the songs and bits of verse for our ‘archives’. They are
sure to be a valuable record of an age which is almost past
for soon there will not be any one who could call such things
back to memory. A.V. Varadachar passed away in 1926; so
was Veena Seshanna - both the most gifted men in their
different fields - and there is no record of their music or type
of playing and singing. When Institutions like A.LR. and the
Akademies are with us it is best to help preserve them. Bits
of Drama can also be preserved.

Pray permit me to commend Sri Rao’s case to you. When
long after R.T.Co. was dissolved and the local Amateur
Dramatic Asscn. was playing its plays, Sri B.N. Srinath - I
think still in the A.I.R. today - was trained by him and a few
records for the Columbia Gramaphone were made ‘by him with
Rao’s help. He and the Principal of the B.M.S.Women’s
College, Sri B.M.Krishna, will be able to vouch for the quality

of this person. Thanking you.

* gFoZmoed onded Beonn JTFEIITN.

D0. 0T, Jeavs® ©30rs
168. ' Honavar, 3-10-1968

My Dear Nataraj : I hear that enquiries are being made
about Sri Paramayya Hasyagar, an Yakshagana artist of Karki
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about the Akademi Award this year. Fven when Mudakani was
honoured, his name should have been considered. Certainly very
much before the next man’s who is a highly talented artist
no doubt but is a romantic stylist in acting. [ shall not go into
the injustice of the neglect of Hasyagar so far and long.

He is one of the finest artists I have met here. And as
a person some of you deserve to meet him. He is so vital
and human. But the worry is you come whenever you like,
are led by local reports and go away. I wish you had called
at Honavar both times you came here. After all, if nothing
else, I am here and you could have given me a look up. That,
apart.

Sri Hasyagar is most essentially an imaginative and gifted
person. He is past 83 but still hale and hardy: when once he
begins to tap the ground and move on the stage with costume
on, the scene is his and you are his. Give yourself a chance
of meeting him.

I wish he was called out to Bangalore to_give an interview
and peeps into the ancient art. Technically he is one of the
most finished and accomplished. Karanth knows him. I saw
him do Karna last year. I have seen his reactions in Dasaratha,
Rukmangada and Kichaka. It is virile, clean, clear like the water
of the mountain tarns. No one need recommend him. But he
is proud and will not ask; nor push himself forward.

I wish you did something at least this year. It is overdue*:
Even the AIR should think of him.

I hope you are well.
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I am in B'lore between 12th Oct and 5th Nov. and if you

give me & look up we shall talk about it if you care. My
Compliments to ANK

* 196909 WO MYWOON TSy Hed MBILREDD.

V. The Editor, ‘Social Welfare’, Bombay ©z36¢

169. Mysore, 29-1-1947

Sir : Please permit me to say a word or two on a notice
of my part in a brochure entitled 'Juvenile Literature in India’
appearing in your issue of the 10th January. If Dr. Iyengar*
had cared to notice the title of my article he would see there
the presence of 'Education' in addition to 'Literature'. It would
have saved him much excitement about what he called my
irrelevance and worse; and saved your readers from his battery
of jibe and ill grace. The editor of the brochure was free of
course to cut out the first few pages of my note to bring it
into conformity with the other items. That not only; she could
have entrusted the work to Dr. Iyengar himself. He is a ready
authority on things second-hand. I write from conditions
prevailing right about me and have no need to cram. Himself
a retailer of other people's ideas and criticism, he cannot believe
that author could write from experience. Terms like pretension,
pomp, excrescence, scream are ever his purveyance, and his
performance before now have established him in the line.
Others can be only bad second if they tried. It is ugly to answer
scurrility. But I owe it to myself and to your readers in that
the right of fair comment is exceeded in the review under

reference.
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* & TOFLROQ BOOT JAe. OT0 wordy eI (Juvenile Literature and
Fducation in Kannada') 0% . 6. 40¢ X woomer oSt & Jifod

DIRTISREICE IRAG, Wedlt L, 030 IsodhoiRAd & T3,

The Editor, The Hindu, Madras &0}
170. Bangalore, 8-5-

Dear Sir : [ thank The Hindu for its courtesy and the latitude
of space it extends to me.

But pray let me just request whoever cuts and dresses up
my reviews to let my sentences be. 1 see whole bits of
paragraphs are lopped. One perhaps must swallow that. Though
even there I wonder why I should take all that trouble to work
up a full note.

I know how difficult it is to correct and shape another's
composition. All credit therefore, to those who, in an Editorial
Department like yours, are put to it. The Hindu has standard
which it deserves to keep. But in a signed review the writer
to whom you entrust the work may kindly be permitted the
use of his own voice and ways. Let me be convicted for my
sins. I shouldn't be asking too much?

Eg., I could not pass the 2nd sentence in the 2nd para as
printed: the adolescent is a class and takes a do; and, 'fully
to (become) adult' was my meaning. 7o adult is striking: And,
'adulted’ is in use.

Further down, in the same para towards the end, my pronoun
is altered to ' Wife's. No. It is her: for, the woman does not
know that her lover is the son of her keeper. To change it
into wife’s would hurt a fact.
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| wrote ‘company-farming": a is no error for 0. He worked
the company as a farmer works a farm.

Camaraderie is desperate permission from the Oxford
Dictionary.

But I have met the use of comraderie and not only with
Y. To me the form preferred, even if correct, sounds phoney.
The German K would not be more.

Then, in the 2nd column last para, I meant to keep 'the
kept women and the prostitutes' distinct; - the novel is full of
them. The kept woman is as tame as a wife to many of these
people. The other is a free citizen having obtained the freedom
of cities and whole regions! The concluding sentence in the
para must have maddened my friend; he has radically altered
it to plurals: to establish his 'are' poison. I know mine was
clumsy - doing but my sentence has relevance for meaning
at 3 levels: its class; its details of quality and itself in effect.

I would never, in the 3rd para 2nd column put in ‘to be
seen caricature etc.”: “to seem caricatures" was my word. And

Please let me not weary you with further moan or argument
and seem ungracious to a kind friend who desired to do his
best for an erring scribbler.

171, Bangalore, Sept. 1959

Dear Sir : There is talk of Central intervention in Kerala
affairs. It will be a bad precedent and one looks ahead only
to a period of political confusion and strife all over the land
if that happened. Some Communist leaders actually threaten
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to release it This is playing politics with public welfare The
community as a whole is bound to suffer

The best course just now would be to make a more effective
use of the provisions for the appointment - by transfer - of
All India Civil and other service men in all States to key places
like those of the Chicf Secretary, the Inspector General of
Police, the Public Service Commissioner and the Chief Justices
of the High Courts. They must invariably be occupied by tried
senior men of that rank belonging to regions other than the
particular States. A new place deserves to be created in each
State to coordinate the work of Departments like Cooperation,
Agriculture, Industry, Irrigation and Power and Community
Development. Large monies are involved in this field and they
need to be properly spent for general benefit. The Union Govt.,
one hopes, knows how much money goes under, without notices
or control and how much deception-self and other - behind
it. The Politics use grab tactics, the administrators lack faith
and the people are not really being served. Larger spending
statistics are not equivalent to work. As soon as many aid is
withdrawn all this vanishes into thin air. When maximum and
helpful cooperation with State Governments is enjoined on these
officers, and loyalty to India and the spirit of the Constitution
are continuously attended to, abuse of power and influence by
Ministers and other Politicians in administrative and other
matters can be avoided.

No doubt, the Legislators and other influential politicians will
set up a yell. The older among them cannot forget or forgive
the former ICS men who ruled them and some may be afraid
of every increase in the power of what they call the
Bureaucracy. Yet all Governments certainly need Bureaus for
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efficient administration, for they constitute the machinery of
admimistration. It can be controlled by the Union Home
Department with the aid of the ever alert and privileged
criticism of the Parliament. Abuse of Power could be set right
here more quickly and directly through disciplinary action than
when springs of civic and public life are poisoned by politicians
of all hues at all levels. And a State need not like in dread
of its own servants!

An arrangement like this prevailing in all States uniformly
will free the Union Government from accusations of prejudice
and partiality while it will insure the satisfactory working out
of the larger purposes of progress and development.

Meanwhile negotiations between Government and the
Opposition parties in Kerala must be required from the Centre;
a Commission may be set up to inquire into any misconduct
of the Party in Power and such a privilege should always be
extended in all States where calls for such inquiry are justified;
tribunal may be set up to inquire into the excesses both of
the Government and the Oppositionists presided over by
independent Judges coming from elsewhere; and, finally, the
Education Bill may be held over from being implemented for
a calmer time.

o
The Editor, ‘Economist’, London &&30r3

172 Bangalore, June 1963

Sir : Your Indian correspondents are not serving you truth.,
A few recent notes and comments appearing in your columns
also produce the impression that our situation is not being
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crrrrcthy preasetad  Thie Ruese awr Sgir amne el our ntereete
heun fhe ond of Varch o (aliewtta corsepondent made
potendention o gn altwRt v analvare of e Madgetary
and financial pocitiom o #¢ 1 e bl o conchude The overall
motere tht emerpee of & commtry flonndering amidet seonomie
maindhes. and Poltically merescingly  disillusioned - does not
suggest that Inda can play any vigorous role on the International
Stage m the next 12 months - to look no further ahead
Meaning that India is almost collapsing and that politicians n
Furope and Amenca need not be mindful of anything India
save or does. The world may spare itself too much anxiety
in this regard.

In your issue of 28th April. an Indian correspondent reads
motives into Nehru's talk and action which does no justice to
onc who has had to carry on amidst the most trying
circumstances. The Communication (on P.993) is tissue of half-
truths and wrong indications. The outside world must understand
and that the alternative to Nehru may well be worse-i.e. weaker
and more unstable governments in the country, and can easily
be strife and confusion. For, a battle-royal will ensure between
rich and powerful right-wingers, if not even reactionaries. who
are dispossessed and feel frustrated and the left wing parties
not all of them tame or lovers of the constitutional methods.
And its consequences on the minorities will be fateful. Because
of less liberal or democratic traditions, both will seek
fundamentally to modify the Constitution. One of them has not
reconciled itself to the partition of India at all and the other
may not care if the pass gets sold to a foreign power. Neither
party loves the western powers; for neither the past nor the
present policies of those.... is reassuring tc them for any
hangover from the past seems to them a sinister type of control
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and direction. One is positively hostile to our continuing
membership of the Commonwealth. Many have lost faith in
a United Nations Organisation where powers pursue reckless
policies spiting each other in sheer cussedness and along limits
hostile to India’s interests. Only the patience, the courage and
yes, the Idealism of Nehru and his trust in the methods of
peace keeps our International loyalties going. He is called
woolly and weak-kneed for his pains. The other explanation
for it that the service of these nations to the U.N.O. is the
least but their concern and ends self based on fear and
suspicion. To bank on Mr. John Mathai’s or take opinions from
the richer and industrial classes on industrial policies will be
doing things wisely. The real Indian opinion is aware of the
difficulty and still patient with inside and outside mischief and
will not lay violent hands on it if it can still be made to see
reason and learn to play the game squarely. The courtesies
shown by the administration and the provisions in the Constitution
are being abused by some elements. Hampering production,
impeding investment, working up prices and the cost of living,
creating social and industrial unrest, and otherwise exploiting
the misery of the people for personal or party profit are not
exactly angel ways of service to the land. The govt. can use
powers to make some of them sing a different tune; but an
infant democracy like ours needs to be trained patiently even
if for sometimes goodness be mistaken for weakness. America
and England and the Security Council led by them have not
cared to understand the Indian side of the Kashmir issue.
Feeling is bitter that Britain whose parting gift to India was
its partition of the land is now taking sides against it. Many
are sore that Nehru offered a plebescite to Kashmir when it
was ours by legal right and by the State’s own petition and
when he held back the soldiers from pressing a military
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advantage which had been gained at great sacrifice of men,
money and effort. Men are sore that Kashmir was retained
for the Department of External Affairs when it deserved to
be in the hands of the State’s Ministry. This point is so little
considered or understood outside India. India is slandered even
for real forbearance and generosity and the other side is backed
politically and in the Press by powerful interests. This cannot
bring India and Pakistan together in friendness; nor will it
provocate good relations between us and the other nations. Or,
is it the desire of these nations that both of us should be steeped
and lost in our quarrels that they might merrily profit by our .
strife and supply both of us military aid? A plebescite in the
other states - even in Junagad - which have acceded to India
- the point which - was it Mr. Warren Austin who said it?
- did not produce a different result. Any friendly method of
ascertaining the popular will in those states even by the U.N.O.
would show this if tned.

To call Nehru an appeaser and analyse his attitude to China
as influenced by subconscious hopes and yearnings is unworthy.
China 1s a sister nation with whom we have a tradition of
fnendship for 1000’s of years. We have to live with the Chinese
as neighbours Nehru has had to choose against erstwhile
fnends Expediency, you may say, and opportunism. [t is neither;
it 1s & question of pnnciple - A De Facto power cannot be
wished away . can the USSR be wished away? For 20 years
that was tned, it 1s dangerous o 1solate a sensitive young power
which has established its authonty over a whole continent now
asks for no more than the recognition of its first stage that
such a cause will just now be inconvenient to some powers
docs not make that position of America gracious or tight. Spain
s nformally accepied Encmy States like West Germany, Japan
and laly have extended W thew favours. Israel 1s rushed into
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being a sovereign State overnight and is granted International

Status. Is 1t principle or expediency which is at the root of
policies like these?

Your correspondent speaks of gratitude. Even last week
Nehru expressed it to America handsomely and first. For
language and temper have been used freely in the American
Press and on the floor its Congress against India for failing
to follow other leads. It must have been trying for Nehru to
control himself against the violence and the mounting
extravagance of Pressure campaigns. India needs food and has
possibly asked for it of a nation which has it in abundance.
The approach is not for alms but for a loan on easy terms.
India could with some difficulty arrange payment from her
sterling balances; and other earnings that will take away money
from other urgent priorities and involve embarrassment if not
even hardship on others. The whole western world including
the great USSR have not felt it beneath their dignity to ask
for American loans. Many proud nations have lived on lavish
and so given for decades on and possibly America itself can
survive its propriety only by lending lavishly and not asking the
loans back again. If America raises controversies about grant
Vs. loan - they are its affair. Those who are tired of the
woolliness of Nehru or his preference for the general and the
abstract close eyes to, for so much developmental enterprise
sponsored and put through by him and the other achievements
of his Govt. They also fail to understand a voice and attitude
which call for the larger decencies of public life, national and
international. To the hard headed realists who always succeed

in keeping the world as..*

» 3dod doxy) e BRIY, YTREF.
L
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The Editor, ‘Times of India’, Bombay w0}
173 Bangalore, 5-2-1968

Dear Sir © The Popular Prakashan has sent me a copy of
vour notice of my (book) Pampa Mahakavi

It this be all 1 should despair of all intelligence in a paper
of your standing.

The reviewer does not seem to know Kannada or Pampa
and has not read a single page of the book which the National
Book Trust, India, passed for acceptance.

The minimum that a reviewer might do is to say why he/
she deems it a translation of two great poems of a writer whom
he deems greatest.

It is not all that. The conning of the chapter titles should
have entitled the person of the nature of the work.

I am sorry I have had to write this to such an esteemed

paper.
|

BoTewsdy, ‘Besowerd' 308, eorided 6o

174. Zonsed, 1974

STV : BT BOOTBODT, BOB 100 Te. Bectdrtyd Lmoes e80T
oo oWOBTY WAt TIFANPE, BFEE LVOLNT. DoWB-DoWZD
Seren et CeToony SAetLNTD) SRHEDID LngHesonn
333, WTOELBTLD TWRRPIDQLFHOTR TEITOAT H0oS7ieh THLIATRTOI.

Demonetise ©0w0my, ewode wWRE Ped WD, & TRITy
2exL3e8e), B0 BSODFRR BB TRBFWRYY, ‘WA BHTOW
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owoe I Setegilenny, St 3, Sonda T dectnd
WOOIo0T BRrbBsS eale; wod, a3 3¢ AERNHILE DOTTR0ND.
TRTON WOTHR Bow Jectnen mng ©d) B3S oo wEIN
RATTOIONB. THDH Jectdnen wmen Bex dwctdnsh. ©n KO,
SREED, 8¢ SRtkd DO BATR WK, ol Rt HFF, 8YIIOT
TEOBEE TR TRRTTR B[ 0TS Dome Rerb3rs. es
STeR 301 B03rHTod, W, B Bectbnivs) el TonAmd ?
— QOTD B UTTRY, Sevules), TEorUd Wil oD BT, BN wI
OOU-DITI), INTLEATZD 100, 500, 10003 Toets TATHY, 9B,
TR sVRTLITIT. LBOOGFSD, YTOTSowD RAZTHIL. & 5T,
Uy, Y TRANYD, 3rorgE smomen SRITT SRRTE,
8oy ~Kow Ced IhBoyued, LI wI TN, Gy W@Seod
NEF QWRWIDTD.

19720€) (03T, 1.ty 4932 Bocts dr. WD Aeetd TowTrOTI.
1 BR. T 277 8oet3 (5.6%), 2 Br. T 66 Boces (1.3%), 5 CR.J .
355 Bckd (6.6%). 83 ThoeTe Xed 13.5% ©rv3ds. &S 10 Sn.deetd
172.5 8ct3 (34.7%), BTO TSP 2482 Bactd (50.3%). 20T33 2utd)
BT 85% ort 10 T, Tone 100 SATIONS JEUERS. =,
T TN 2 Bed 1.4%. BT Tors, 148 Betd Tr. NS, Domd
56 Bock3 RO OFP, W 100 Te. BN WFKWQD, 10 SRToobEe
VoTBOBTIN DWFTBLTH ? — DOWTR), W JOVOF Soeesxeles.
56 Broek3ond) XoTITH 50 &oetd THoE 2 iy Aoekdrivd 343 Bedotoss
BNEE Teo 13.5% o, e Aectdnv T, deeboIomd. Betdohd),
W,080NYY D& TRIROMEN IDJITe SABDITe e Joetnd Thaws.
Sectonen WooIN Xy W3, WD Ted AP XF BRI, e
THROLE XTI BGF oD DRG S[IFEW, WOFTONED, CooNTOND,
vonanvst T INHEAWIOY, § WYt TRAT Bedse ot
SOXTR, RERTHTTR Tonte. 10 S, O 3ntchésomd 5§ Cdeld
AT HoD0he TOTTL. XWEFTIEON, Domdeod JFonen Q_‘o:bf:
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e SN, uI0 OXK, B uhItoch SASY SNT O
URAARLJOY, Lot 5,000 82088 da WM 56 Saens =YY vy
T DAIT BT, 30 100 da. Urcd Iwrd 2 o 3 de. dux
LIS SR Icerd Sf SRAGS. 300 400 WEE U, KosS oren
10-15 0a. OF4 | Ta. ey, Lotd o DUF Y, wotd deanain
D DD WDHII? Lotd 8¢ 4 T WDHJYOE), wouc, Do,
xras:agp dnosazgag( 23 A v%oxbac:b sE00RrL3s.
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[RION @ IoTINWD. IJFowo® 19768 ool IBH
TBLADT - TP TOTRTFINDNT - 'ODIRI'IR, 03I
NOTT  IZeSeedFTond. D SedIND R WINPT,
TIENY 03T HLROWBD. VT, O JPBWD AT, PO
HBWD. TN MWEIT NOPIWS. ¥ §oF 0P TeDITI,
3e9300m O3RD FBER LYERWITVCL ©TOOT WI SR,
THFLRIRMHST. 83 IRODNTYY WICDWY YT, VPTRODRALTOT
APOIJR, B9 WONT R, INNTY. S  TXTTL
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@, 8. Q. FoBIPWOTORE T TFTS W), Wo. AT ITF.
TTOMG BFT SoHRIRES, L3S : Se. 200/~

“O0BE KoPes : 3, 8D Foss, JSoTS” (2003) B 626 T3,
. B X, DSHTF ©TC  SORNRBREI, W
ge. 200/~ (T3NsL 3¢033)

TZ Boshe grer-3
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

‘DB o 4. Bl dates” (2001) Bio 560 P,
F oo ot FHOX, UTT uSteesiecdt, U ds
200~ (T 3203)

LB mos ¢ S, Hld 3F-SRIRTNOL” (2004) B 474
L. . 2. OF. R0 430 TesHoleas, 3¢ - de. 180

"ORDSNS Wy : ToT- 1, Bt AT (2007) B 474 T,
. 4. OF . CODUWTT &S0 TRskiodeodn, e de. 200~

“zrog Wy BoP-1 BIND, WED, oo sg‘ (2007,
B 472 Ju, . 4. 8 OF . OO DB, WEDTHRIF . .
RS a0 Jxesmodecdnt, U3¢ de. 200/~

“ees BOFriR” (2007), T 424 Y3, . TpdBoss s
‘TOUD-DRTDIBAES, 3¢ de. 180/~

“mmg ToJLs : K DI TP, @-ba@” (2008),
TRW 254 JL3, BRTLRR . SHO°F. TERCDT 09530 TIOTIRT,
S Tn. 125/-

“Trommons” o8 M3 (2009) : A 410 T3, . IR
8. Sorwood B0 BNHRIAES, 3¢ S, 200/~

D&, : LweT, DB &3, Kox, 38, WIFDE BHOD
DN (2010) B 472 T3, W, IXF. GO, T
430 TOHRARES, 13 : . 200/-

“EREEREE” 4N - 1 (LRLBIETS Towod 08 WITND)
(2011) T80 385 TYE3, . W, XS, TOPROTTOR® T
TRo=Sodeoddn, B : dn. 200/-

“ERBRINEE” 4N - 2 (SLBRIETS FoLo) 08 WAEIL)
(2011) B 354 FYe3, B33 : Bw. 200/-

“Hoderar wWBB Bomes” : gRn - 1 (RPTSI W SRFTH-
JYTOTTTRX - TOTYZ, TOLIB DTSEWINEH) (2013) B0 384 JYe3,
R, ©. 0. 0, B0 TroSHadeodn, e : T, 200/-

&g sl 2er-3 327



21 “xoteror LWOE mogu” - R - 2 (LOTR TG - 20803
WOT-Toderar X - S3PrL) (2015) Ao 175 Poi, . 8. 1
TOLY ST THmTIosL0dA, e - da. 200/

22, "xoderor w3X moPL” : RN - 3 (SeDHINED D) (PTeoriNd)
(2016) @doo 420 Pu, 2. Y 9T0 FFTB00N,
VS . dn. 225/-

23, "uF mow” : yon-1 (HOoHTL-RISHT DH.ue. B[O Wi
S0 T, WoBLT) (2020) cBaw 381 i3, L0y T, TFFD
3. A, T, DO, WS : Sw. 250/-.

24, “TY motd” : (n-2 (ROOHTL-ATODIL D.A¢. BTON WIT
S0D) TI WoBOR) (2021) W 360 i3, 03y, W, TERH
. A AF°. ToRDWoTR®, WS : dw. 250/-.

25, “®:3 mow” : yen-3 (D.AC. XNTdeIon WIS Bud TY
ToBOF) (2021) B 380 T3, ©0dy, IVI, TXI
. V. . ToIDWTR®, WS : Twe. 250/-.
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